—- ues 


LS AAAS WOT oh 


= * 
 Y 


DETECTION 


AC T1 0 NY 


MARY 


(Queen of Scots, 


CONCERNING 


The Murther of Her HUSBAND, and 
Her Conſpiracy, Adultery, and pretend- 
ed Marriage with the Earl BOT HVVEL. 


And a Defence of the True LOR DS, Maintainers of 
the K 1x 6's Majeſties Action and Authority. 


CE Sm 


Written in Latin by G. Bucyanan. 
Tranſlated into Scotch. [And now made Engliſh, 


LON DON, Printed, and are to be Sold by Richard Janeway, 
in Queen's Head*Ally, near Pater Noſter-Row. 168 9, 


—- —-__ 


F—— 


” 


(m— 


To the Reader. 


Think it neceſſary, for the Reader's better underſtanding the following Hiſtory, to 
acquaint him that James the Fifth, having loſt his two Sons ( both in one Week ) 
a little before he was ſlain at Flodden: Field, /eft no other Heir, but Mary, a Child of 
four days old, which he never had ſeen. This Child was accepted, and at five years of 
Age ( the Scots ſeeing they were likely to make better Merchandiſe of her in France 

than with us in England,tho we _ —_— bigh) ſent her into France, and at Tiwe!ve 

married her to the Dolphin,after ward Francis the Fir{t,vho at two Tears left her aW: dow, 
and ſo ſhe returned to Scotland, where ſhe found her Mother weltring in her Crueltics, 

{ a Guiſe ) and waſting and gathering with all her might. She being remov'd, the Queen 

came to be Maſter of her ſelf, and ſoon after in a Gayety tock Henry Lord Darley, Sor: t9 

the Earl of Lenox, one of the goodlieſt Perſonages accounted of his txme, to her Husband. 

But it ſeems her firſt flames being allaied, there was one David Rize either had been, or 


ras grown more mto Favor, ſo that the King grew every day diſcountenanced; And whereas 


befere in the Cans ( as many of them I have ſeen, comparing the Tears) it was in the 
end of one Tear, Henricus & Maria, &C. it was in the beginning of the other, Maria & 
Henricus, &c. And inſtead of receiving the Honor of a Kang, he was ſent away from the 
Court without either Train or Neceſſaries. This with other Information» of the Queens 
Carriages, and the Incouragement of ſome of the Nobility brought him back to Edenburgh, 
where finding David in the Queens Company, ſnatcl/d him ont of her Preſence, ( givin 
her ſome words of Ccmfort and Aſſurance, for ſhe was then great with Child) and with 
Jome of his Aſſiſt arice ſent him into another Lafe. 

This Minion being gone, Bothwel came into Favor, and that how ſwiftly and powerfully 
you may perceive by the Letters annexed to the Diſcourſe: but her hate to her Husband wat 
Jo exaſperated, that both her and Bothwel's Ma{tce and wits, made his Deſtrudion their 
chief aim. Her Carriage to himgrem every day more and more ſtrange, ſhe argmented her 
Neg leet, in ſo much that at the Chriſtning of that Son, who was after a Plague to this Na- 
ton, he was not ſuffered to receive the leaſt Honors or Addreſſes. 

She being again at liberty thin thought to beſttr her ſelf about the compaſſing of Revenge; 
Poyſon was attempted, but the ſtrength of his Youth overcame it ; which the accurjed Wo- 
man ſeeing, flattered him into Agreement, and preſently lul”d him ito Credulity ; ſo that 
he came again to Evenburgh, and was lods'd in a little Houſe near the Palace, but ont of 
all tearing. Hither ſhe brought her own rich Bed, and frequently viſited him with all ſhews 
of Aﬀe10n. But one Sunday Night, ſhe diſcovered her ſelf, and fetching a deep Sigh, O, 
ſays ſhe, this time twelve Month was Dawid Rzze (lain. This it ſeems came from her heart ; 
for within a few days, the unfortunate young Man, as an Inferiz to the Ghoſt of a Fidler, 
was ſtrangled in his Bed, the Houſe blown up, and his Body thrown out into the Garden, 
the Queens rich Bed being a day or two before removed. 

Now was ſhe at liberty for Bothwel, but there was one Obſtacle, he had a Wife already, 
but ſhe peor Woman muſt be forced to ſue out a Divorce, which was procured in eight days. 
So that now the way was ſmooth, and an Ambaſſador with fine penn'd Inſtruttions ſent _o 
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To the Reader. 


the King of France,zopive an arcomr of hey new-marriage--Butall ehis could not ſtill the 

Crys of the People, whoſe smpatience, grief, and.rage at that tim? ( particulars whereof [ 
have ſeen in an authentick Scotch Diurnal of that date } was ſuch, that Bothwel was forced” 
to ſubornſome People to accuſe him ; but he having Creatures enough, few daring to wit- 

weſs,and many Fudges of his party, was acquitted. But at laſt the honeſt part of the Nobility, 

ſenſible of thoſe miſcarriages, made a Head, broke. Bothwel's Forces, put him to flight, tool 

her Priſoner, and made her reſign up the'Gapernment' to her Son, ( ail this. before the ſaid 

Ambaſſador who was {eft int) Fraiice, had had his firſt Audience) then aChi'd #n the Cra- 

dle, known afterwards by the name of James the Sixth. 

. This zs as much as I can ſay will give light to the Book that follows. **Tivas written 
by the moſt excellent Pen of tliat Age, a Man,' as Sir Philip. Sidney juſtly calls hin: 
of a piercing Wit, conſummate Learning, and ' careful Obſervation 'of things, which 
made him known to the greateſt Princes of his Time, and dear to his own. "This made 
him School-maſter to his King, who imploy'd him in the weightieſt Tranſattions at 
home and abroad, made him Keeper of the Privy Seal of Scotland ( tho he never ſought him. 
ſelf, nor could withdraw from the ancient Parcimony and Frupality, he Ping very poor.) So 
that it is not to be ſuppoſed that a Perſon ſo well qualified for knowledge un theſe things, 
and of a Reputation ſo untouch'd, would have adventur'd to divulge matters of this nature, 
in a place where moſt men might have call'd him Lyar. But certainly, both in his Hiſtory, 
which he dedicated to the Son, and in this Piece, which be penn'd in the name of the Lorac, 
zf there were any fault, it was too broad. And tho worthy Maſter Cambden n his Annals 
zells us, He wiſhed,he might have wiped out all that he had writ againſt Mary Queen of Scors 
with his Blood, yet when I conſider the Times he writ in, and the genzral ſilence of it 
among the Scots, and the diſgrace that Buchanan died in when King James came to matu- 
rity 5 methinks I carinot gave ſo much credit in this to that famous Hiſtorian, as in other 
things, though he might mendacium dicere, not mentiri. | | 

And tho Cauflin in his Holy Court,make her a Heroine, nay, a Saint : andStrada zn his 
De Bello Belgico, digreſſes to celebrate her with immoderate praiſes, yet certainly any man, 
that would guide his hiſtorical faith aright, will much rather chooſe to believe men either 
Aftors in a Buſineſs, or netghbors to it, and ſuch as receive aſſurance from their eyes, 
than men that are remote, and ſuch as are neceſſitated to ſee through the faiſ? or broken 
light of Informiation ; eſpecially Perſons hid in Cells, and excluded from Buſinels, 4bſo/ute!y 
aevoted £0 a Relzgion, to which ſhe was an Appuy, and abſolute Enemy to thas Power un- 
der wich ſhe recerv'd juſt Sentence and Execution. To ſay nothing that the Religious ope- 
cia.ly thrſe that ſeek to grow into the repute of the World by carnal ways, think themſe;ves 
hiobl» advanced by a long Bead-roll of Martyrs, be their pretencesnever ſo ſlight, or ther 
Fe1jous themſelves never ſo mnch deſawrving an Anathema, 


Farewel. 


DETECTION 


Of the ACTIONS of + 


VLA 


QUEEN of. 


CONS. 


WW Hereas of things judicially determined within a Dominion, to 


have an Account demanded by Strangers, is to ſuch as are not 

ſabject to Foreign Juriſdiction, both ſtrange z and alſo for 
the ſtrangeneſs, diſpleaſant. To us, above all other, it ought-to be moſt 
grievous, who are driven to this Strait of Neceſſity, that whoſe Faults 
wedeſire to cover, their Lives we are forc'd to accuſe, unleſs we our ſelves 
will be accounted the moſt wicked Perſons that live. But a great part of 
this Grief is relieved by your Equity (moſt excellent Queen , who take it 
no leſs diſpleaſantly to ſee your Kinſwoman, than we to ſee our Queen 
thus, in ſpeech of all Men, to be ſo diſhonourably reported of z whoal- 
ſoare for your part no leſs deſirous to underſtand the Truth, than we 
for ours to avoid Slander. Therefore we will knit up the Matter as brief- 
ly as poſſibly may be 3 and declare it with ſuch ſhortneſs, as we may ra. 
ther ſeem to have lightly run over the chief Points, than to have largely 
expreſſed them 3 beginning at the Queen's ficſt Inconſtancy, ' For,: as.in 
making of her Marriage, her Lightneſs = very headlong and raſh, ſo 


ſuddain!y 


A Dateftion of 
ſuddainly followedeither inward Repentance,or, at leaſt,outward Tokeng 
of Change of her AﬀeCtion, without.any Cauſes appearing : For whereas 
the King, .in former time, was not only .neglected, bur alſo unworthily 
uſed ; ar length began open Hatred to break out againſt him, eſpecially 
in that Winter when he went to Pcbje with a ſmall Train, even too mean 
for a private Man ; not being ſent :thither a-Hawking, but commanded 
away into a Corner, far from Council, or Knowledge of publick Aﬀairs, 
Neither'is jg-neveſſary to pptin Writing thoſethings, which asthey were 
x quo eftagle, noted jgf all Men's Eygs, ſo now, as a.treſh Image, 
ey remaindwprinted in all Merfs Hearts. . And though this were the 
beginning of all the Evils that followed 3 yer, at the firlt their Prices 
were ſecret, ſoas not.only theccommon.Peojule 3 but alſo ſuch as were 
Tight familiar, and preſent at the doing of many matters, could not un- 
derſtandhropghly, what thing the Qncen then chiefly intended. 

At the teſt, about the Month of April, in the Year 1566, when the 
Queen was;geturned from Dunbar to Edinburgh, and was lodged in the 
Caſtle ; ſhekept there tall the.tune of .her Travail of Child. After her 
Deliverance, immediately the ſecret Counſels of the intended Miſchief 
hegan to break out 3 the elfeft whereaf was this, to diſpatch away the 
King by one means or other howſoever, and to marry with Bothwel, 
And that her ſelf (hpy]d not be touched with ſuſpicion of the Murder; 
ſhe ſbegap ſecretly , Þy little, and little; xo ſow Seeds:of Diffentian 
berweegfhe King and: the Lordgthat were then at Court, ſtill more apd 
mog#nfiaming them, to bring the Matterito deadly Fend, Andif at 
Wes ſhe eſpieg ghe Suſpiciong, of the-Sne agein!t the @ther go lan- 
Miſhy-thmediately;”With new Reports to botlti Parties, ſhe whett& 
them on again to freſh Diſpleaſures, perſwading the Nobility againſt 
ehcKing, .arnd-the King againſt the Nobility, that each -14ntenged prhers 
BDebltrudtion; And ſhe thovght nothing Jo long 'as to: dge the Matter 
Kune to Strokes, not caring whether :of them 'ghtained the Victory ; 
For the accounted the Lofs on either ſide for her Advantage, as hoping 
taereby..to advance forward one Degree nearer to that which ſte 
antended. Finally, in ſhort time ſhe fo filled their Hearts with mu- 
tual jealoufies ore againſt .another, that there was nat a Man of any 
Kzpuration in the Court; but was driven to this Neceliity , either 
with Diſhonour, to yield -to Rumours feigned againft him, or. to eu- 
4eranto Combat with the Reporters, or to withdraw him home. And 
though:we ſhali paſsover the reſt, having deſire to haſte to the chief 
Point of 'the Matter ; yet this one notable {landerous Practice at thai 
time, is not to be omitted. For on a time when the King had been 
intalk with the Queen, till the Night was far ſpent; the Sum , in a 
:manner of all her Cummunication, was, That almoſt-all the Nobility 

dad conſpired his Death, and were deviſing how to diſpatch biuw. After 


the 
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the: King's: Departure: from her ,. ſhe ſent” forthwith for the Earl. of 
Murray her Brother,, who. after was Regent, with this Meſſage, That 
the Matter was heinous, and: neceſlarily-requiring his Preſence without 
delay. He being awaked out of. ſound Sleep in great Fear , caſt a 
Night-gown over his Shirt, and as he was half naked, ran to her in. 
haſte. To him then ſhe uſed even the like: Talk, as the had before to the 
King, informing him that the. King boiled in ſuch deadly Hatred a- 
gaiaſt him; and took it fo diſpleaſantly,. that he- ſtood fo highly in, 
her Grace, that he was. fully determined, ſo'ſoon as any poſſible Oppar-: 
tunity ſerved, to murder him. So, as much: as:in her lay, tbe lefr no: 
Means unaſſay'd to ſer them together by the Ears, and without all: 
doubt had done itindeed, if it had not been Sod's good Pleaſure to: 
deliver the innocent Perſons from fo perillous Treaſons, and to diſcloſe 
ber wicked Treachery. | 

When this Attempr failed her, ſhe aſſailed the young and unexpe- 
rienced Gentleman with a new ſubtil Practice. She earneſtly laboured: 
with him, That while ſhe was great with Child, he ſhould The 9cen 
chuſe him ſome young Gentlewoman, whereof there was effereth ro be* 
great ſtore, whoſe Company he might uſe in the mean Bawd 70 her 
time. She promiſed him her aſſent and furtherance with 92% Huband, 
Pardon and Leave to commit the Offence. She named to him the Eart 
of A4urray's Wite ;, not for that ſhe eſteemed that moſt noble Lady: 
molt apt tor ſuch a Villainy , but becauſe ſhe thought by that way. to 
be revenged of three Enemies at once, the King, the Earl, and his 
Wife, and therewithal to win a Colour and Cauſe of Divorce, to make 
empty Bed-room for Bothwel, After ſhe was delivered of Child, 
though ſhe courteaully entertain'd all other ; yet as oft as Word was: 
brought her that the King was come to ſee her,both the and her Company: 
ſo fram'd their Speech and Countenance, as if they ſeemed to fear no- 
thing more, than that the King ſhould not percelve that they: loathed 
him, and that his Coming and Preſence was diſpleaſant to thenv all. 
On the other {ide Bothwel alone was all in all, he alone was Governonr 
of all her Counſels, and all her Aﬀairs. And ſo delirons was the Qneen 
to have her hearty Afﬀection towards him anderſtood of all Men, that if 
any Suit, were to be made towards her, there was no way of ſpeeding 
for any Man, but by Borhwel to obtain it. 

Not long aiter her Deliverance, on a Day very early, accompanied 
with very tew that were privy of her Counſ?l, ſhe went down to the 
Water-{zde, at the Place called the New-Haven; and while all mar- 
yelled whither ſhe went in ſach haſte ; the ſaddenly enrcred into! a Ship; 
there prepared for. her, which Slip was. provided. by Wil. Blacater, 
Eamn. blacater, Leonard Robertſon, and Tho. Dickſon, Bothwel's Sorvants, 
and famous Robbers, and Pirates. With this Train of Thieves; all 
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4 4 Detedlion of 
honeſt Men wondering at it, ſhe betook her ſelf to Sea, taking not any 
Other with her, no not of her Gentlemen, nor neceſſary Attendants. 
ior common Honeſty. In Ale Caſtle where the Ship arrived, how 
ſhe behaved her ſelf, 1 had rather every Man ſhould' with khimfſelt. ima- 
gine it, than hear me declare ir. This one thing I dare affirm, that in 
all her Words and Doings, ſhe never kept any regard, L will not ſay 
of Queen-like-Majeſty, but not of Matron-like- Modeſty. The King, 
when he heard of this ſudden Departure of the Queen, followed after 
with all the haſte-that he poſhbly could by Land, and there overtook 
her, in purpoſe, and hoping there to he in her Company, and to enjoy 
the mutual loving Fellowſhip of Marriage. But how lovingly he was. 
received of her, both all they that were preſent, and ſuch as have 
heard them report it, can well remember, For being ſcarcely ſuffered 
to tarry there a few Hours, while his Men and Horſes baited, he was 
enforced to ger him away in haſte again, on Pain of furcher Peril, 
As for her ſelf, ſhe paſtimed there certain Days, if not in Princely 
Maenificence ; yet in more than Princely, or rather Unprincely Licen- 
tiouſneſs. There went ſhe a hunting, once at the River of Magat, 
another time at the Foreſt of Glenartue, There how coily ; yea, how 
loſtily and diſcainfully ſhe behaved her ſelf ro the King, Whatneed it be 
rehearſed; for the thing was openly done 1n all Men's Sighrt,and continueth 
imprinted in all Men's Memories. 

When ſhe was rqturned to Edinburgh, ſhe took not her Lodging in 
ber own Palace; but in a private Houſe ncxt adjoining to Fohn Balfours, 
Thence ſhe removed into another Houle, where the yearly Court, which 
they call the Exchequer, was then kept : For this Houſe was larzer, 
and.had pleafant Gardens to it, and next tothe Garden all along, a oli. 
tary vacant Room. But there was another Matter, which more than 
all. theſe things allured her thither. There dwelt hard by one David 
Chambers, Bo:hwel's Servant, whoſe Back- door adjoined tothe Garden of 
the Queen's Lodging. The reſt, who gueſleth not ; ſor the Queen 
herſelt confeſied the M:tter, both to many other ; and alſo, namely 
to the Regent and his Mother. Bur ſhe laid all the blame upon my 
Lady Kereſe, a Woman of moſt vile Unchaſticy, who had ſometime 
been one of Bothwel's Harlots; and then was one of the chief of the 
Queen's Privy Chamber. By this Woman, who now in her Age 
had from the Gain of Whoredom, betaken hcr ſelf to the Craft of 
Baudry, was the Queen, as her ſelf ſaid, betrayed. For Ba1hwel was 
brought through the Garden into the Queen's Chamber,and there forced 
her againſt her Will, Forſooth. But how mnch againſt her Will, 
Dame Kereſe betrayed iter, time, the Mother of Truth, hath diſcloſed. 
For within few days after, the Queen intending, as I ſuppoſe, to re- 
quite Force with Force, and to raviſh him again,ſent Dame Rereſe __ 
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had her ſelf atſo before made Trial of the Man's Strength) to bring 
him Captive unto her Highneſs. Fhe Queen with Margaret Carwood, 2 
Woman privy to all her Secrets, did Jet her down by a String over an 
old Wall into the next Garden. But in ſuch Warlike Aﬀairs, all things 
cannot ever be ſo well foreſeen; but that ſome iccommodious Chance 
may overthwartly happen. Bchold, the String ſuddenly broke, and 
down with a great Nolle fell Dame Kereſe, a Woman very heavy, both 
by unwieldy Age, and mally Subſtance. But ſhe, an old beaten Soldier, 
nothing diimayed with the Darkneſs of the Night , the height of the 
Wall, nor witi the ſuddenneſs of the Fall, up ſhe getteth, and running 
to Botbwel s Chamber,ſhe gat the Door open; and out of his Bed,even out of 
bisWives Arms,half a-fleep,balf naked,(re forceably brings the Man to the 
Queen, This Manner and Circumitances of the Deed, not only the 
moſt Part of them that then were with the Queen have confeſſed ; but 
alſo George Dagliſh, Bethwel's Chamberlain, a little before he was 
executed, plainly declared the ſame, which his Confellion ſtill remaineth 


| upon Record. 


[n the mean time, the King being commanded ont of fight, and with 
Injuries and Mifſeries baniſhed from her, kept himſelf cloſe, with a few 
of his Servants at Srerlive, For alas! what ſhould heelſe do? He could 
not creep into any piece of Grace with the Queen 3 nor could get ſo 
muchas to maintain his dajly necellary Expences, to maintain his few 
Servants and Horſes: And tmally, with Brawlings, lightly riing from 
every ſmall Trifle, and by Quarrels uſually picked, he was chaled out 
of her Preſence; yet, his Heart, obltinately fixed in loving her, could 
rot be reſtrained ; but he mult needs come back to Edirburgh, on pur- 
poſe, with all kird of ſerviceable Humbleneſs, to ger ſome entry into 


her former Favour, and to recover the kind Society of Marriage. 


Who once again being with molt ciſhononraile Diſdain excluded, re- 
turned from whe. ce he came, there to bewail his woful Miſcrics, as in a. 
folitary Deſart. 

Within few days after, when: the Queen Cetermined. to go to Jed- 
worth, to the Aſſizes there to be holden, about the beginning of Ofoler, 
Bybwel making his Journey into Lideſdale, There behaving himſelf 
neither according to the Piace whereto he was calicd, nar according 
to his Nobity cf Race and Eilimaticn , ne was wounded by a poor 
Thief, that wes himzelt ready to dic, and carried into the Caſtle, cal- 
kd the Hermirage, With oreat uncertainty of his Recovery. When 
News hereof was b: ought io Sorrhirick to the Que.n, fhe flingeth away 
n haſte ikea mad Womzn by creat Journeys .in Polk, im the (harp time, 
of Winter, firſt, to Aelroje, 2nd then to Fedworth. There though ſhe 
heard ſure News of his Lite; yet her Afﬀection , impatient of delay, 
could not temper it tclf ; Lut necds ſhe muſt bewray her cutiragious 

Luit, 


w_ — 


EI ILL 


Ls 
"a 


COEY 


ty 1 ee ——_ 


_ At fo x 
. RT ue op. ove, ut 
—_ _—  — _— - 4 


1044-0. AS 
Pſy, x, 


0 ots.e IMS 


wo i 


6 P'. DeteRſon: of 


Luſt, and in an inconvenient time of the Year, deſpiſing all Diſcommi 
dities of the Way and Weather, and all- Dangers of Thieves, ſhe he, 
took herſelf headlong to her Journey, with ſuch a Company, as no May 
of any honeſt Degree would have adventured his Life, and his Googy 
among them. Thence ſhe returned again to Feaworth, and with moſ 
earneſt Care and Diligence, provideth and prepareth all things to r6 
move Fothwel hither. When he was once brought thither, their Com. 
pany and fawiliar Haunt together , was ſuch as was ſmally agreeing 
with both their Honours. There, whether it were by their Nightly 
and daily Travels, diſhonourable to themſelves, and infamous among the 
People; or by ſome ſecret Providerce of God, the Queen fell into ſuch 
a'ſore and dangerous Sickneſs, that ſcarcely there remained any Hope 
of her Life. | 

When the King heard thereof, he haſted in Poſt to Jeaworth, to viſt 
the Queen, to comfort her in her Weakneſs, and by all the gentle Szrvices 
that he poſſibly could, to declare his Aﬀection and hearty Delire to do 
her Pleaſure. $9 far was it off, that his Lodging and things neceſſary, 
were provided for him againſt his coming (as were wont to be for mean 
Perſons) that he found not any one Token towards him of a Friendly 
Mind. But this was a Point of moſt barbarous Inhumanity uſed again: 
him, that the Nobility, and all the Officers of the Court that were pre- 
ſent, were ſpecially forbi.lden to do him any Reverence at all at his com- 
ing, nor to: yield him their Lodging, nor to harbour him ſo much a 
for one Night. And whereas the Queen ſuſpected that the Earl of 4. 
ray, Which afterward was Regent, would ſhew him Courteſie, ſhe prz- 
Qtiſed with his Wife to go home in haſte, and feign her ſelf ſick, and 
keep her Bed, that at leaſt by this Colour, under Pretence of her Sick- 
nels, the King might be ſkut out of Doors. Being thus denied all Dy. 
ties of civil Kindreſs, the next Day with great Grief of Heart, he re- 
turned to his old ſolitary Corner. In the mean time, while the King 
in that want of all things, and forſaken of all Friends, ſcarce with beg- 
ging findeth Room in a Cottage 5 Borhwel, out of the Honie where he 
was lodged before, as it were in Triumph over the King, was glori- 
onfly removed in ſight of the People into the Queen's own Lodging, 
and there laid in a lower Parlour, directly under the Chawber where 
the Queen her ſelf lay ſick. There, while they both were yet feeble 
and unhealed, ſhe of her Diſeaſe, and he of his Wound, the Queen being 
very weak of ter Body, yet viſited him daily. And when they were 
both a little recovered, and their Strengths not yet fully ſetled, they 
returned to their old Paſtime again, and that ſo openly, as they fſeem- 
ed to fear nothing more, than leſt their Wickeinets ſhoajd be un 


known. 


About 


= 


QE ny 


" MARY 'Queew Scots- ; 


" About the fifth day of November, being removed from Jedworth, to 
a Town called Calco; there ſhe received Letters from the King, which 
when ſhe hadread in preſence of the Regent, the Earl of 4antley, and 
the Secretary ; ſhe caſt a pitious look, and miſerably tormented her ſelf, 
#if:hewould have immediately fallen down again icto her former fick- 
neſs ; ant! ſhe plc inly and exprelsly proteſted, T hat unleſs ſhe might by 
fome means or other be diſpatched oi the King, ſhe ſhonld never have one 
ood day : And if by no other way ſhe conld attain it, rather than ſhe 
would abideto live in ſuch forrow, ſte would flay her ſelf, 

Within few days after, while in her return through Marchlard ſhe lay 


' atCldingham, Dame Kereſe pailed through the Watch, and was known, 


andiſet go, What Company ſhe had, and whither ſhe went at that 
time of the night, it was not urknown to the Queen. From thence, 
about the end of November, fre came to Cragrillzs., a Caltle bout two 
miles from Zdirbureb ; there, in preſence ot the Earl of A4wrray (who 
afterwards w.is Regent, and now 1s himſelf alſo ſlain) and of the Earls of 
Huntley and Argyle, and the Secretary, ſhe fell into her faid former Dif- 
courſe ; and allo added tne maſt commodious way, as ſhe thought, how 
it. might be brought to paſs, that is to ſue a Divorce againſt the King : 
Andthe doutred not but that it might be eaſily obtained, 
foraſmuch as they were the one to the other in ſuch 
degree of Conſanguinity.,as by the Fapes Law might not marry together, 
eſpecially (which was eaſte for her to do) the Bull being conveyed away, 


Couſin Germans. 


| whereby the ſame Law was diſpenſed with. Here when one had caſt a 


doubt, That if ſhe ſhould gothat way to work, their Son ſhould be made 
2 Baftard, being born out of lawful Wedlock, eſpecialy fith neither of 
his Parents were ignorant of the cauſes whereby the Marriage ſhould be 


| yoid, When ſhe had toſled this Anſwer a while in her mind, ard. knew 


that he ſaid truth, and that ſhe durit not as yet diſcloſe her purpoſe to 
make away her Son, ſhe gave over that Cevice of Divorce ; and yet from 
that day forward, the never ceaſed to purſue her intention of murdering 
the King, as may caſtly be perceived by that which followed. 

The King being returned from Srerline to Cragmillar, when he hoped 
to have found her more gentle toward him, and her diſpleaſure by pro- 
ceſs of time ſomewhat appeaſed, .he ſo found no token of change of her 
ffeCtion,that he was not allowed any thing for his daily ſuſtenance,unlets 
ke kept him ftiil at Sreriize 5, which thing exceedingly encreaſed the Peo- 
ples ſuſpicion, other wiſeof it ſelf already enough inclined to that Judg- 
ment, of the unchaſte Company of the Queen with Borhwel. 

About the beginning of December , when there were Ambalſlzdours 


come out.of Frazce and England, to the Chriſtening. of the King that 
| Now is 3 that Bothwel mightte ſeen gorgeouſly arrayed amongthe Nobi- 


lty, {he her (cif laid our the Money co buy thim Appare),: and ſome the 
bought 
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bought her ſelf of the Merchants for him ; and ſhe ſo applied her felf 


with ſuch diligence in overſeeing the making thereof,as it the had been, [ 


will not fay his Wife, but even his Servant. In the meantimezher lawty] 


Kusband at th: Chriſtning of his own Child,not only wanted all her Main. 
tenance for his necellary Expences, but alſo was commanded not once tg 
come in the Ambatiadour's tight 3 his ordinary Servants were removed 
from him; the Nobility were enjoined not once to attend on him, nor 
ro do him Honour , nor in a manner to know him; the foreign Am. 
baiſzadours were warned not ro talk with him, whenas the molt part of 
the day they were 1: the Caſtle where he was. 
- The young Gentleman, thus contemptuouſly and unkindly uſed, felt 
in ſuch deſpair, that he departed from Srerlive and went to Glaſcow to 
his Father : Art his departure, the Queen ſtill purſued him with her won. 
red hatred, all his Silver Plate, wherewith he was ſerved from his Mar. 
riagetill that day, ſhe took it away every whit, and appointed Peyter 
in the ſtead thereof : Bur let this ſerve only to prove her contempt of 
him ; the reſt that followed are evident Arguments of outrageous Cruel- 
ty and unappeaſable Hatred. Before he had palled a mile from Srerline, 
ajl the parts of his Body were taken with ſuch a ſore ach, as it might 
ealily appear, that the ſame proceeded not of the force of any ſickneſs, 
but by plain treachery : The tokens of which treachery, certain black 
pimp.es, ſo ſoonas he was come to Glsſcop, brake out over his whole 
Body, with to great ach and {uch painthroughour all his Limbs, that he 
lingerd out his life with very ſmall hope of eſcape; and yet all this while, 
the Queen would not ſuffer ſo much as a Phy ſicianonce to come at him. 
Atter the ;Ceremonies of the Chriſtening were ended, ſhe practiſed 
with her Brother the Earl of 4zrray, that when he ſhould go to condut 
the Earl of Bedford, the Queen of Exgland's Ambaſladour, to St. 4r 
arews, he ſhould require Bothwel alſn to bear him Company, who indeed 
freely promiſed ſotodo ; howbeir, both he and the Queen, the Deviſer 
of that Diſſimulation, thought nothing leſs, as the ſucceſs ſhewed : For 
ſo ſoon as the King was gone to Glaſcow, and the reſt towards St, Ar- 
arews, (ſhe, with her Bothwel, got her to Drumen, and from thence to 
. Tylcbarn : In which Houſes, they ſo paſled the time about eight days, in 
every corner, and in familiar haunting together, as all (ſaving them- 
ſelves alone, that had thrown away all ſhame) were highly offended 
with their contempt and vile regard of publick Fame, ſeeing them now 
not once t2 ſeek to cover their filthy Wickedneſs. 
W hen about the beginning of Fanaary, they were returned to Sterline, 
ſhe began to find fault with the Houſe wherein her Son was nurſed, 
as incommodious, becauſe it ſtood ina cold and moiſt place, dangerons 


_ for bringing the Child ro.a Rheum :: But it ſball eafily appear, that this 


was done for other purpoſe, foraſmuch. as all theſe Faults that ſhe 1 
| 6 Ea tended, | 


ta. 
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fended, were not in that Houſe ; but were, indeed, inthe other Houſer 
to which the Child was removed ; being ſet in a low place, being a ve- 
ry Marſh, The Child being ſcarcely above fix Months old, in the decp 
of a ſharp Winter, was conveyed to Edinburgh: There, becanſe the 
firſt Attempt prevailed not, and the force of rhe Poiſon was overcome 
by ſtreygth of Nature z yet, that, at length, the might bring forth that 
wherewith ſhe had ſo long travailed, ſhe entreth into new Devices for 
the' Murther of the King. 
. Her ſelf goeth to Glaſcow ; ſhe pretendeth the Cauſe of her Journey to 
be, to ſee the King alive, whoſe Death ihe had continually gaped for 
the whole Month before : But what was, indeed, the true Caule of thar 
Journey, each Man may plainly perceive by her Letters to Bothwel. Be- 
i8g now out of Care of her Son, whom ſhe had in her own Ward, ben- 
ding her ſelf to the Slaughter of her. Husband, to Glaſcow ſte goeth, ac- 
companied with the Zamiltrons, and other the King's natural Enemies. 
Bothwel (as it was agreed on between them before) provideth all things 
ready, that were needful ro accompliih that heinous Act : Firſt of all, 
an Houſe not commodious for a ſick Man, nor comely for a King ; for 
it was both torn and ruinous, and had ſtood empty, without any Dwel- 
ler, for divers Years before; in a place of ſmall Reſort, between the 
old fallen Walls of two Churches, near a few Alms-houſes for poor 
zggars. And that no commodious Means for committing that Miſchief 
might be wanting, there was a Poſtern-door in the Town- wall, hard by 
the Houſe, whereby they eaſily might paſs away into the Fields, In 
chuſing of the place, ſhe would needs have it thonght, that they had 


| — reſpect to the wholſomneſs thereof: And to avoid Suſpicion, that this 


was a feigned Pretence, her ſelf, the two Nights next before the Day of 
the Murther, lay there, in a lower Room, under the King's Chamber. 
And as ſhe did curiouſly put off the Shews of Suſpicion from her ſelf, fo 
the Execution of the Slaughter ſhe was content to have committed to 
others. * 

About three Days before the King was ſlain, ſhe practiſed to ſet her 
Brother Robert and him at deadly Enmity ; making acconnr, that it 
ſhould be Gain to her, which ſoever of them both had periſhed. For 
Matter to ground. their Diſſention, ſhe made Rehearſal of the Speech 
that the King had had with her concerning her Brother. And when 
they both ſo grew in Talk, as the one ſeemed to charge the other with 
the Lye, at laſt they were, in a manner, come from Words, to Blows. 


But while they were both laying their Hands on their Weapons, the 


Queen, feigning as though ſhe had been marvellouſly afraid of th:t 


which ſhe fo earneſtly deſired, calleth the Earl of Awrray, her other 


Brother, to the parting; to this intent, that ſhe might either preſently 


bring him in danger to be ſlain himſelf, or, in time to come, to bear the 
He es C 
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Blame of ſuch Miſchief as then might have happened. When this Way 
the Succeſs fell not out as ſhe delired, ſhe deviled a new Way to tran. 
rr the Snſpicion from her ſelf. While the Earl of Murray did willingly 
cep himſelf from the Court, and had reaſonable Excule for his Abſence, 
for that his Wife being near her Time, was, beſides that, always very 
ſick , at the ſame time there was an Ambaſſador come from the Duke of 
Savoy. This the Queen took for a convenient Colour to ſend for her 
Brother : But the true Cauſe of her ſending for him was, that ſhe had 
a delire to throw the Suſpicion of the King's Murther upon him, and 
upon the Earl Moreton ;, and therewithal allo, at once, to procure the 
DeſtruCtion of thoſe two, being Men acceptable to the Peri}, and like. 
wiſe Adverſaries to her Practice, who intended to ſet up a Tyrannical 
Government. But God's good Clemency, that had oft before delivered 
the Earl of Murray from many Treaſons of his Enemies, did then alſo 
manifeſtly ſuccaur him z for upon the Sunday, which was the 9th Day 
of February, when he was going to Church, to hear a Sermon, a Letter 
was brought him, that his Wite was delivered before her Time, and in 
very ſmall hape of Life. When he, being diſmayed at this ſuddain 
News, delired leave of the Queen to depart, ſhe anſwered, That if the 
Cauſe were ſo, i were a ſuperfluous Journey for him to go to her, be- 
ing not able to do her any Goad in her Sickneſs. But he being ſtill the 
more importanate, ſhe prayed him, That he would yet tarry but that 
one Night, and take his Journey the next Day to his Wife. Bur the 
Mercy of God now, as at many other times, did deliver that innocent 
Gentleman from the preſent Peril, and alſo took away the Occaſion of 
Slander againl(t him for the time to come. Howbeit, for all this, though 
there were no Caule of Suſpicion, yet he eſcap:d not free from Slan- 
cer; for Huntley and Bothwel, thongh they could not juſtly charge him, 
yet laboured by. infameus Libels, which they ſpread abroad, to diſtain 
bim with the mo{t foul Spat of that ſhameful At. And whereas the 
Murther was committed afrer Mid-Night, they had, before Day light, 
cauſed ( by ſpecial fore-appointed Meſſengers) Rumours to be ſpread 
in England, that the Earls of Mirray and Moreton were Actors of that 
Slaughter. Put that Rumour, ſo ſoon as the Light of the Truth once 
brake forth, ſuddainly vaniihed away, as other Fallhoods are commonly 
wont to do. | 
When all things were ready prepared for performing this cruel Fatt, 
and yet all Occaſions cut off to divert the Blame thereof, the Partners 
of ine Conſpiracy, fearing leſt long Delay ſhould either bring ſome Impe- 
went to their Purpoſe, or diſcloſe their Counſels, determined to dif- 
patch it in all haſte. The Queen therefore, for Manners ſake, after 
Supper, gocth up to the King's Lodging : There, being determined to 
thew him all the Tokens of reconciled Gaod Wil, ihe ſpent. certain 
| Hours 
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MARY Queen of Scots. x1 
Hours in his Company, with Countenance and Talk much more familiar 
than ſhe had uſed in 1ix or ſeven Months before. Ar the Coming in of 
Paris, ſhe broke off her Talk, and prepared to depart. This Parts was 
2 young Man, born in France, and had lived certain Years in the Houſes 
of Bothwel and Setor, ard afterward with the Queen. Whereas the 
other Keys of that Lodging were in cuſtody of the King's Servants, Pa- 
11s, by feigning certain fond and ſlender Canſes, had in keeping the 
Keys which Borhwel kept back, of the Back-Gate, and the Poſtern. He 
was in ſpecial Truſt with Bothwel and the Queen, touching their ſe- 
cret Aﬀairs. His Coming (as it was before agreed among them) was 
a Watch-word, that all was .ready for the Matter. As ſoon as the 
Queen ſaw him, ſhe rcſe up immediately z and feigning another Cauſe 
to depart, ſhe ſaid, Alas ! I have much offended tow rd Sebaſtian thes Day, 
that 1 appeared not in a Mack at his Marriage. This Sebaſtian was an Ar- 
vernors, a Man in great Fayour with the Qneen, for his Cunning in Mu» 
ſick, and his merry Jeſting, and was married the ſame Day. The King 
thus left, in a manner alone, in a deſolate place, the Queen departeth, 
accompanied with the Earls of Argyle, Huntley and Caſſiles, that atten- 
ded upon her. After that ſhe was come into. her Chamber, after Mid- 
night, ſhe was in long Talk with Borhwel, none being preſent but the 
Captain of her Guard. And when he alſo withdrew himſelf, Bothwel 
was there left alone, without other Company ;z and ſhortly after, reti- 
red into his own Chamber. He changed his Apparel, becauſe he would 

be unknown of ſuch as met him 3 and put on a looſe Cloak, ſuch as the 

Swartrytters wear ; and ſo went forward, through the Watch, to exe- 

cute his intended traiterous Fatt. The whole Order of the doing there- 

- may be eaſily underſtood by their Confeſſions, which were put todeath 
or it, 

Bothwel, after the Deed was ended that he went about, returned 
and, as if he had been ignorant of all that was done, he got him to bed. 
The Queen in the mean time, in great Expectation of the Succeis, how 
finely the played her part ' as ſhe thonght) it is marvel to tell ; for 
ſhe not once ſtirred at the Noiſe of the Fall of the Houſe, which ſhook 
the whole Town ; nor at the fearful Oat-cries that followed, and con- 
fuſed Cries of the People ( for | think there happened to her not any 
new thing unlooked for) till Bothwe!, feigning himſelf afraid, roſe 
again out. of his Bed, and came to her, with the Earls of Argyle, Funt- 
ley and Athole;, and with the Wives of the Earls of Arthole and Murray, 
and with the Secretary. There, white the monſtrous Chance was in 
telling, while every one wondered at the thing, that the King's Lodging 
was, even from the very Foundation, blown up into the Air, and the 
King himſelf ſlain. . In this Amazedneſs, and confuſed Fear of all ſorts 


of Perſons, only that ſame Heroical Heart of the Queen maintained ir 
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ſelf fo far from caſting her ſelf down into baſe Lamentations and Tears, 
unbeſeeming the Royal Name, Blood and Eltate, that ſhe matched, or 
rather far ſurmounted al} Credit of the Conſtancy of any in former 
times. This alſo proceeded of the ſame Nobility of Conrage, that ſhe 
ſet out the greater part of them that were about her, to enquire out 
the manner of the doing z and commanded the Soldiers that watched, to 
follow ; and ſhe her felf ſerled her ſelf to reſt, with a Countenance fo 
quiet, and Mind ſo untroubled, that ſhe ſweetly ſlept rill the next Day 
at Noon. But lelt ſhe ſhould appear void of all Naturalneſs at the Death 
of Fer Husband, by little and little, at length ſhe kept her cloſe, and pro- 
claimed a Mourning, not long to endure. | | 
The Common People, not certainly knowing whether ſhe laughed or 
lamented, were divided into fundry Imaginations, ith it was perillous 
dealing with the diſguiſing of the Court ; either in knowing it, to ſeem 
to mock it; or in not cunningly diſlembling, to ſeem to know ir, 
While ſome talked of one fort, ſome of another, in the mean time, of 
any Erquiry to be had of the Murther, there was no mention made 
at all. Ar length, the Day following, in the After-noon, when both 
Sname and Fear conſtrained them thereto, Bothwel, the principal Doer 
of the vile Act, with certain others that were p.:ivy to the ſame, aſlem- 
bled together, with the Earl of Argyle, for that he is, by Inheritance, 
the Juſtice co deal with Crimes punithable by Death. Firſt, As though 
they had beep utterly ignorant of al] that ever was done, they begin tc 
wonder at the ſtrangeneſs of the matter, ſuch as never was heard of, 
and incredible. Then they begin a little to be bulie about their Enqui- 
ry ; they ſent for a few poor, filly Women, that dwelt thereabout; 
which poor Souls, ſtanding in doubr, whether ic were better for them 
to cell, or hold the:r peace, though they daintily tempered their Speech, 
yer, when they had bjabbed out ſomewhat more than rhe Judges looked 
for, they were diimiſlſed again, as Fools that had but indiſcreetly pra- 
ted ; for their Teſtimonies, though they touched ſome Folks ſhrewdly, 
yet they were ſuch as they might eaſily fer light by. Then were calkd 
and examined the King's Servants, that were of his Houſhold, ſuch as 
were left undeſtroyed by that cruel Chance : They denied that they had 
the Keys in keeping. Bcing examined who had them, they faid, Fhe 
Qneen. So the Enquiry ( for Manners fake) was adjourned, but, in- 
decd ſuppreſled, for fear, left if they proceeded further, the Secrets of 
the Court might happen to be diſcloſed. . Yet, leſt the Matter thould 
ſeem not to be regarded, ont goeth a Proclamation, with Rewards pro- 
miſed to him that could give Information of ir. But who durſt accuſe 
the Queen? Or (which was, in a manner, more perillous) Who durft 
detect Zothwel of fuch an horrible Offence ; eſpecially., when he himſelf 
was both Doer, Judge, Enquirer and Examiner ? . Yet this Fear, which 
| [topped 
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topped the Mouth of every Man in particular, could not reſtrain the 
whole Multirude .in general z for both by Books ſet out, and by Pi- 


| Cures, and by Cries in the dark Night, it was ſo handled, that the 
| Doers of that miſchievous FaCt might eaſily underſtand, that thoſe Se- 


crets of theirs were come abroad. And when every Man was now out 
of doubt, who did the Murther, and who gave furtherance unto it, the 


| more that they laboured to keep their own Names undiſcloſed, ſo much 


the more the People's Grudge (being reſtrained) brake out the more 
openly. Though they took upon them, as if they regarded not theſe 


| things, yet ſometimes the Rumours ſo inwardly pricked them to the 


quick, that they could by no means hide their Anger. Therefore, dif- 
continuing their ſearching for the King's Death, they begin a new En- 
quiry, far more earneſt, againſt the Authors of Books, and the Slanders 


| of Bothwel, as they themſelves termed them. Theſe Examinations were 


f rigorouſly put in Execution, as neither Money nor Labour of Men 
nor Horſes, was ſpared about it. All the Painters were called together ; 


| allthat earned their Living by Writing, were aſſembled, to judge of the 
| Pictures and Books that had been ſet out. And if any Painter had nor, 
| of his own Accord confeſſed, that ic was he of whoſe Work they en- 


quired, another that was not guilty thereof, but touched a little with 
allight Suſpicion, had ſuffered for ir. There was publithed a Procla- 


{ mation agreeable with the manner of the [nquiſition, wherein it was 


made Death, not only to ſet out any ſuch Matter; but alſo to read it, 


| being ſer out by another. Bur theſe Perſons, that with threatning of 


Death practiſed to ſtop the Speech of the People ; yet. not ſatisfied with 
the moſt cruel Murder of the King, ceaſed not their Hatred againft him 
when he was dead. All his Goods, Armour, Horſes, Apparel, andq 


{ other Furniture of his Houſe, the Queen divided, ſome to them that 


ſlew him, and ſome to his Father's ancient deadly Foes, as if they hady 
upon Attainder, come to her by Forfeiture, and his Father's Tenants, as 
though they had been alſo Part of her conquered Booty, ſhe fo ſcraped, 
till ſhe:brought them in a manner to extream Beggary. . 

But this was a ſtrange Example of Cruelty, and fuch.as” never was 
heard of before, . that as ſhe had ſatisfied her Heart with his Slaughter ; 
ſo he would needs feed her Eyes with the Sight of. his Body ſtain. For 
ſhe long beheld, not.only without Grief, bur alſo with greedy Eyes, his 


' dead Corps, the goodlieſt Corps of any Gentleman that ever lived in 


this Age And then ſuddenly, without any Funeral' Honour, in the 


| Night time, .by co nmon Carriers of dead Bodies, upon a vile Bier, me 


cauſed him to be-buried hard by. David Kizo. When theſe doings were 
known abroad, and that the Indignation of the People had overcome the 


' Threatnings of Renalties, and the.Frankneſs of Sorrow ſurmounted Fear, 


by littte and liccle ſhe began to ſet her Face, ard. with counterfeiting of 
| | __ Monraing, 
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I4 A Detedion of 

Mourning, ſhe laboured to appeaſe the Hearts of the grudging Peay, 
For where the ancient manner hath been for Queens, after the Death of 
their Husbands,, by the ſpace of forty Days, not only to forbear the 
Company of Men; bur alſo from looking on the open Light, ſhe atten. 
pted a diſguiſed marner of Mourning. ' But the Mirth of Heart far pyr. 
ling the feigned Sorrow, ſhe ſhut the Doors indeed 3 but ſhe ſer open - 
the Windows, and within four days ſhe threw away her wailing Weeg 
and began to bebold both Sun and open Sky again. But this one thing 
fell very overthwartly. For when Henry Killegree was come from the 
Queen of England to comfort her, as the — is, this Gentleman 
Strangers hap wzs to marr the Play, and unvizor. all the difguiſing, 
For when lie was, by the Queen's Commandment come to the Court, 
though he being an old Courtier, anda good diſcreet Gentleman, dig 
nothing haſtily ; yet he came in ſo unſeaſonably, eer the Stage was pre. 
pared and furnithed, that he found the Windows open, the Candles 
not yet lighted, and all the Proviſion for the Play out of Order, 
When of the forty Days that are appointed for the Mourning, ſcarce 
twelve were yet fully paſt, and the counterfeiting would not frame 
half handſomly, and to diſcloſe her true Aﬀections ſo ſoon, ſhe was ſome. 
what aſhamed ; at length taking Heart of Grace unto her, and neglett. 
ing ſuch Trifles, ſhe cometh to her own Blaſs, and openly ſhewetk her 
own natural Conditions. She poſteth to Seror's Houſe, with a y 
few, and thoſe not all of the ſaddeſt Company. There Borhwel, though 
it. ſeemed, that for the great Favour he then had in Court, and for the 
Nobility of his Birth, and other reſpects of Honour, he ſhould hare 
been, next after the Queen, moſt honourably received, yet was lodged 
in a Chamber hard by the Kitchin. Howbeit the ſame was a Place not 
altogether unfit to aſlwage their Sorrows, for it was directly under the 
Queen's Chamber : And if any ſuddenqualm of Grief ſhould have hap. 
pened to come over her Heart, there was a pair of Stairs, though ſome- 
what narrow, yet wide enough for Botbwel to get up to comfort her. 

In the mean time, after the Rumour hereof was ſpread into Franc, 

Momunſieur de Croc, who had often before been Ambaſſador in Scotland, 
came in ſuddenly upon them, God wot full unſeaſonably. By his Ad- 
vice ſhe returned to Edizburgh, out of that Den which even as far as 
France was infamous. But in Seron's Houſe were ſo many commodions 
Opportunities for her Purpoſe, that howſoever her good Name were 
thereby impaired, needs ſhe muſt go thither again. There were Coun- 
ſels holden of the great Afﬀairs of the Realm. The end of the Conſults- 
tion was, that Bothwel ſhould be arraigned of the Murder, and acquitted 
by Judges thereto choſen for the Purpoſe, and conſtrained. It was 
concluded, That the meaner ſort of the Judges might with Favour and 


fair Promiſes be led, and the reſt of the greater and graver ſort on | 
or | 
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fr Faſhions Sake they were driven to call to-the Matter) might be 


| Jrawn with Fear to acquit him. For beſide Libels thereof commonly 


thrown abroad z the King's Father the Earl of Zexox did openly accule 


|. author of the Murder. 


The Aſſembly of the States in Parliament was at hand, which 37as to 
be holden the thirteenth of April, before which Day they would needs 
have the Artaignment diſpatched. That great haſte was the Cauſe, 
why in that Proceeding and Trial nothing has been done according to the 
Form of Law , nothing in Order, nothing after the ancient Uſage. 
There ought to have heen publick Summons of the Accuſers, the 
next of the Kin, the Wite, the Father, and the Son, either to be 
preſent themſelves, or to fend their Proctors. The Law alſo gave 
them time of forty Days. Burt here the Father was commanded to 


| come within thirteen Days, and that without any Aſſembly of his 


Friends, with his own Hou hold Retinue only, which by Reaſon of his 
great Poverty, was now brought to a few : While in the mean time, 


' Bubwel with great Bands of Men, daily maſtered about the Town. 


And becauſe he verily believed that in fo aſſured Peril, no Man would 


| take upon him ro be his Accuſer, he grew to ſuch a Negligence, and. 


ſuch Contempt of Law and jadicial Proceedings, that the Indi&tment 
was framed of a Murder ſappoſed to be dons the ninth Day of. Febru- 


| ay, when indeed the King was {lain the. teath Day. In chuling and re- 


fuling of the Judges, the like Severity was uſed ; for the Murderers 


| themſelves made the Choice of the Judges, when there was no Man 
| totake Exception againſt them. Tlie Earl of Caſes, willing rather 


topay his Amercement, as the manner is, than to be a Judge in the 
Matter, when he had ſtood in it a while, and would not appear at the 
Queen's Requeſt and Menacing 3 yea, though ſhe ſent her Ring for 


Credit both of her earneſt Prayerand Threataing 3. at length, conſtrain- 


& with Fear of Exile and Puniſhment, he yielded. There fate the 
Judges, not choſen to judge, but picked out to acquit : The Cauſe 


| proceeded without any Adverſary. A Trial ia a Matter of Life and 


Death, when there was never an Accuſer, but ſuborned by the Party 
accuſed; ſaasa Man might well think ir not the Trial of a Cauſe in 
aCourt, but the playing of an Enterlude upan a Stage. 


| -» Inal] this fearleſneſs of all things, yet behold, 1 pray you, of what 
| force is the Teſtimony of Conſcience on either ſide : Suddenly, un- 


looked for, there ſtarteth up a young Man of the Earl of Lerox's Honſe, 
in whom the Reſpect of Duty vanquiſhed the Fear of Danger : This 
young Man made an open Proteſtation, That the ſame Aſſembly of 


| Judges was not lawful, becauſe in their Proceeding, there was nothing 


done according to Law nor Order. At this Saying, the Judges were 


Ul ftricken in ſuch a fear, that they all, by and by, with.ons eccord, 


made - 
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made Proteſtation, with proviſo, That it ſhould not hereafter hy 
prejudicial ro them, in that they acquitted a Priſoner whom no Map 
accuſed , and that they had acquitted hint of a Murder alledged ty 
be committed the Ninth day of February , when the King was flain 
the Tenth day. This is that ſame noble Trial and Judgment, where. 
by .Bothwel was not cleanſed of tlie Crime, bur as it were waſhed with 
Sowters Blacking, and fo more comely prepared to go a Woning tg 
wed the Queen, and ſo to become a Husband to her greater ſhame, 
than when he was before an Adulterer. To make up yer the full per. 
fection and encreaſe of this jolly Acquittal, there was ſet up a Writing 
inthe moſt notorious Place of the Court, that though Bothwel had by 
juſt Trial and Judgment been lawfully cleared and acquitted of the þ 
Murder, whereof he had been fallly accuſed, yet for more manifeſt ge. | 
claration of his Innocency to the whole World, he was ready to try it 
in Combar, if any Min of good Fame, and a Gentleman born, would 
charge him with the Murder of the King. 

The next day after, there was one that ſet up a Bill in open place, 
and offered to accept the Combat, ſo that there might for the Battle he 
ſuch a place appointed, wherein the party might ſafely without fear 
diſcloſe his Name. 

While Matters and Mens Aﬀections were in this ſtir, the Parliament 
aſſembled ; there, after they had for eight days together, in manner 
done nothing but treated of reverſing the Judgment, whereby the Earl 
of Huntley's Father had been attainted of Treaſon, and for reſtoring 
the Son to bis Father's Poſſeſſions and Honours: There were alſo cer- 
tain plauſible things granted to pleaſe the People, and eſpecially for the 
Church ; namely, the repealing of certain Laws of Popiſh Tyranny, 
made for punithing of ſuch as durſt once mutter againſt the Decrees of 


'the See of Rome. Though theſe things were acceptable among the 


Commonalty, yet there remained one thing which no leſs vexed the | 
Queen, than offended the People ; that is to ſay, her company ing with 
Bothwel, not altogether ſo openly as ihe would fain have hadit ; and yet 
not ſo ſecretly , but that the People perceived it; for that all Mens eyes 
were gazirig upon them. For whereas Bothwel had a Wife of his own, 
and to tarry for a Divorce, was thought an overlong delay ; and in the 
mean time, the Queen could neither openly avow to have him, nor ſe 
cretly enjoy him, and yet inno wiſe could be without him ; fome (hift, 
though not an honeſt one, yet a ſhift, forſooth, muſt be deviſed : And 
when they could not think upon a better, it ſeemed to them a marvel- 
lous fine invention, god wot, that Borbwel ſhould ravith and take away 


the Queen by force, and ſo ſave her Honour : So within a few days at- | 
ter, as the Queen was returning from Srerline, Bothwel forceably took her 


by the way, and carried her to Dunbar; whether with her wh 
againſt | 
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2phinſt her Will, every Man may eaſily perceive by her own Letters, that 
ſhe wrote to him by the way, as ſhe was in her Journey. But howſo- 
ever it were, that the wrong of the Raviſhment might be defaced with 
honeſt colour of Marriage, Bothwel's Wife' was compelled in two Courts 
to ſue a Divorce againſt her Husband. 

Before Judges delegate, appointed by the Queen's Authority to have 
Juriſdiction in ſuch Cauſes, the Wife: accuſern the Husband of Adul- 
tery, which with them was a juſt cauſe of Divorce, before Popifh 


| Judges, who indeed by Law were forbidden, -yet by ſpecial Diſpen- 


ſation of the Biſhop of St. Andrews, were for the hearing of this Cauſe 
only permitted ; Bothwel was accuſed, that before his Marriage with 
his Wife, he had committed Fernication with his Wife's near Kinſ- 
woman; howbeir, all this while they kept cloſe the Pope's Bull, by 
which the fame offence was diſpenſed with. The Divorce; was poſted 
forward withoat any flackneſs either in the Witneſles, or in the Judges : 
Within the ſpace of ten days, the matter was taken in hand, began, and 


intended, -joined unto, tried, and judged before both the Companies of 


Judges : When the Sentence of Divorce was given, and ſent to Dunba;, 
Bothwel by and by aſſembled together from all parts, all his Friends, his 
Servants , and Retainers, toconvey to Edizburgh the Queen, who would 
then needs take upon her to be a Priſoner, : 

When thatthey were thus gathered together, the moſt part of them 
in Armour, by the way, as they were conduCting the Queen, many of 
them were ſuddenly ſtricken in ſome fear,leſt in time to come;they might 
be charged for holding the Queen as Priſoner ; and although there were 


- no other evidence , yet this one thing would be proof enough againſt 


them, That.in time of Peace they were found about her. While they 
were in this doubt, in the midſt of their Journey, they all threw away 
their Launces, and in more peaceable array, at leaſt in fſnew, they con- 
veyed her tothe. Caſtle of Edinburgh, which Caſtle 'was alſo at that time 
at Bothwel's Commandment ; there the tarried with Borhrwcl, while the 
Banes were publiſhing. Then ſhe came down out of the Caſtle into the 
Town,to.the common Aſſembly of the Judges, and there pronounced her 
F1f-to be free at her own liberty :-And ſo at length, within eight days, 
ſhe finiſhed that unmatrimonial Matrimony, all good Men ſo far deteſting, 
or atleaſt. grudgingly fore-judging the unlacky end thereof; that Mon- 
ſieur 4e Croc, the Freach King's Ambaſladour, a Man very well affeCti- 
oned to the Queen, one of the Faction of the Houſe of Guiſe, and ſo- 
journing very near to the place,: though he were earneſtly required, yet; 
he thought he.conld not with'his'Honbur be preſetitat the Re. 0... 


+ Theſe things were-done about the Twenty fifth of May, 1n.the, year. 


ef our Lord'1 597.- The Twenty fifth day of June following, Bothwel be- 
ing eitherdiſmaid:witha guilty Conſcience of the vile Fact, or Tent away 


_ CNC—— —— 


13. |  # Deteflion of 

by the Queen, fhecame her ſelf to the Lords of the Realm, who earneſt. 
ly required the public k King-Murderer to be brought forth to due CXecu. 
tion. What hath been done ſince, pertaineth not much to this prefent 
matter ; and though my Speech have been, perhaps, longer than you 
looked for, yer 1 plainly perceive ia my ſelf, that while 1 ſeek to make 
anend of my Tale, | have omitted, and many things for haſte | haye 


butlightly touched, and nothing have, according to the heinouſneſs of 
the Offence, fully expreſſed. 


An Oration, with a Declaration of the Evi. 
dence azainft M ARY the Scottiſh Queen; 
wherein is by neceſſary Arguments plainly 
proved, T hat ſhe was guilty and privy of the 
ſaid Murder. 


Eeing theſe things are by Writings and Witneſſes ſo probable, 
and ſtick ſo faſt imprinted in the knowledge of all the People, 
that ſuch as would have them moſt hidden, cannot deny them : 
W har place is here left for cunning, or what need can be of di- 
ligence, to proveor reprove a thing ſo plain and evident ? For all things 
are ſo clear, ſo manifeſt, and ſo mutually knit together, each part to 
ſtrengthen other, that there is named of foreign Probations ; and all 
things ſo fully witnelled, that there is no neceſſity of other Arguments: 
For if any will ask me, as in other matters is uſed to be asked, the 
Cauſes of ſo foul a fat, I might alſo likewiſe ask of him, ſith the Time, 
the Place, the Deed, and the Author is ſufficiently known, to what 
. purpoſe is it to ſtand upon ſearching the Cauſes, or to enquire by what 
Means it was atchieved? Again, when there be extent ſo many Cauſes 
of Hatred, and ſo many Tokens thereof, which do offer themſelves. 
ro knowledge, as may well be able to bring even things uncertain to 
be believed, ſurely ſo far-fetch'd an explication of the At committed, 
may right well feem ſuperfluaus. Nevertheleſs, foraſmuch as fo great is 
the Impudence of the vile Offenders in denying, and: ſo cenfident the 
Boldnefs of nmpudehit Perſons in lying, let us aſſay to ſee. with what 


Weapons 


> WW we 
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Weapons Truth is able to defend Innocency , againſt thoſe wicked 
Monſters. If then they demand the cauſe of fo heinous a Deed, I an- 
ſwer, It was unappeaſable Hatred. 1 demand of them again, If they 
can deny that ſuch Hatred was, or that the ſame Hatred was ſo grear, 
2s without Blood could not be ſatisfied ? If they deny that ſuch 
Hatred was, then let them anſwer me, Why ſhe, a young Woman, 
Rich, Noble, and finally a Queen, thruit away from her, in a man- 
ner, the young Gentleman into exile, he being beautiful, near of her 
kin, of the Blood Royal, and (that which is greateſt) entirely loving 
her, in the deep of ſharp Winter, into places neither fruitful of things 
neceſlary , nor repleniſhed with Inhabirants, and commonly perillous 
being haunted wich Thieves? Why ſent ſhe him away into: defart and 
cragg7 Mountains, without proviſion, into open perils, and in a manner 
without any Company? What could ſhe more have done, if ſhe had 
molt deadly hated him, and covenanted to have him diſpatched ? But 
I trow ſhe feared no ſuch thing; but that voidneſs of Fear, [ conſtrue 
to be a note of moſt obſtinate Hatred, eſpecially ſich ſhe both knew the 
places, and was not ignorant of the dangers. That Husband therefore, 
to whom ſhe was but lately married, againſt the Liking of her Subjzt&s, 
againſt the Will of their Friends on both ſides, without whom ſhe could 
not endure , whom ſhe ſcarcely durſt ſuffer out of her ſight, him , I 
ſay , ſhe thruſteth forth co uncertain death, and moſt certain pe- 
rils. 

Will ye ask of me the Cauſes of the change of her AﬀeCtion 2? What 
ifI ſay, I knew them nor ? It ſufficeth for my purpole to prove that 
ſhe hated him. What if I ask again, why ſhe ſo extreamly loved the 
young Man whom ſhe never ſaw before? why ſhe ſo haſtily married 
him, and ſo unmeaſurable honoured him? Such are the natures of 
ſome Women, eſpecially ſuch as cannot brook the Greatneſs of their 
own good Fortune: They have vehement AﬀecCtions both ways ; they 


love with exceſs, and hate without meaſure; and to what ſide ſoever 


they bend, they are not governed by adviſed Reaſon, but carried by vio- 
lent Motion. I could, out of the Monuments of Antiquity, rehearſe 
innumerable Examples, but of her ſelf, 1 had rather believe her 
ſelf. 

Call to mind that part of her Letters to Bothwel, wherein ſhe maketh 
her ſelf Meaea, . that is, a Woman that neither in love nor hatred 
can keep any mean. I could alſo alledge other Cauſes of her hatred, 
althongh indeed not reaſonable Cauſes, yet ſuch as are able to ſhove 
forward, and to puſh headlong an outrageous Heart, which is not able 
to govern it ſelf. 

But herein I will forbear : And if her ſelf will ſuffer me, howſover 


ſhe hath deſerved of her Subjects, Ft ſo much as the common _ 
2 Wl 
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will permit, I will ſpare her Honour z yea, 1 will ſpare it more than the 
Caule will allow me. 

Therefore | omit her other Cauſes of Hatred, and return to this, that 
ſhe hared, and not meanly hated him. ECG O43 

Will you ſee alſo another Proof of her Hatred? The tender Wife, 
forſooth, to loving and fond of him, when ſhe could not Go him the 
Duty of a Wife, offereth to do him the Service of a Bawd: She mace 
choice of her own Brother's Wife, to put to him in her place. 

What ihall we think to be the Cauſe of this ſo ſuddain Change ? She 
thar, of late, gapingly ſought for every ſmall Breath of Suſpicion avainſt 
her Husband ; and where true Cauſes were not to be found, ſhe inven- 
ted ſuch as were manifeſtly falſe : And this ſhe curiouſly did, not when 
ſhe loved him, but when the had begun to hate him : And while ſhe was 
fiſhing for Occations to be divorced from him, even ſhe, I ſay, of her 
own accord, offereth him a Lover, declareth her own Contentation 
therewith, and promiſeth her Furtherance. 

What c2n we imagine to be the Cauſe hereof? Was it to pleaſe 
her Husband ? -No, tor {he hated him: And although ſhe loved him, 
yet-ſuch.'manner of doing,” in a Woman, 1is uncredible. Was ir, thzr 
he, : knowing; himſelf likewiſe guilty of Adultery on his part, might 
the more willingly bear with a Partner 1n uſe of his Wite? No, for 
he bare with all per-force, againſt bis Will. Was it to find Cauſe of 
Divorce, and ſo to drive him to leave his Bed empty for Borthwel ? 
Yea,.' that was .it., indeed , that ſhe ſought for; but yet not thar 
alone, for in this' Woman you muſt ;jimagine no {tirgle Miſchief. She 
hated the Earl Awrray's Wife, even with ſuch Hatred as all nmhoneft 
Perſons: hate the honeſt. The differences of their two Fames munch 
vexed her ; and therewithal alſo ſhe coveted to' ſet the good Lady's 
Husband and the King together by the Ears, and fo rid her ſelf of two 
Troudles at once. 0 HO DX 
Thus you ſee. how many, 'and how great things -ſhe practiſed; to dif. 
patch with one Labour : Her Paramour's Enemy, the-Bridler of her Lj- 
centiouſreſs, and her own hated Husband, ſhe-hopeth to rid all at once ; 
while by ſuch ſundry ſorts of wicked Doings,. ſhe maketh haſte to her 
moſt wicked Wedding, py I . 
To what end tended that fearful haſty Calling for the Earl Murray, 
at:Mid-night 4. Conld: ſhe not itarry-tif Day-light ?- "What :whs' the 
Occaſion of fo ſuddain Fear ? - Fhe go0d'' Woman, God: wot, careful 
for the Concord of the Nobility, dearly loving her Brother, 'and moſt 
dearly loving her Husband, was afraid,'forſooth, leſt her Brother ſhould 
in the Night have been allaulted by the King, whom ſhe her ſelf had 
diſarmed. Diſarmed ! {aid 1? Yea, ſhe had disfurnithed him of all con- 
venient Company for his Eſtate, -and made him to be ſhaken up witly a 
oy IE Woman's 


SF 


B— ths LC -- Ll 


\Fancy's fake, That again, at fearorth, ſhe fuTered him nor to come 
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Woman's Scolding, and that by one of her own Train; one who was 
palt all Shame, and of proſticute Unchaſtity. 4Þ 

She feared much, leſt the young Man, deſtitute of Friends. beſet 
with all ſorts of Miſeries,, ſhould make Allault:in the ' Night-time. 
Upon:what Perſon? The Queen's Brother, a Man of great Reputation 
ard Power, and 1n higheſt Favour with all Eſtates. | And. where ſhould 
ke have allaulted him ? In a moit ſtrong Caltle 3 whereupon, .the Deed 
binz done, neither was Way for him to flee, nor Means of Refuge to 
the Queen's Mercy. For what Cauſe ſhould he ailail him? There was 
no Enmity between them, bur ſuch as ſhe nad ſowed. What ſay yau, 
if jþe coveted tha thing molt, which ſhe ,moſt feigned her ſelf to fear ? 
For, to what purpoſe eliz. feat ine for her Brother, to come. to her 
inthe Night-time, unarmed ? Why did ſhe not adviſe him of this one 
thing, at leaft 3 that becanie he was to paſs by, and hard by the King's 
Door, he ſhould, in any wile, put on his Armour? Why did ſhe nat, 
ether fore-warn, nim of the Danger, or. deferr the Calling of. him 
till the next Merning:? ,No, na ; ite had. a more ſubtile :Purpoſe 


in hand.; .She had bug newly ſent the King, inflamed (as ſhe hoped ) 


with Hatred 'of the Earl. 44ray : So thought, ſhe it not unlikely, 
but that the King, Kindled with fre: Diſplcaiure, raſh by Fervour 
of Youth, lightly believing ber by Exceis of Love, would have ad- 
rentured to. {1:y bis ſuppoſed Enemy, naked, unaccompanied and un- 
xrmede +50 fenc the the King: raging in Anger, to commit the Slaugh- 


ter; and: practiſed to: draw the Earl” Murray naked, unacco:mpanied, 


uwarned,. to be ſuddatnly trapp'd in-Treaſon. This was her Meaning, 
this was;her Dclire 3 but wicked Counſels, how ſubcile ſoever they be, 
zrenot always proſperous. 

What meant this, that after her Deliverance of Child, at which 
time other Women do chiefly comfort themſelves in the Lovingneſs 


of their Husbands 3 and contels, that they find ſome Eaſe of Pain by 


izht- of them z- ſhe, at the ſame time, driveth her Husband away ? 
What elſe ſhall we ſay ſhe meant thereby, bur, as the Poet faith, for 
pure Love, God wot, the ſhut him: our of Doors: But this tender 
creature, that either ſhutteth-out her Husband, or, as foon as he is 
come, chaſeth him away again 3 whoſe Stomach turned art the tight of 
him, who1s ſudcainly raken witi Pangs at his preſence ; wien ſhe was 
in-the Pinnace, amonglt Pirates and Thieves, ſhe could abide at the 
Poop, and be coment to. handle the boiiterous Cables. Now ask | 


who jhe loved,” and whom {he-bated ? For that, at Aloe, the drove 


way the cumberſome interrupter of her Paſtime ;, that again, when 


hecame to her at Edinburgh, (ie rejected him, 1 blame her not. 1 am 


content to believe, ſhe did it not for Hate to i2r Husband, but for her 


ar 


- ſhe ſo earneſtly delired. Thar ſhe gave ſpecial Commandment, that y 


- but that ſhe bereaved him of all his Neceſſaries, that ſhe took him fron 


' the King, poor Soul, made hard ſhift to live in Deſolation, Sorry 
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at her, let it be born withal 3 for, not without Cauſe, ſhe feared, yp 
the force of her Sickneſs would increaſe ar light of him, whoſe Death 


Man ſhould lodge him, no Man ſhould relieve him with Meat or Orink 
that ſhe, in a manner, forbad him the uſe of Fire and Water : This ; 
undoubtedly, a Token of oucrageous Hatred : But it ſeemeth, ſhe fe, 
red the very Infection of her Husband, if he were in any place near her 
That ſhe ſent him back, from Cragmillar, to Steriine, I complain ng 


| his Servants, that ſhe abated the Allowance of his Expences, that fe Þ 
altenated the Nobiliry from him, that ſhe forbad Strangers the Sigk | 
of him, and (as much as in her lay) took from him, even while þ 
lived, the Uſe of Heaven, Earth and Air ; this, I ſay, I know tot why 
to call it; Unnaturalneſs, Hatred, barbarous Fierceneſs, or outrageny 
Cruelty! That when he went from Srerlize, ſhe took away all t 
Plate, let it be pardoned ; for what need had he of Silver, that 
ried with him preſent Death in his Boſom ? But this I beſeech youn 
conlider 3 what great Indignation of all Men it hath kindled, that why 


and Begegary ; whilſt that Borhwel, like an Ape in Purple, was trim 

Phantly ſhewed to the Ambaſſadors of Foreign Nations ; even that ſan: 

Partner of her Husband's Bed, not ſo much for the Love of himſelf, af 

for Deſpight of her Husband , was carried abroad, ſet out with a 
kind of Ornaments ; even that adulterous Partner, I ſay, that neith 

in Birth, nor in Beauty, nor in any honeſt Quality, was in any wiſecon 

parable with her diſdained Husband. Now let them deny that her 

were Tokens of Hatred. | 

But how great, and how unappeaſable this Hatred was, even by thi 

ye may gather : Her Husband ſo oft ſhut out, ſo oft ſent away wit 
Deſpight, driven to extream Poverty, baniſhed into a deſolate Corn, 
far from the Court, far from the Preſence of Men, ſpoiled of his Se: 
vants and Houſhold-furniture, bereaved, in a manner, of his daily nh. 
ceſſary Suſtenance; yet by no Injuries can be ſhaken from her, by n 
fear of Death can be withdrawn ; but with Serviceableneſs and P: 
tience he aſſayeth, if not to overcome, yet, at leaſt, ſomewhat to 
ſwage the violent Cruelty of her unkind Courage. - In the mean tins 
what doth this good, gentle Wife, this merciful Queen, that IS, at tl 
beholding of Men's Miſeries, ſo kind and pitiful? Neither is ſhe one 
moved with the loving Doings, nor with the wretched Plight, nor wit 
the miſerable Wofulneſs of her Husband, nor appeaſed by Time, nr 
ſatisfied wich Torments ; but rather, with his Serviceableneſs ſhe i 
irritated, with his humble Prayers ſhe is more inflamed, and at 


[to 
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ry time of his Coming ſhe deviſerh ſome new lncreaſe of ſpightf tho 
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-"onour 3 Wherein, when ſhe had ſpent the uttermoſt of all her Force, 
wit, and Bitterneſs of Natnre 3 when ſhe ſaw the poor young Gen- 
leman, neither to give over by fainting, being, oppreſſed with Pover- - 
ty; and chough he were deſpiſed of all Men, and fo often thrown into 

nPerils, neither to deſpair, nor otherwile, more cruelly, to make 

8 :6zy himſelf; ar length, as it were glutted with the ſight of his Mi- 
Þ fries and Torments, ſhe determined preſently to rid him of his Ca- 
. Þ nities, her ſelf of Irxſomneſs, and her Adulterer from Fear ; and 
ſo by certain ſpecial Perſons thereto appointed, ſhe cauſed him to be 

ifoned, that being abſent from her, he might ſodie with leſs Suſpicion. 
git Þ But of the Poiſon | will ſay more in another Place. 

When this Practice fram'd not fully to. her Deſire, ſhe goeth her 
flfto Glaſcow, that whom being abſent ſhe coald nor kill, ſhe might 
fer ſelf in Preſence ſatisfie both her cruel Heart, and. her Eyes with 
foht of bis preſent Miſeries. And as if her ſelf alone were not ſuffi-. 
Þ cent to execute the cruel tormenting of him, the bringeth into his Sight 
Miniſters of her heinous doings, and his ancient natural Enemies, and 
yith theſe Outrages travailed to vex his Soul at his laſt Breath. But 
wherefore gather we Arguments, as in a doubtful Caſe , when ſhe 
her ſelf will-not ſuffer us to doubr at all? She, the Queen her ſelf, 1 
fy, openly proteſted, not to her Lover in Bed , not amongſt her 
Confederates in ſecret Chambers, nor before few and mean Perſons 
e Eſtate, apt to Flattery, conſtrained by Poverty , or of Purpoſe 
ofettioned ; ſhe her ſelf, I ſay, openly confeſſed, That ſhe could not 
lirveone good Dey, if ſhe were not rid of the King, and that not once, 
t her: Þ for unadviſedly 3 but in Preſence of thoſe Perſonages,. whom ſhe uſed 

tocall to Council in the weightieſt Aﬀairs. For it cannot be faid un- 
Jy th adviſedly flipped from her, that was ſo oft ſpoken, in ſo many, ſo 
7 with far diſtant Places, with Tears always added, to. move Credit,. hefore 
orner, I Men notable , both for their Nobility, Weath, and Wiſdom, and 
$ Ser-Wf wherein ſhe declared her own Opinion, practiſed to win their Aſſent, 
ly wad hearkened for their Advices. But be it that ſhe forged all theſe 
by n{ tngs, be it that her Tears were feigned, let them: not believe it that 
id P> ff teard it 3 let the greatneſs of the Outrage make the Report uncredible, 
too lmy ſelf alſo would gladly be one of that Number, to. think theſe 
tins things uttered by her, rather to groap the Minds of others, than that 
at tleſÞ fic her ſelf ſo thought in her Heart, if it were not fo, that the thing 
e oncÞt-felf confirmeth the Reporr, that the Outrageouſneſs of the doings 
r wit far ſurmounteth all Bitterneſs of Utterance. = 
e, fs When he was preparing to depart from Glaſcow, ſhe canſed Poiſon 
ſhe 5F!9/be given him. You: will ask, by whom? In what Manner?. What 
t ex- ind of Poiſons? Where had ſhe it ? Ask you theſe Queſtions? As 
ghtfiſf though wicked Princes ever wanted Miniſters of their wicked Treache. 
our; Ti6S. 
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ries. But {til} you prefs me perhaps, and ſtill you ask me whohe 
theſe Miniſters ? Firſt,” that poiſoned he was, -it Is certainly | knoyy: 
For though the Shameleſneſs of Men would-not ſtick ro deny a thin 
io manifeſt ; yer the kinda of Difeaſe, ſtrange, unknown to the Pe. 
ple, unacquainted with Phylicians, eſpecially ſuch as. had not been i 
laly and Spain, black Pimples breaking out over all his Body, prie. 
vous Aches in ell his Kimbs, and intolerable ſtink diſclofed it. [f thi 
Canie were to be pleaded beiore grave: Cats the Cenſor, ail this were 
eaſie for us to prove before him that 'was perſwaded, that there is-ng 
Aduitereſs, but the ſame is alſo a Pojiſoner. Need we ſeek for a more 
ſubſtantial Witneſs than Cato, every of whoſe Sentences Antiquity 
eſteemed as ſo many Oracles. Shal] we not in a manifeſt. thing belteys 
him whoſe Credit hath in things doubtful ſo oft prevailed? Lo here 
a Man of ſingutzr Uprightneſs, and of moſt notable Faithfulneſs-and 
Credit, beareth Witneſs againſt a Woman burning 'in:Hatred 'of her 
Husband, and in Love with an -Adulterer, . and .in both theſe- Difeals 
of corrupt Aﬀections unbridled, untemperable by her Eſtate , raging 
by her Power , and indulgently following the Wantonnefs of her 
Wealth. © But let us omit old and diſcuſſed things, and let us ſever the 
Credit of inconſtant Multitudes from the caſe of Princes: ..-Let-us in &. 
greata matter admit no! Witneſs, in whom: either his Eſtate.-may ,he 
ſulpeCtted:, - or his Manners may be blamed." What: Witneſles then 
ſhall we uſe? For by this Condition, we may bring forth none under 
the'Royal Degree of a King or a Queen. | | | 
But ſuch 'vile Acts are not wont to be committed by Noble and gool 
Men, but by lewd and wicked'Miniſters. Howbeilt that herein alſo the 
m6ſt preciſe may be ſatisfied, -£o to, let us bring forth a Royal Witneſs, 
Read het -own Letter: her Letter (I ſay.) written with her om 
Hand: What-mean'theſe Words ? He is not mich deformed, and yet k 
hath received much. -Whereof hath he received much ? The. thing, it felf 
the Diſeaſe, the Pimples, the Savor do tell you. Even that much. he 
received, that brought Deformity , Forſooth , very Poiſon. But 
Ker Letters name not Poiſon. This is ſufficient for me, that it is there 
faid, that'*rhongh he received much , 'he' not much deformed, or, thayi 
he” be nor mich defornied , yet he received much. What meaneth thi 
Word''yer? What elſe: but this, That whatſoever .it was that'he re 
ceived,” the' ſame was the Cauſe of his Deformity, which though it 
were much, yet was it not ſo much as to work ſuch Deformity s 


was deſired. But be it,it were not Poiſon, What then was it elſe? Yu 


can' find nothing that can with Convenience. of Reaſon be named 
Place of 'if. '' Finally-, whatſoever 1t be that is 'meant by this: Wart 
much, it is ſuch, »eſlic her ſelf, inſo ſecret and familiar.a Letter, dar 
not call by theright Name. Yea, and though we would ſhift it al 
T cavillous 
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arlllous Expoundivg;; yet. ſhe her ſelf will net ſuffer. 'vs.” Compare 
that which weet before with: that which falloweth, and by her Device 
-ad Purpoſe for time to came, ye ſhall eaſily underſtand, what. it. is 
that ſhe bath-danein time paſt. Firſt, ſhe ſaith, it is. needfal, that he 
bepwrged 3 then ſhe determineth to carry him to Cragmiller, where both 
the Phyſicians, and (which is more dangerous than any Phyſician} ſhe 
her ſelf may be preſent. Finally, ſhe asketh Council of Zohwel, whe- 
ther he can deviſe any ſecreter way by Medicine, than that at Crag- 
wilar, and after a! Barth. See how all things banyg_ together. He hack 
rererved much, he nuſt be purged, and at Cragmillar ;| that is, in a deſo- 
late Corner, in a Place, by Reaſon of ſmall Reſort, very apt for a 
Miſchief to be committed. And Medicine he muſt uſe, and what, for- 

footh? Even the ſame whereof he had before received much. How ſhall 

that appear? She will bave the manner of miniſtring the ' Medicine co 
be fecret. If it be to heal: him, what. needs that Secrecy? Why is it 

notailminiſtred openly,in a known and Populous Place? Now he is eaſed 

of his Sickneſs, luſty and kealthy, why is he purged in an unuſual man- 

ner, and in an uninhabited Carner? But perheps it was a ſtrange 

kind of Diſeaſe, it had need of ſtrange Remedies, What Phyſicians 

then called ſhe to Counſel? To. whom is, this Charge committed ro 

feek out a new Medicine and curing for the King ? Forſoorh, to the 

King's Enemy, to the Queen's Adulterer, the vileſt of all rwo-footed 

Beaſts, whoſe Houſe was in France defamed for poiſoning, and whoſe 

Servants were there for the ſame Cauſe, ſome tortured, ſome impri- 

ſoned, and all ſuſpefted. When was he appointed to receive this No- 

ble Medicine ?-,Either at his Bathing, where he ſhould wath alone, or 

after his Bathing, where he ſhould ſup alone. So, forſooth, are Me. 

dicines accuſtomed to be provided by Enemies, ina ſecret Place, with- 

ont Witneſſes. That therefore while an Adulterer , an Adultereſs, 

and the Partner of his Wives Body, curiouſly prepareth, and ſfecret- 

ly miniſtreth; what Medicine this is, let every Man with himſelf 
weigh and confider. By this time, 1 ſuppaſe, yau ſee the Hatred of 
the Queen, how unappeaſeable, how outrageouſly cruel, how obſti- 

bite it. was againſt her Hnsband, whom ſhe thruſt among T hieyes, whom 

he praCtiſed to'match in Feud and Batrtel with the Nobility and with 

her Brethren, who were both naked and poor, loden with Deſpights, 

rexed with Railings, aſſailed with Poiſon, ſhe drove him away into a 

ſolitary Corner, there to die with the extremeſt Torment. Now let 

us proceed to the other Cauſes. 

- This Hatred it ſelf was of it ſelf ſufficient. to prick her forward to 

her Enemies Slaughter, often fought, once attempted, and almalt at- 

thieves. Yet was there beſides, a iſtronger Enforcemens, it ſelf ghle 

to enflame her Hatred, I mean the Low wherewksb Ba (UIPERATY 
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fanfſed Borhapel © Whichd.ove, whoſoevet ſaw not,: and+yet* hath ſeen 
him will! flerhaps think ir incredible... - Forawhat was there in-him, 
that was'of a Woman-otf ahy honeſt Copnrenance to be delired? Wa 
chete/any Gift of Eloqnetice ? -Or Grace of:Beauty ? Or Virtue of Mind, 
garfjithed with the Benefits, which we call, of Fortune ? As for his Elo- 
quence and Beauty, we-need not lay much, fith they that have ſeen 
him can well remember both his Countenance, his Gate, and the whole 
Form of his Body how gayit was: They that have heard him, are not 
ignorant of his rude. Utrerance 'and Blockiſhneſs. © But you will ſay, 
he- was in executing Attempts, wiſe and politickz'in adventuring of 
Perils, hardy and valiant, in free giving, liberal; in uſe of Pieaſares, 
temperate. For Wiſdom, even they that be moſt affeCtionate unto 
him, dare not charge him with it. Of Valiantneſs inde<cd he laboured 
to win ſome Eſtimation ; bur among Horſe-men, ona {ſwift Steed well 
monnted, well provided for his own ſafety, a Beholder of other Men's 
Fighting, ſometime hardly chating them. that tled,” but his Face toward 
him near at Hand, he never durſt abide. Will ye have an Example 
of his excellent Valiantneſs? Of 'a Thief, a notable Coward, whom 
being yielded, and unawares he had deadly wounded, he was thrown 
down to the Ground, hurt, bruiſed with dry Strokes, and had been 
quite ſlain 3 if the poor Thief's Strength, being ready to die, had nor 
failed him. 1 could rehearſe this :glorions, vain Braggeries in France, 
I could tell of his laſt fearful Flight. as far as to Denmark. But I had 
rather rub up the Remembrance of that Day,: when the Queen forſs 
king him, came to the Nobility that - protelted to revenge the Slaugh- 
ter of the King. The Armics ſtood ready in Array, Buthwel in Num- 
ber of Men was equal, in- Place had the Advantage : There ſtood be- 
fore him, tobe his Reward being Vanquiſher, a Queen much fanſying, 
and entirely loving him; a-Kingdom, Wealth, and Rorour, for him, 
and his Poſterity'; moreover, Ilwpunity for his Offences paſt, extreme 
Liberty to do what he liſt for time to come; Ability to advance his 
Friends, and be revenged of his Enemies; and on the other fide, if 
he were vanquiſhed, Dithonour, Poverty , and Baniſhment ; Finally, 
all things, -that 'therezfter happened: or hereafter 'may :happen, were 
then before his Eyes. There were allo preſent beſide: the two Armies, 
Beholders and Witneſſes of each Man's Valiantneſs and Cowardice, 
the Queen, the Price of the. Battle, 'and Mounſreur de Croc, the Em: 
bailacdor of France. Now you look to hear how this Magnifical Boa- 
ſter of Valiantneſs did acquit himſelf. Firſt, being -monnted npon 
an:excellent Horſe, he came -_ bravely forth before the Army. There 
the Man, forſooth, very ſparing of his Country-mens Blood  andta- 
viſh of. his own;'calleth for one to try it with' bim by Combar, Man to 
Man.'- And when there were-many on the ocher lide of honourable mw [2 
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Heaticooled, and his glorious Speech quailed:* and had it not been: that, 
the Quieen, as it were ſome God, out of a Gin ina Tragedy; had by her 
Authority taken up the'Marter, and forbidden” her pretty venereous 
Pidgeon to give-Battel,' he had failed to find,not only'a mea:?, butalſa'an 
honeſt Colour torrefuſe to fight. And ſo the Combat was interrupted 3 
yet inthe joinel Battel, he behaved himſelf ſo 'valiantly, forſooth, the 
firſt Man, almoſt at the Beginning, and alone, he ran his way, and ſo at 
length drew thereſt of his Part to flee after him. nth © 
But for his 'Defaults in Martial Feats; perhaps the'Man'was ſupplied 
with Civil Vertues : Alas! what were they ? or what Vertnes conld' b: 
looked for in him? A Man for the moſt part brought: up in the aca 
Murray's Palace, to wit, a: moſt wicked corrupr Houſe, in Drunkenneſs 
and Whoredoms, amongſt moſt vile Miniſters of diſlolute - miſorder. 


| After that he was grown towards Man's. eſtate, 'at Dice and among Har 
| hts,he ſo waſted a moſt goodly large Revenbe of his Inheritance, that (as 
| the Poet ſaith) Af bis need be had nor left 'mherewith ro buy him a Halter to 


bang himſelf. ' He, I ſay, that defited not only other Mens Houſes with 
Cuckoldry, but alfo his own with inceſtuons Villainy. © | 

This Man therefore, when I ſay to have been beloved of the Queen, 
and not only loved, but alſo outrageouſly and intemperately loved ; they 
that-know it not, will peradventure think that tell wonders. But ſome 
Men perhaps wilt ſay, Was there none ©ther in al} the Froop of the Youth 
of Nobility beſide him,more worthy to be beloved? Certainly there were 
very many : And one there was, in all things that were wont to allure 
Love, of all other moſt excellent , even her own Husband. What 
was it then that joined ſo unequal Love, and fo far againſt Reaſon ? 
If I ſhall ſay it was likeneſs of Conditions, I ſhall name a likely cauſe of 


Love, though to ſome Men perchance, it may ſeem an untrue cauſe of 


their Love ; neither am I willing to enter into that- Diſcourſe ; neither 


doll affirm the Rumours ſpread of her in France, in time of her firſt Mar- 


tage z howbeit, the Wickedneſles of the reſt of her Life, make ſome 
proof that they roſe not all of nothing ; and many things that have been 
noiſed of her ſince her return into Scorland, I have no mind to believe 


| a3for my part I am content they be buried in forgettulneſs , or if that 


cannot be, let them be taken for falſe and feigned : Neither is it neceſſary 
over.curiouſly to examine Cauſes in 'Love, which 'is uſually fo carried 
with a raſh violent-motion of a muddy andtroubled Mind, that for the 
moſt part it endeth in madneſs ; which if ye labour to govern by diſcreet 
Advice, ye donothing elſe but as if ye ſhould endeavour to be wad with 
Reaſon. But- yet here there want no Cauſes, for there was in them 


' | both. a Likeneſs, if not of Beauty, nor outward things, nor of Vertues 
| yetof moſt extream Vices. She a young Woman, ſuddenly advance 
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and Fftates,' that offered to accept the Combar, by and by, his violent 
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La the higheſt Degree of Authority, when ſhe had never feen with hey 
Eyes, beard with her Ears, por conſidered in ber Heart the form of 
Kingdom goveroed þy, Law, apd thereto was furviſbed with the untem, 
p unſels af her Kinſmen, who themſelves practiſed to fer 


= 


TAJ c L d 
3 Tyragnoos Rule in Frence, endeavoured todraw Right, Equity, Lays, 


23nd Cuſtoms of Anceſtors to ker. only beck and plezſure.. 

Of this icmamagerate deſire, there burſt aut from her many times, ma 
ny. words diſcloſing jt; this ſhe ſtudied day and night. Þut againf 
this Deſire; there withſtood the Cuſtom of the Country, the Laws and 
ratures, . and. principally the. Conſent of the Nobility, who remaiging 
fafe, ſhe could never attain-it. To the end therefore that ſhe might 
Fe able viclegt 


y to atchieve it, ſhe determined by force to remove all 
that ſtood, in her way 3 bur ſhe wiſt not well by what means or by 
whbaſe belp to attempt it. | Bo 
 Frand was the way to.work it, for otherwiſe it was not poſſible toby 
obtained: For this purpoſe therefore Bothwel only ſeemed the fittel 
Man, a Man ip extreaw poverty, doubtful whether he were more vilear || 
wicked z 8nd who between fiaftions of ſundry Religions, deſpiſing | 
both ſides, counterfeited a love of them both: He, when he had ons 
before, offered | the #emiltor's his jervice to murder the Earl Murray, 
gave Thereby a likelihood; that upon bope of greater gain, he would 
natitick to advenrere fame greaſer Enterprize, being one whom the ff 
Ryuine of his. own decayed Family, prick'd forward headlong to mil. if 
Chief, and whom.uo reſpe& of Gadlineſs or Honeſty reſtraived from us 
gracious Ations, As for £xceſlive and jmmoderate uſe. of Lechery, he 
thergin no leſs ſought tobe famopys, than other Men do ſhun Diſhonogr 
and Infamy. She therefore, a Wowan greedily covering uaterwpered 
Authority, who eſteemed the Laws her Priſon, and the Bridle of [v- 
Kice ber Bondage, when ſhe ſaw ip ber Husbayd not mettle enough 

10 trapble the State, ſhe pick'd.out a Man for her purpoſe, who neither | 
had Wealth to loſe, nor Fame to be ftained, even ſuch an one as ht 
might eaſily overthrow again, if ſbe ſhould once grow weary of him; 
fuck a one as ſhe might cally Inars bis Incontinence, with wanton Al 
lurements, fatisfie his need with Mavey, and bind hjs Agurednefs t i 
her with a guilty Conſcience and Confederate in Miſchiefs : Theſe ks | 
the Fountains of that ſame, not umeaſurable, but mad Love, infames | 
Adultery, and vile Parricide, wherewith, as with a Pledge, that blood | 
Marriage. was plighted, Theſe therefore were the cauſes of enter 
prizing that heinous Ach, to wit, unappealable Hatred of her Huzhaod, | 
and intemperate Love of her Adylterer, There was mareover a hops | 
that the Crime might be diverted from them to other, and thee f 
cution for it. might be laid upon the poor Lives of their Evemjes, ad f 
that Meo moſt guiltleſs of phe faults might. þe thruſt in their plas | 

s . «lf 
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#$icrifices- to appeaſe the Peoples diſpleaſure; if nat, to what end, 
then ſerved that Battel, which was almo:t begua ro be fought between 
the King and the Lord Ropere her Brother? To what end tended thoſe 
ceeds of Diſcord that were ſcattered between the King and the Nobl- 
licy? Wherefore did ſhe ſo curioully intreat the Earl Adurray tG ſtay 
with her the day before the Murther was committed ? or what cauſe 
was there to ſend for him? There was an Amballadour come our of Sa- 

; For what cauſe? ſurely it muſt needs be a great Cauſe, and ſuch as 
culd not be ended without the aſſembly of the Nobility: no,god wot;zthe 
Ambaſiadour of Savoy being bidden too late to the Chriſteniag,came when 
al was ended, not for Ambaſſadour to the Chriſtening, bur as one ſent 
toexcuſe the neglecting of doing that Kindneſs, when both he liked not 
to ſend io far for ſo ſmall a matter; and he was ſomewhat aſhamed to 
have failed in preſence, when the French-men and Ezgliſh-men had alrea- 


| dy done it. For the more honourable diſmiſling of fim, the Earl Adur- 


ray was ſent for, and that with ſundry Meſſengers, to come from his Wife 
that lay adying : What need was there then of his preſence ? To draw 


| himto be a party in Conſpiracy of the Slaughter? Why,was it never at= 


tempted before ? Thought they it belt at the laſt point, at the very in- 
fant when the Murder ſhould be committed, to join him to their Fel- 
lowſhip, as a light Man, inconſtant, and ſhifting his Purpoſes at every 


| moment of time ; infamous in his former Life, and not well aſſured in 
' kispreſent Eſtate? No, there is nore of theſe things that they yet dare 


fy of him. Secing then they cannot imagine a falſe Cauſe to ſtay 
him, what was the true cauſe indeed, every Man may ealily gather;z 
eventhe ſame that cauſed tirſt the Earl of Athole, and afterwards him ta 
depart from the Court ; the ſame that fo brought him in danger of 


Path; the ſame that had ſlandered him with falſe Rumours ſcattered 


+ cow the ſame that perſecuted him with infamous Libels of the 


' Murderers themſelves; the ſame that made him to chuſe rather to ga 
| into Baniſhment , than to remain in Court among Ruffians Weapons, 


with great peril of his Life. 
But what availeth this Equity of the Cauſe before Hearers, either 


\ Utterly ignorant of the matter how it was done, or of themſelves dif: 


favouring this part, are envious, or apt to be carried away with feigned 


* Rymours, which eſteem the Slapders of moſt lewd light Perſons, for 
' true Teſtimonies, and give credit tothele Men, who boaſting, at bome, 


tiet they are able to do what they liſt, yet neither dare commir their 


| Cauſe tothe Sentence of the Judges, nor were able to defend themſclvey 
| WBattel; And as by a guilty Conſcience of Offences they feared Judg+ 
| Dept, fo by Rage, grown of their Gujltineſs, they run headlong [9 
* Batrel, and from Batcel rug cowardly away : And now again , when 
Tanding upon the Advantage that they have both in gumber and wealth, 


they 
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they ſcorn the Wiſdom of their Adverſaries, and deſpiſe their Power 


in compariſon of their own; yet diltrulting to prevail by true Manhoog, 


they fall to Robbery, and turn their ungracious Minds to Slanderj 
Cavelling, and Lying, whom but yet for the good will that | bear 19 


my Country-men, 1 would advile to ceaſe from this folly, or fury, & 
ditcaſe of evil ipeaking, leſt in time to come, when Truth thall ſhine our, 
they ſtut up ard ſtop with hatred of them thoſe Perſons Ears to their 


Petitions, whom now they fill and load with falſe Rumours, for there 
will not always be place for forgiveneſs, but as Darkneſs at the Sug 
ſhining, ſo Lyes at the Light of Truth muſt vaniih away. 


'As'for the commodious means for committing that vile faCt,and the hope. 


of hiding it , I need not to purſue the declaring of them in many words, 


fith both the eoſineſs to do it,the opportunities of places, and all advance- 


ments of nccaaons and ſeaſons were in their own power : And to hide 
the FzCt, what needed they, when they feared no puniſhment although ir 


were publiſhed ? For what Puniſhment could they fear in ſo ſtrong a Con- 


ſpiracy, when both the force of Laws, whereof themlelves were Go. 
vernours, was utterly extirguiſhed, ard the Minds of the moſt part of 
Men were either ſnared with partnerſhip of the miſchievous FaQ, or 
carried with Hope, or Foreſtalled with Rewards, or diſcouraged and 
bridled with Fear of ſo great a Power on the other part ? But howſoever 
this be, yer it will be good to ſee throughly both the order of the doing, 
theunadviſedneſs, inconſtancy, and end of their Devices : For thereby 
ſhall ye perceive, that there wanted not deſire to hide the Fact, but 
that the fury of a diſtrafted Mind, overthrew all the Order of their 
Counſels, ; while ſomerime, as deſirous to beguile publick Fame, they 
endeavoured to keep cloſe their intended Miſchief, yet they dealt there- 
in ſo openly, as careleſs of their Eſtimation ; they ſeemed -to make ſmall 
account how Men judged of their Doings: For at his preparing to goto 
Glaſcow, the Poiſon was given him ſecretly, and they thought they had 
ſufficiently well provided that he ſhould in his abſence from them, be con- 
ſumed with pining ſickneſs : Butthe reſt of their Dealings toward him, 
were ſo cruelly handled, that though his Diſeaſe ſhould have happened 
to be natural, yet it wonld have been ſuſpeCted for poiſoning : For he 
her Husband, the Father of her only and firſt-born Child ; the Father,l 
fay, of that Son, whoſe Chriſtening was ſolemnized with that great 
Pomp and Glory, being eſcaped away, in a manner, naked out. of his 
Houſe flaming in fire, tormented by the way with grievons pain, when he 
lay at Glaſcow,of a dangerous ſickneſs,likely to die : What did his excel- 
lent good Wife the while ? What did ſhe ? At the firſt news of it,did (be 
haſte to him in poſt ? Doth ſhe with her Preſence, with her friendly fami- 
liar Speech, or with her loving Countenance comfort him in ſickneſs? 
When ſhe cannot ſtay himin Life, cometh ſhe to receive his laſt _ ? 

| Cloſeth 
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Gloſerh-ſhe his Eyes at his dying? Doth ſhe the other kind Duties of. 
honeſt Matrons.? '. No: But ſhe that had now let him eſcape, to go 


3nd die, and hoped that he could not linger out his unhappy Life much. 
longer, ſhe goeth a quite contrary way, into another Country, in pro- 
ſreſs; and, with her fair Agon;s, ſe viliteth Noble-men's Houſes, and 
{zineth the Houſes that harboured them, with the Spots of their Un- 
"haſtities 3 and juſt about the time of her Hasband's Death ( as ſhe gueſ- 
ſed by the ſtrength and working of the Potion) ſhe returns to Srerline. 
When the Matter wrought not fo faſt as ſhe expeQted, for the 
Strengch of his Youth had wreſtled wich the Sorenelfs of his Pain, leſt 
he ſhould ſeem to have altogether forſaken her Duty, ſhe daily prepares 
10. go to Gl/cow, but never goeth. Ar the laſ?, diſappointed of the 
Hope that ſhe had conceived in her Heart, ſhe raketh her {elf to other 
Devices. She cometh to Edinburgh, and there calleth to Counſel her 
Adulterer, and a few other, privy of thoſe Secrets : There they decree, 
that in any wiſe the King mult be ſlain; yet were they not fully adviſed, 
with what kind of Death he ſhould be murthered ; which may eaſily be 
rachered by her Letter, wherein ſhe partly compareth her ſe:f ro A4e- 
ta, a bloody Woman, end a poiſoning Witch : Alfo by another of her 
Letters, wherein ihe askeih Advice about the Poiſoning of him. The 
Kirg, who had already taſted of hcr lovely Cup, doubting whether he 
were better any more to believe her flattering Speeches or to fear the 
hrewdneſs of her Nature 3 though ſometimes he deſpaired not of her 
Reconciliation, yet was evermore fearful and ſuſpicious ; bur when he. 
ſaw that neither bis Life nor his Death were in his Power, ke was con- 
trained co purſe np his palled Injuries, to dilemble his preſent Fear, 
ad to feign himſeit ſome Hopes for time to come. So was he led out, 


| not as a Husband, bur carried out as a Coarſe z or rather, drawn, as it. 


were, to the Shambles. The Queen, gloriouſly ſhewirg her ſelf in pom- 
pous manner, goeth before, in Triumph over the yourg Gentleman, 
rexed with all kind of Miſeries, tormented with Poiſcn, entrapped 
with Treaſons, and drawn ro Execution, There follows after the tri- 
umphant Carr, the ancient Enemies to his Father's Houte, brought thi- 
ther on purpoſe, that they alſo might feed their Eyes with that woful 
opectacle ; 'and whoſe Death, at hand, they laoked for, they might in 
the mean time take picalure of the Sorrow of his Heart. And that no 
Ceremony of ſolemn Sacritices might be wanting, John Hamilton Arch- 
bihop of St. Anavews, was preſent, as their Prieſt ; a Man before defiled 
with all kind of Wicked els, pamper'd with. the Spoils and Marthers of 
kis Country-men, an old Conq-eror of many murthering Victories. The 
People, all along the Way,  louking pitiovſly, ſhewed a Fore-teiling of 
no good Luck to come: The Queen's Comparions could neither tell 


their Sadneſs, nor hide their Gladneſs, when the. h:inous Outrage of 
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the vite Fat intended held rheir unmeaſurable Joy in ſuſpence, apa 
expedition of rhe Succeſs. Thus led they him to Edirbwmrgh, not iny 
the Queen's Patace. Why ſo? Leſt the InfeCtion of the peſtilent Dig 
eafe, forſooth, might hurt her young Son : As though they that be pj. 
fon'd, were alfo to be ſhunn'd, for fear of Infeftion. But the truer 
Cauſe was this, leſt his Preſence ſhould trouble them, in interrupting 
their free enjoying their Pleaſurcs, and their Conſultations aboar his 
Murther. Whither then is he led ? Into the moſt deſolate part of the 
Town, ſome time inhabited, vgvile the Popiſh Prieſts Kingdom laſted, 
bur for certain Years paſt, withuur any Dweller ; in ſuch an Houſe as, of 
it ſelf, would have fallen down, if it had not been botched up for the 
rime, to ſerve the turn of this Night's Sacrifice. Why was this place 
chiefly choſen ? They pretended the wholſomneſs of the Air. O good 
God ! Going abour to murther her Husband, ſeeketh ſhe for a whol. 
ſom Air? To what uſe? Not to preierve his Life, but to reſerve his 
Body to Torment. Here to tend her wiſely diligent Attendance, and 
her laft Care of her Husband's Life, ſhe feareth leſt he ſhould, by Pre. 
venting-IDeath, be delivered from pain ; ſhe would fain have him fee] 
himſelf die. Bt let us ſee what manner of wholſomneſs of Air iti, 
Is it among dead Men's Graves, to ſeek the preſerving of Life ? For hard 
by there were the Ruins of two Chnrches ; on the Eait-ſide, a Monaſtery 
of Dominick. Friars; on the Weſt, a Church of our Lady ; which, for 
the deſolateneſs of the place, is called, The Church in the Field ; on the 
South-fide, the Town-Wall, and in the ſame, for commodious paſſage 


every way, is a Poſtern-door z on the North ſide are a few Beggars Cot. ſÞ - 


tages, ready to fall, which ſome time ſerved for Stews for certain Prieſt 


and Monks ; the name of which place doth plainly diſcloſe the form and } . 


nature thereof, for it is commonly called Thieves Lane, There 1s never 


another Houſe near, but the Hamilton's Houſe, which is about a Stone's 


caſt diſtant 3 and that alſo ſtood void. Thither removetn the Archhi- 
ſhop of St. Andrews, who always before was uſed to lodge in the moſt 
popnlons parts of the Town : He alſo watched all that Night that the 
King was ſlain. Now I beſeech you, fith you cannot with your Eye, 
yet, at leaſt, with your Minds, behold an Houſe, lately of old Prieſts, 


among Graves, between the Ruins of :wo Temples ; it ſelf alſo ruinons, 
near to the Thieves haunt, and it ſelf a Receiver of Thieves ; not far 


from the Fort and Garriſon of his Enemies, that ſtood right over againſt 
the Door ; by which, if any Man ſhould flee ont, he could nor eſcape 
their traiterous Ambuſhment. The very ſhape of this place, when you 
conſider it in your Mind, when you hear of the Ruins of Churchs, 
Graves of dead Men, Inrking Corners of Thieves, Brothel-houfes of 
Harlots ; doth not, I ſay, not the Houſe only, -but alſo every part nx 
about ir, ſeem to proclaim Miſchief and Treachery ? Seemerh here; 


King - 


King to have gone intoan!Houſe for Lodging, or to be thruſt, into-a Den 
of Thieves2: Was not that deſolate. Waſteneſs, that uninhabited place, 
ole of itſelf to:puc fimple'Men in fear, to make wiſer Men ſufpicious, 
andx0 give wicked Men ſhrewd Occations? What meant his Enemies 
ynwonted Repair into thoſe Parts, and watching all Night, ina manner, 
hard at his Gate? Why choſe he now this place tor his Lodging, againſt 
his-former uſage? The Houſe, ye will ſay, was empty, and his Bro- 
ther's Houſe, and near to the King's Lodging. It was empty long before ; 
Why lodged: you never there before ? Why-foiſook you the populous 
places tn;the Heart of the:City, and nearneſs to the Court ; and thruſt 
your ſelf into a deſolate Corner ? What Profit, what Commodity, what 
Pleaſure herein reſpect yon s+ Was it. your meaning, that you b-ing 
one that ever had been a greedy Coveter of popular Fame, and Catcher 
of 'Courtiers wi.h Baits of good Chear, naw would, of. your own ac- 
cord, go hide your ſelf in a blind Hole, ont of all Company- and Re- 
fort? That you , rather overwhelmed than laden "with plenty- of 
-Brnefices, . wenc thither to delight your Heart in the Ruin of Tem- 
ples? But be.it that your coming thither was but by Chance, and that 
you had ſome Cauſes to go thither ; though not true, yet ſomewhar 


Jikely.....- 


_ What meant your unwonted watching all Night? - What meant the 
fearful murmuring of your Servants that Night, whom yer, in that 
-publick Tumulr, 'you commanded , not once to ſtir out of Doors? 
But what Cauſe had they to go out ? Woas it to have Underſtan- 
ding of the. Matter, whereof your felf were an Anthor and Devi- 
ſer? No; for, out of your own Watch-Tower, -you heard with your 
'Ears the Noiſe of the Ruin; ' you ſaw the Smoak: and Athes with your 


'Eyes, you drunk up the: Joy-thereof in your Heart, and the Savour, 


.or the Gun- powder, you, in.a manner, {naffed up at your Noſe. Per- 
haps you .meant -to ſend out: ſome ro receive - them that fled'; 'bnt 
you ſaw no Man flce; and therefore the-Lights that were ſeen our 


{ of the higheſt part of your Hauſe, all the Night" long, were, as upon 
the lucky ending of the thing that you looked for, even then ſuddainfy 
-put'out. 6.3 15.4 4 | 6.03 LOSER 

+ ,Butlet'ns return to the King. They thought it- not enough to have 

et open the Poſtern in the Wall, 'to let in Thieves thereat; 'nor to 

| have ſet an Ambuſh before the Door, that none ſhould eſcape ; but alſo 
they kept with themſelves the Keys of two Doors; the one of the 
lower Room, where they had undermined the Wall, and-filled the holes 

-with Gunpowder; and-the other of the upper Room, that the Murthe- 

:rers: might .come to the King, -in his Bed : Then of thoſe-few Servants 

that he had, they withdrew the greatet. number, being {ugh as'were be- 

fore ſet .about_.him z/ nor ſo-much to-doihim<Service; as to be*Spits of 

F F 


his 
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his Secrets, and carry News to the Queen. The laſt that was left; on, 
Alexander Durajin, when he could find no reaſonable Excule to'depar; 
was thruſt out by the Queen her ſelf: She, in the meantime, meaning not 
to fail in playing her part, while Borhwel is in preparing the tragical Stapp 
for the Murther, daily viſiterh the King. His Heart, paſlioned with 
Love, ſometimes ſhe comforterh with ſweet Promiſes, ſometimes (he 
vexeth with Brawlings , and ſtil] keepeth his Wit occupied with Suſph 
cions, and rightly repreſenteth in Action, the Poet's Fable ; wherein 
feigned, that Promethers's Liver, daily growing to invent new Torment, 
is daily knawn and preyed upon by an Eagle : For, after the very ſame 
manner, ſometimes the cheriſheth and refreſheth the filly young Gentle 
man, to no other End, but that he may have Life remaining, to ſuffer 
more SOrrow's. / 

Now, | beſeech you every one, think with your ſelves, upon the freh 
doing of the Fatt, how Men's Hearts were moved z when, even no, 
theſe things cannot be heard reported, without Indignation. There was 
provided by the moſt wicked Man in the World, by his Enemy, by his 
Wife's Adulterer, an Houſe, in a manner, ſevered from all Concourſe of 
People ; fitter for a Slaughter-houſe, than for Man's Dwelling: ltis 
provided for a young Gentleman, unprovident by Youth, ealie to he 
rrapped-in-Treaſon by Love, ſpoiled of his :Servants, forſaken of his 
Friends : An Houſe (I ſay) torn, ſolitary; on every fide ; not alſo m- 
cloſe, but open to paſs through, the Keys thereof in his Enemies Cuſto. 
dy, no Man left within but a young Man not yet recovered of Sickneſs, 
and an old Man feeble by Age, and two Strangers unacquainted with the 
Places, Matter and Perſons; no Man dwelling near, but his Enemies 
and Thieves. But as for danger of Thieves, the good fore-caſting Wo. 
man. had well provided for the had left him nothing to allure-a Thief 
withal: And. as for his Ehemies, ſhe had appointed them. to be: but Loo- 
kers.on, and not Part- players in this Tragedy. ; but the Glory. of the 
Fact ſhe reſerved to her ſelf and Bothwel. 

What, in the mean time, doth the Queen's great Carefulneſs? What 
meaneth her unwonted, Reſort ?* What her malicious, and not obſe- 
quious Diligence? She viſiteth him daily, ſhe prolongeth her Talk 

. with him many. Hours together, two Nights ihe reſteth in a lower 
' Chamber under him (if guilty Canſcience -of: moſt. heinous Doings cad, 
from Torments of Furies, ſuffer that outrageous Heart to reſt ar all.) 
She feared much, leſt, if the lower place of. the Houſe were left empty, 
the noiſe of the Underminers working, and of the Bringers in of the | 
' Powder, ſhould bring ſome of the Servants into ſome ſuſpicion-of Tres | 
. chery. Beſide, ſhe had a mind.to ike the thing dane her ſelf, rather than I 
..to commit it, to the Frulſt of any other. - She-had'a deſire to'take a Fore- 
taſte of. the Joy to come 3. and-when ſhe. could not; with her Ears, yet, | 
i at 
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at leaſt with her Heart, to conceive afore-hand the Fire, the Smoke, the 
Powder, the Crack of the Houſe falling, the fearful Trouble, the Tu. 
mult, the confuſed Diſmayedneſs of the Doers, the Thieves, and the 
People. All things thus prepared for thatdoleful Night, then entereth 
he 1ato the laſt Care of her good Fame : ihe endeavourerh to divert all 
Suſpicions from her, ſhe goeth to her Husband, ſhe kiſſeth him,ſhe giv- 


eth him a Ring for Pledge of her Love , ſhe talketh with him more 


jovingly than ſhe was wont to do, and promiſeth more largely, ſhe 
feigneth that ſhe had great Care of his Health, and yet her companying 
whither Adulterer ſhe ſurceaſeth nor. | 

' They that more nearly noted thele things, prognolticated no good 
thing to come. For how much the greater Tokens that the Queen 
ſhewed of reconciled AﬀeCtion, ſo much the more Cruelty did every 
Man in his Heart fore. conceive of all her Intentions. For elſe whence 
cometh that ſaaden Change, ſo great Care for him, whom ſhe had poi- 
foned the Month before, whom even lately ſhe not only wiſhed dead, 
bat deſired to ſee him die , whoſe Death ſhe ſet her Brother, yea, both 
her Brethren to procure z and ſhe, like a Maſter of Miſchief, thruſt 
forth the K.ng to fight, and her ſelf in the mean time prepared for his 
Burial ? Not paſt a few Months before, ſhe her ſelf was deſirous to die, 
becaule ſhe loathed to lee the King alive. Whence cometh now this ſud- 
den Care of his Health? 1 looked ſhe ſhould ſay, the was reconciled to 
him, Were you reconciled tro your Husband, whom you ſent away 
mto that Deſarr, that Camp of Furies , as the Poet calleth it? For 
whom, among Brothel houſes of Harlots, among Beggars Cottages, a- 
mong Thieves lurking-holes, you prepared a Houſe ſo open to paſs 
thronzh, that you left therein more Entries than Men to ſhut them ? 
you that allured and aſſembled Ruffians to his Slaughter, and Thieves to 
his Spoil ? You that drove away his Servants that thould have defended 
his Life? You that thruſt him out naked, alone, unarmed , among 
Thieves, in danger to be {l3in? When in all this miſerable State of your 
Husband, your Adulterer in the mean time dwelt in your Palace, daily 
haunted your Chamber, Day and Night all Doors were open for him, 
whilſt your poor Husband, debarred all Company of the Nobility, his 
Servants forbidden to come at him, or ſent away from him, was forſaken 
and thruſt away into a ſolitary Defart, for a mockins Stock, and I 
would to God, it had been for a mocking Stock only ? Of his other Ser- 
yants Ienquire not. I donot curiouſly queſtion why they went away, 
why they then eſpecially forſook the King, when he chiefly needed their 
Help and Service ; when he wasnewly recovered ; When he began to 
go abroad, and had no other Company. OF Alexander Durain | can- 
not keep Silence, whom you had for his Keeper, and your Spy. What 


was there for himtoeſpy ? Was there any thing for him to bring _ 
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36 | A Detedion of | 

of, to an honeſt Matron, loving to her Husband, faithful in Wedlock, 
and fearful of a Partner of his Love ? Feared ſhe, leſt he, a young Gen. 
tleman, beautiful, and a King, ſhould caſt wanton Eyes upon ſome 0. 
ther Woman in her Abſence ? No, God wot ; for That was it that ſhe 
moſt deſired; for ſhe her ſelf had practiſed to allure him therets before, 
ſhe her K1f had offered him the Occaſions, and of her felf ſhewed hin 
the means. This was it that moſt grieved her, while ſhe was ſeeking 
Cauſes of Divorce, that ſhe could not find in him ſo much as any ſlender 
Snſpicion of Adultery. Why then were Spies ſet about him to watch 
him? Was it not that none of the Nobility, none of his Servants, nor 
any Stranger at all ſhould come at him, that no Man ſhonld ſj peak with 
him, that might diſcloſe the Treaſon, and forewarn him of his Danger? 
This ſaine very Alexander, how carefully ſhe ſaveth, when ſhe goeth a. 
bour to kill her Husband ? How late ſhe ſendeth him away, when the 
relt were gone, even at the very Point of ner Husband's Death, when 
ſhe had now no more need of Eſpials?For the day before the Murder was 
committed,there was none of the Miniſters that were privy to her ſecret 
Councils leit benind, but enly Alexander, He,when he ſaw that Night, 
no leſs dolefnl rhan ſhameful , to approach , prepareth , as himſelf 
thought a fine ſubtil Excuſe to be abſent, ſo as rather Chance might ſeem 
to nave driven him our, than he himſelt willing to have forſaken his Mz- 
ſter. He putceth Fire 10 his own Bed-ſtraw, and when the Flame ſpread 
turcher, he made an our-cry, and threw his Bedding, half ſinged, out 
of the King's Chamber. but the next day, when that Excule ſerved 
not ſo handſomly as he delired, for that in the Queen's hearing, the 
King very ſweetly entreated him not to leave him alone that Night, and 
alſo defired him to lie with himſelf, as he had often uſed to do, for the 
King entirely loved him above all the reſt ; Alexander in Perplexity, 
wanting what to anſwer, added to his firſt Excuſe, Fear of Sickneſs; 
and pretended , that for commodious taking of Phylick for his 
Health, he would lie in the Town, When this would not yet ſerve 
him , the Queen added her Authority , and told the King, That he 
did not weli to keep the young Man with him againſt the Order of his 
Health z and therewithal ſhe turned ro Alexander, and bade him go 
where was belt for him: And forthwith, as ſoon as the Word was ſpo- 
ken, he went his Way. 1 will not here preciſely trace out all the 
Footings of theie wicked doings z neither will I curiouſly enquire, whe- 
ther that former Day's Fire were happened by Caſualcy, or kindled 
by Fraud. Neither will ] ask why he that had fo often been received 
to lie in the King's own Bed, deth now this only Night eſpecially 
refuſe it. Let us ſuppoie that. Sickneſs was the Cauſe thereof. Tais 
only one thing | ask, what kind of Sickneſs it was , that came upon 
him at that very inſtant, and before Morning left him again, without 


any 
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any Phy fictans help ; and whereof, neither before, nor ſince, nor at 
that preſent, there ever appeared any Token ? But I truſt, though 
tehold his Peace, ye all ſuthciently underſtand it. In the Man guilty 
Conſcience of the miſchievous Intention, Fear of Death overcame 
Regard of. Puty, Had it not bzen that Alexander, before time a Spy, 
and Tale-bearer , now a Forfaker and Betrayer of his Matter , was 
joined CO her in Privity of all theſe wicked doings, would not the 
Queen, ſo cruel inall the reſt, have found in her Heart to beſtow that 
one Sacrifice upon her Husbands Funerals ? While theſe things were in 
doing, the Night was far paſt, and my Lady Rereſe, aluſty, valiant 
couldiereſs, before Sign given, cometh forth into the Fiela, our of Ar- 
ay; abroad ſhe goeth,getteth her ro Horſe-back, and though ſhe were 
omewhat afraid, as one that foreknew the Storm to come; yet ſhe 
fate ſtill apon her Horſe, tarrying for the Queen, but yet'a good pret- 
y way from the Houſe. In the mean time Paris comerh. Then the. 
Communication brake, and they roſe to depart. For, by and by, 
won ſight of him came to her Remembrance that heinous Offence, 
that without great Propitiations could not be purged, forfooth z that 
the Queen had not danced ar tte Wedding-feaſl' of Sebaſtion the Min- 


| frel and vile Jeſtcr 3 that (he ſate by her Husband , who had not 


jet fully recovered his Health 3 that at the Banquet of her Domeſtical 
Prafite, ſhe had not played the dancing Ski:, A matter ſurely 
northy of Excuſe. Bur what ſhould ſhe elf? do? She muſt needs 
0, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Paris; for lo it was agreed,' ard ſomewhat 
muſt needs be pretended, How happened it that the other Nights 
tefore, when ſhe went away earlier, ſhe made no Excuſe at all, and 
row her Departure about Midnight, muſt needs have an Excuſe ak 
kdged ? But be it ſo, Could ſhe remember no better Excuſe than 
Shaftians Wedding ? No, no, I ſay to the contrary ; that. if ſhe had 
kft the Wedding of her wn natural Body, or her Siſter, to viſit her 
Ensband, though but a lictle crazed, ihe bad had a jalt Excuſe be- 
fore all Men ſo todo. What if ſhe had done the - ſame Kindneſs for 
the King, being not her Husband, or for any other of the Nobility. 


| Sevaſtian's Wedding of ſuch a Value, that a Masking: Dance thereat 


isto be preſerred before a Wife's Dnty ard Love?! but: ſurely 40. this 
arious exculing and prerended Sorrow of neglected Duty, lumewhat 
« rorah and yer not fo hidden, but that it appeareth through the 
Colure: | i | | 

This ov:r-much Preciſeneſs of Diligence, exculing where: no need 
s, hath ſome Suſpicion of ſome ſecret Miichief that! you are loath 
to have ditcloſed , and the Sligttneſs of the Excule:, encreaſetis. the 
Sſpicion, eſpecially when "there were other ;Marters , enongh that 
hemight betrer have alleged 1 but let us -admir the Excuſe, -tince the 
", Qicen 
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Qneen her felf hath thought it reaſonable. Whither. then 
ſhe? Straight into her Chamber. What doth ſhe next? Wearig 
with tne Days Trave], and the Nights watching, goeth ſhe to Beg) 
No, but ſhe falleth to talking with Bothwel, firit, almoſt alone 2nd 
, afterward alone altogether. . What Talk the had, the Matter i ſelf 
. declareth. For Borhwel, after that he had put off, his Cloths, ayj 
he would havz gone to Bed, by and by putteth on other Appare 
going to Go the Deed, he would not be known. 1 like well the 
: Man's Policy. But his Way was to go through the Watch. Here 
I marvel at his Madneſs. But Men's Wits beſet with GuilrineG of 
- Miſchiefs, do commonly bewray themſelves by their own Inconſtancy 
'and blind to all other things, do ſez only that which they have ben 
-their Mind unto. What he did, the King's Death, his own runging 
away, the Confeſſjon of the guilty Perſons, and other things thy 
followed the Murder , do declare. Aſter the great Uproar in tis 
Town about it, he, asone utterly ignorant of all, returneth through 
the ſame Watch to Bed. When Noiſe of the Ruine kad filled 4 
.Men's. Ears, and the Crack of it had ſhaken al] the Houſes, only th 
-Queen, inteative to Expectation of the Chance, and broad awake 
heareth nothing at all, and Bothwel heareth n>thing. O marvelloy 
Deafneſs ! All other throughout the Town, as many as were amake, 
were afraid, and as many as flep'd were awak:d. At the laſt Bah. 
wel riſeth again, and in the ſelf ſame Enterlude , by ſuddenly ſhift 
Ing from the Poet, becometh a Mellenger, he runneth to the Query 
and thither reſorteth many others alſo that lodged in the Palac, 
To ſome the Matter ſeemed true, to ſome feigned , to ſome mary. 
Jlous. What doth the Qneen the whilſt ? What ſhouid ſhe do? She 
temperately brooded good Luck , ſhe reſteth ſweetly rill the ne 
Day at Noon. Yet the Day following, to obſerve Decorum a 
comely Convenience in her Part, without marring the Play, ſhe coun: 
terfeiteth a Mourning, which yet. neither her Joyfulneſs dwelling with 
all in Heart, ſuffereth long to be feign2d , nor Shame permitreth t 
be wholly negle&ted. Theſe things thus lying open before you 


Eyes, thus palpable with Hands, thus faſt impriated in Men's tan 
and Knowledge, ſtand we yet enquiring, for the Author of the Mu 


der, as though it were doubtful? But ye ſay, the Queen denieth it 


What den'eth ſhe? Forſooth, that ſhe did the Murder : As thougi{f 


there were ſo great a difference, if one ſhould be the Author or tix 


Executioner ; yet he commands it, and commits it. She gave tr 


Council, her Furtherance, her Power and Authority to the doing 
of it. Neither is the Cauſe unknown why ſhe did it , even tha 
the ſame filthy Marriage with Bo:hwel might be accompliſhed 


Thovgh all with Arguments, and ſo many Witneſſes of thei that wer 
1 pi 
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privy t it, failed; yet by her own Teſtimony, by her own Lettzrs, it 
moſt needs be confeſſed; And though all other things wanted, theſe 
things that followed the Murder, co plainly declare the Doer z, name- 
jy, that at the ſlanghter of her Husband, ſhe forrowed not, but quietly 
reſted, as after a gay Enterprize well atchieved ;' that ſhe mourned 
ot, but in manner openly joyed; thar ſhe could abide not only ta 
ook upon his. dead Body, but alſo greedily beheld ir . that ſhe ſecret- 
jj in the. night. buried him withour funeral Pomp , or rather hid him 
ike a Thief 3 for that ſame ſo inconſtant Counterfeiting or Mournin 
id plainly bewray it ſelf : For what meant that removing to Seror's ! 
Why ſhunned ſhe the Towns Reſort, and Peoples Eyes ? Was it becauſe 
fe was aſhamed to Mourn openly, or becauſe ſhe could not well cloak 
ter Joy, or ſecretly to give her ſelfall to Sorrow? No ;, for at Setor's 
he threw away all her diſguiſed perſonage of Mourning ; ſhe went 
aily into the Fields amongſt Ruifians 3 and not only reſorted to her 
former Cuſtoms, but alſo affected to exerciſe manly Paſtimes, and that 
anong Men ,. and openly : So lightly ſhe deſpiſed the Opinion and 
Speech of her Country, But 1 beſhrew that ſame Killegree, and that 
ame Monſieur de Croc, that came upon her ſo unſeaſonably, and ſhew- 
a to others.her counterfeited Perſon unvizor'd ; for had not they been, 
many. things that were done, might have been denied ; many things might 
have been handſomely feigned, and much the matter might have been 
telped by forged Rumours. | | 
But they will ſay, Tnere was a ſolemn Enquiry for the Murder: 
forſooth, by Bo:hwel himſelf principally, and by ſome other that then 
lbonred, and:yer at this day. do labour to deliver the Perſons guilty 
thereof, from puniſhment of Law, and do now plainly-ſhew what they 
then ſecretly meant. But with what diligence, wich what ſecurity was 
that Enquiry handled? A: few poor Souls, the next dwelling-Netgh- 
bours to the King's Lodging being call'd, neither durſt tell what they 


Fad ſeen and heard; and if they touched any thing near the matter, 


either they were with fear put to ſilence, or deſpiſed as of no Credit : 
| The wiſer ſort of them durſt not offend Bothwel that fate among the 
Judges. One or two of the King's Servants that eſcaped the miſchance, 


F rereexamined which way the Murderers. came in? Forſooth, ſay they, 


ne had not the Keys. Who then had them? It was anſwered, that the 
Queen had them :. So began the Secrets of the Court to break out; then 
that Enquiry adjourned, and never recontinued. What can be more 
krere and upright than this Enquiry? And yet they: prevailed nothing, 
lyit; for. what the Examiners would. have -had kepr ſecret, that the 
Fople cried out openly 3, that which they, ſuppreſſed, burſt forth'; and 
that which they cloaked in ſecret, ir breaketh out into broad'light. 
Jt there was a Proclamation ſet forth , with pardon of the _— 
an 
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and. promiſe 'of Reward to him that would ntter it. Why, wb 
had been'ſo mad, that he durſt in' ſo manifeſt peril of his Life, tex 
Wirneſs, or give Information againlt the Judges themſelves, in who 
Dower lay his Life and Death? It was likely, forſoorh, that they 
which had murdered a King, would ſpare him that ſhould diſclaþ 
The Murderer; eſpecially waen all Men ſaw that the Enquiry of th 
King's Slanghter' was quite omitted, and the other Enquiry leverel 
Purlued concerning Books accuting the Slaughter. What many 
of Judginent ir was whereby Borhwel was quitted , you have heard: 
forſooth, by hinſelf procured, the Judges by himfelt choſen, the Ae 
cufers by himſeli ſavorned, lawful Accuſers forbidden to be preſent 
unleſs they wonld yield their Throats to their Enemies Weapons; 
the Aſſize appointed neither to a day, according to the Law of the 
Land, nor atter thz manner of the Country, nor-to enquire of the Mar. 
der_of the Kirlg, bur of ſuch a Murder as was alledged to be con. 
mitted the day before that the King was ſlain. Here when Bothny 
by his Friend :tip and Power, and the Qieen by Prayer and Threx. 
ng travailed with the Jadges, do you now expect what S2ntenc 
Men choſen azaia®t Law, and azainlt the Ciſtan of the Land har: 
pronuiced ? ln their Jalg nent, they touca:d the matter nothing x 
all; only this.they have declarel, That it was no lawful Judzmzr 


inthis'; that with a ſpecial Proteitation they provided, That it ſhoul | 


not, be prejudicial to them in time to com?. Then , that all Ms 
might underſtand what it was that they ſought by Sword, Fire, an 


Poiſon, they jamble up Marriages z one is Divorced, another is Coy 


pled, and that in ſuch poſting ſpeed, as they might ſcant have halt 


to furniſh a Triumph of ſome Noble Victory : Yer, that in ti 


uulawful Weddings ſome ſhew of lawful Order might be obſervel, 
the goodly Banes were openly proclaimed z for publiſhing where 
though the Miniſter of the Church was threatned with Death, if k 
did it not, yet at the time of his publiſhing , himſelf openly prot 


ſted, That he knew Cauſe of: Exception, why that Marriage was nt 


lawful. . But in ſuch a Maltitude allembled, how few were they thi 


Knew it not? Sith all could rem:mber well that Bothwel had then : 
live two Wives already not yet Divorced, and the third neitk 
lawfully Married, nor orderly Divorced. But that was not it tix 
was intended, to obſerve the Ceremonies of lawful Order, but (: 
they, do uſe in Interlades) they provided a certain ſhew , or d 
'gviſed colinterfeiting. of common uſage : For he that hath oft broit 
,all Humine Laws, and hath caſt away -all Conſcience and Religin 
could eaſily neglect the Courſe of God's Law. 


Ny . 
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Now I ſuppoſe I have briefly declared (in reſpe& of the great- 
veſs of the matter ) and yet perhaps: in mor: words than needed 


{ the plainneſs of the profes. confidered ) of what purpoſe, by what 


counſel, and upon what hope, that heinous murder was attempted, 
with what cruelty 1t was executed, by what tokens, advertiſements , 
tetimonies, and letters of the Queen her ſelf the whole matter is 
proved, and ſo plainly proved, that it may be as openly ſeen, as 
if it lay before your eyes: yet will I (ſhew forth the teltimony of 
the whole people, which I think worthy not to be neglected. 
For ſeveral men do commonly deceive, and aredeceived by others, but 
noman deceiveth all men, nor is deceived by all, This tefiimony of the 
people is this, When at the Queens going abroad among the people, the 
cateſt part of the Commons were wont to make Acclamations, wiſhing 
her wellzand happily with ſuch Speeches as either Love enforceth,or Flat- 
tery inventeth : . now at her going after the Kings ſlaughter to the Ca- 
ſile, through the chicf and moſt populous Street of the Town, there was 
all the way a fad glooming ſilence. And when any woman alone of the 
multitude had cryed, God ſave the Queen, another by and by (ocryecd out, 
as all men might hear her Ss be it to every one as they bave deſerved. 
Albeit theſe things were thus done as I have declared, yet there are 
ſome that tick not to ſay that the Queen was not onely hardly, but 
alſo cruelly dealt- with, that after ſo:detefiable a fac, ſhe was remov- 


| ed from her Regency: and when they could not deny the fa&:'they 


complained of the puniſhment. - I do not think there will bes any 
man {o ſhameleſs, to think that fo horrible a fa&t ought to have no 
puniſhment at all. But if they complain of the grievouſneſs of the pe- 
nalty, I fear leſt to all good men, we may ſcem not to have done 


ſo gently and temperately, as looſly and negligently, that have laid 


ſo light. a penalty upon an- cffence ſo heinous, and ſuch-as was 


never heard of before. For what can be bone cruelly againſt the 4u- 


thour of {o outragious a'deed, wherein all laws of God and man are 
violated, deſpiſed, and in'a manner wholly extinguiſhed ? Every 
ſeveral offence hath his puniſhment both by God and man appoint- 


ed: and as there be certain degrees of evil deeds, fo are there al- 
-ſo encteales in the quantities of puniſhments. It one have killed 


2 man, 'it is a deed: of it ſelf very heinous. What if he have killed 


his familiar friend ? what if his father? what if in one foul fa& he 


hath joyned all theſe offences together ? ſurely of ſuch a one, nei- 
ther can his life ſuffice for impoling, nor his body for bearing, nor 
the Judges policy for inventing ' pain enough for him. Which ot 
theſe faults is not compriſed in- this offence ? I omit the mcan com- 
mon matters, the murdering of a-young; 'geritleman, an innocent, her 


countrey-man, her kinſman, her-familiar,*hcr Ceulin-perman, Let us 


alſo 
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alſo excuſe the fact, if it be poſſible. She. unadviſedly, a young Wa. 


man, angry, offended, and 'ohe of great innocency of life till this - 


time, hath flain.a lewd young man, an adulterer, an unkind husbanq, 


and a cruel King, 


If not any one, but all theſe reſpects together, were in this matter, they 
ought not to avail to ſhift off all puniſhment, but to raiſe ſome pity 
of the caſe. But what ſay you that none of theſe things can fo much 
as be falſly pretended ? The fa& it ſelf, of it (elf is odious: ina wo. 
man, it is monſirous :.in a wife not onely exccflively loved, but alſo mog 
zealouſly honoured, ' it is uncredible : and | being commited again 
him whoſe age craved pardon, whoſe hearty affeQion required loye, 
whoſe nighnels of kindred asked reverence," whoſe innocency might haye 
deſerved favour,upon that young man Iſay,in whom tl:ere is not ſ'> much 
as alledged any jult cauſe of offence, thus to execute and ſpend, yea, toex- 
ceed all torments due-to all offences, in what degree of cruelty (hall 
we account it ?' But let theſe things avail in-other. perſons to raiſe 
hatred, ' to bring puniſhment, and to make examples to pollerity ; 
But in this cafe let us bear much with her youth; much wich hex 
Nobility, much with-the name of a.Princeſs. As for mine own 
part, 1 am not one that thinks it alwaies good to uſe extream 
riQneſs of law, no not in private, mean, and common perſons. But 
in a moſt-heinous miſdeed , to diflolve all force of law, and where 
is no meaſure of ill doing, there to deſcend beneath all mcaſure in 
puniſhing, were the way to the undoing of all laws, and the over- 
throw of all humane ſociety. But in this one horrible AQ is ſuch a 
hotchpotch of all abominable doings, ſuch an cagerneſs of all outra- 
gious cruelties, ſuch a forgetfulneſs of all natural affeQtion, as no- 
thing more can be feigned or imagined. I omit all former matrers. I wil 
not curiouſly enquire upon Princes doings, I will not weigh them by 
the common beam, I will not reſtrain them to common degrees 


of duties, If there be any thing. that without great offence may 


be paſſed over, 1 will gladly leave it unſpoken of; It there be any 
thing that may receive excuſe, either by reſpe& of age, or of wo- 
man<kind, yea or of unadviſedneſs, I will not urge it. And to pals 
over all the reſt, two heinous oftences there be, that-neither accord- 
ing to their greatneſs be fully exprefſed, nor according to their out- 
rage be ſufficiently puniſhed, I mean the violating of Matrimony, and 
of Royal Majeſty. For Matrimony ( as the Apoſtle faith J) doth 
truely contain a great myſtery. For as; being obſerved, it compriſeth 
within it all inferiour kinds of duties, ſo being broken, it over- 
throweth them all. Whoſo hath miſuſed his father, ſeemeth to have 
caſt out of his heart all-natural, reverence : but for the huſbands ſake 
one ſhall leave both Father and Mother. Of all other dutics, the degrees, 


or 
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or like obſervances, either are not at-all in brute creatures, or not 
ſo plain to be diſcerned : . but of matrimonial love, there is almoſt no 
living creature that hath not ſome feeling. This myſtery therefore 
wholonot only violateth, but alſo deſpiſeth, he doth not onely overthrow 
all the foundations of humane fellowſhip, but, as much as in him 
ycth, diffolveth and confoundeth all order of nature. Whoſoever (I 
do not ſay_) hurteth the KIN G, that is the true Image of God in 
earth, but ſlayeth him with firange and unwonted ſort of cruelty, 
ſoas the untemperate and uncredible outragiouſneſs is not contented with 
ſimple torment, ſeemeth he not, as much as in him lyeth, to have 
2 defire to pull God out of Heaven? What rcfuge have they then 
left themſelves to mercy, that in ſatisfying their luſt of unjuſt hatred, 
have exceeded , not onely all meaſure of cruelty, but alſo all like- 
lihood, that it can be credible. 

But they will ſay, we ought to bear with, and ſpare her Nobi- 
lity, Dignity and age. Be it fo, if ſhe have ſparcd him in whom 
all theſe reſpe&s were greater, or at leaft equal:z let the majeſty 
of Royal name avail her. How much it- ought to avail to her pre- 
ferving, her ſelf hath ſkewed the example. May we commit our ſafety 
to her, who a Siſter, hath butcherly ſlaughtered her Brother, a Wife 
her Husband, a Queen her King? May we commit our ſafety to her, 
whom never ſhame reſtrained fromunchaſtity, woman-kind from cru- 
city, nor religion from impiety.? Shall we bear with her age, ſex 
and unadviſedneſs, that without all juſt eauſcs of hatred, deſpiſed all 
theſe things in her Kinſman,her King,her Husband? She that hath ſought 
ſuch execution of her wrongful wrath, what ſhall we think lhe 
willdo being. provoked by reproaches to men not knit to her by kind- 
red; "ſubject to her pleaſure, not matched with her in equal fellowſhip 
of life, but yeilded to her governance, and enthralled to her torment- 
ing cruelty ? when rage for interrupting her pleaſure, and: ont-rage 
of nature, ſirengthened with armour. of licentious Power ſhall rag- 
ingiy triumph upon the Goods and Bloud of poor Subje&s ? What 


' is then the fault wherof we are accuſed? What cruelty have we 


ſhewed > Thar a woman raging without meaſure and modeſty, and 
abuſing, to all her Subjects defiruction, the force of her Power, that 
ſhe had received for their ſafety, we have kept under governance 
of her kinſmen and well-willing friends: and whom by right, we 
might for her heinous deeds have executed, her we have touched 
with no other puniſhment, but onely reftrained her from doing more 
miſchief, For we deptived her not of Liberty, but of unbridled licen- 
tiouſneſs of evil doing. Wherein we more fear among all good meo, 
the blame of too much lenity, than. among. evil men the-flander of 


cruelty. | 
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Theſe were the cauſes that moved 'the Queen to this matter, Byj- 
wel alſo had his reaſons, which'not a little troubled his mind, Fg 
when that ſame infamous acquital rather encreaſed, than abated the 
ſuſpition, and the matter could not be alway kept cloſe, he fleeth 
to his laſt refuge, to obtain of the Queen a-pardon' of all his offer. 
ces. But when by the law of the land in ſuch Charters of pardon, 
the greateſt offence muſt be expreſlly mentioned, and the reſt it (uf. 
ficed to include in general words, and exprelly to confeſs, the mur. 
der of the King ſeemed to ſtand 'neither with his honour, 'nor- with 
his ſafety : he was driven of neccſlity cither to invent or commit ſome 
other crime, either more grievous , or at the leaſt as heinous, un. 
der which the ſlaughter of the King might lurk in ſhadow of gene. 
ral words unexpreſſed, They could deviſe none other but the ſame 
counterfeit raviſhment of the Queen, whereby both the Queen pro. 
vided for enjoying her- pleaſure, and Bothwel, for his (afcty. 


Emorandum, that in the Cafile of Edenburgh, there was left by 

the Earl Bothwel, before his flecing. away , 'and was ſent for 
by one George Dazliſh his ſervant, who' was taken by the Earl More- 
ton, one ſmall gilt Coffer, not fully a foot long, being garniſhed in 
ſundry places with the Roman letter Fe under a Kings Crown, where- 
in where certain Letters and writings well known, and. by oaths 
ta be affirmed, to have been written with. the: Queen of Scozs own 


hand to the Earl Bythwel, 


| Befide thoſe Writings, there was alſo extant a Writing written in 
Roman hand in French, to be avowed to be written by the aid 
Queen of Scots her ſelf, being a promiſe of Marriage to the. ſaid 


.Bothwd ; which writing being without date, and though ſome words 
- therein. ſeem to the contrary, yet- is upon . credible grounds ſuppo- 


ſed to have been made and written by her before the death of her 
Husband. The tenor whereof thus beginneth. 


Nous Marie par le grace de Dieu, &c. 
We Marp by the Grace of God, gc. 


There ts alſo another writing in Scotiſh , avowed to be wholly 


written by the Earl Huntley, dated the fifth of April, 1567. con- 


taining a form of Contrad of Marriage betwixt the ſaidQueen and Earl 
Bothwel, ſubſcribed Mary, which is to be avowed to be the proper hand 


.of the ſaid Queen 3 and underneath it, Fames Earl Bothwel, which alſo 


is to be avowed to be the proper hand of the faid Earl Botbwel, at 
which time he was commonly defamed of the King's ſlaughter, and not 
cleanſed or acquit thereof before the thirteenth of April following. 
The tenor of which contra& here enſucth., At 
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T Seyton , the fifth of April , in the year of God. 1567. The 
right Excellent,right High and Mighty Princeſs Mary, by the grace 
of God Queen of Scots, conſidering the place and eſtate wherein Al- 
mighty God hath conſtituted her Highneſs, and how by the deceaſe 
of the King . her Husband, her Majeſty is now deſtitute of a husband, 
living ſolitary in the Rate of Widowhood 3 in the which kind of life her 
Majelty moſt willingly would continue, if the will of her Realm and 
Subjets would permit it. Buton the other part, conſidering the in- 
conveniencies may follow, and the neceſſity which the Realm hath, 
that her Majefty be- coupled with an Husband, her Highneſs hath 
inclination to Marry, And ſeeing what incommodity may come to 
this Realm, in caſe her Majeſty ſhould joyn in Marriage with any 
Foreign Prince of a ſirange Nation, her Highneſs has thought rather 
better to yield unto one of her own Subjes. Among(i whom, her 
| Majeſly finds none more able, nor enducd with better qualities than 
the right Noble, and her dear Couſin James, Earl Bothwel, &c. Of 
whoſe thankful and true ſervice, her Highneſs in all times by-patſt 
has had large proof, and infallible experience. And ſeeing not on= 
y the ſame good mind conſtantly perſevering in him, but with 
that an inward affection , and hearty love towards her Majeſty, her 
Highneſs amongſt the relt, hath made her choice of him. And there- 
fore in the prelence of the Eternal God faithtully , and in the word 


| of a Prince , by theſe preſents takes the (aid Fames Exrl Bothwel as 


her lawfal Husband, And promiſes and obliges her Highneſs, that 
4s ſoon as the Proceſs of divorſe intended betwixt the ſaid Earl 
Bothwel and Dame Fane Gordon , now his pretended Spouſe, be 
ended by the order of the Laws, her Majeſiy ſha!l God willing there- 
after ſhortly Marry, and take the ſaid Earl to her Husband, and com- 
| pleat the band of Matrimony with him in the face of Holy Church. 
And ſhall never Marry any other Husband but him only 


Item to the 


during his life time. And as her Majeliy of her graci- Daihe of Nitin 


ous humanity, and proper motive , without deſerving jt. &;. 
of the ſaid Ear), hath thus inclined her favour and at- 
tion towards him, he humbly, and reverently acknowledging the 
lame , according to his bounden duty, and being as free and able to 
| make promile of Marriage, in reſpe& of the faid Proceſs of divorce 
intended , for divers reafonable cauſes, and that his ſaid pretended 
 Pouſe hath thereunto conſented , he preſently takes her Majeſty as 
his Lawful Spouſe in the preſence of God. And promiſes and oblig- 
eh him, as he will anſwer to God, and upon his fidelity and Ho- 
' nour, that in all diligence poſlible, he ſhall profecute and ſet forward 
tie ſaid Proccſs of divorce already begun and intended betwixt. him 
and the ſaid Dame Fane Gordon his pretended Spoule, unto the _ 
Enc 
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end of a Decree and Declaration therein. And incontinent there. 
after, at her Majeſtics good will and pleaſure, and when her Highneg 
thinks convenient, ſhall compleat and Solemnixze in face of Holy Chyrc, 
the ſaid band of Matrimony with her Majeſty, and love, Honor, and 
ſerve her Highneſs , according to the place and Honor that it hay 
pleaſed her Majeſty to accept him unto, and never to have any che 
to his Wife during her Majeſties life time. In faith and witneſſing 
whereof, her Highneſs, and the ſaid Earl have ſubſcribed this preſent 
faithful promiſe, with their hands, as followeth, Day, Year and plc; 
aforſaid , before theſe witneſſes 3 George , Earl Huntly, and Maſt 
Thomas Hepburn, Parſon of 01d-Hanftock,, &c. 
Sic ſubſcribetar, MARY R. 
Zames Earl Bothny, 


Here note , that this Contra was made the fifth of April, within 
eight weeks after the Murther of the King, which was ſlain the tenth 
of February before, Alſo it was made ſeven days before that Byj- 
wel was acquitted by corrupt judgment of the ſaid Murder. 

Alſo it appeareth by the words of the Contra&t if (elf, that it 
was made before ſentence of Divorce between Bothwel and his former 
Wife. And alſo in very truth was made before any ſuit of Divore, 
intended or begun between him and his former Wife , though ſome 
words in this Contra ſeem to ſay otherwiſe, Which is thy 
proved. For this Contra& is dated the fifth of April, and it plain 
appearcth by the judicial acts before the two ſeveral Ecclehiafticalor 


dinary Judges, wherein is contained the whole Proceſs of the Divorce f 


between the ſaid Ear), and Dame Fane Gordon his Wife , that on: 
of the ſame Proceſſes, was intended and begun the 26 day of 4jri, 


and the other the 27 day. | 
Alſo there are extent the Records of the Juſtices Court: holdena 


Edenburgh the ſaid 12 day of April, ſome copies whereof have be 


exemplified and ſigned with the hand of Fohn Bellenden Clerk of the 
Court, among which is the Endictment of Bethwel. The tenourd 


which Records, with the Afliſe and verdi& do here follow. 


Uria Fuſticiarie S. D. N. Regine, tenta & inchoata in previ 


| de Edinburgh dzodecimo die menſis Aprilis, Anno 1567. per ni 


lem & potentem Dominum Archibaldum Comitem Exgadiz , Dominm 


Campbel & Lome Fuſtitiarium generalem ejuſdem $. D. N.Regine, toi 
Regnt ſui wbilibet conſtitutum- Sen. vocatum, &+ curia legitime affirmata 


N the which Court, appeared perſonally in Judgment, Mr. Jo 


Spens of Condie, and Robert Creycghton of Chock,, Advocatcs to ou 
Soverengn 
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Gyereign Lady, in her name, and there the ſaid Mr. Fohn Spens pro” 
Juced our Sovercign Ladies Letter execute and indorſed, together 
with the Endicment3 of the which Letters, indorſing thereof, and 
Eadictment, the Tenors hereafter follow, that is to ſay, 

MART, by the Grace of God, Queen of Scots, to our truſty and well 
Med, William Purwes, Mr. Lawſon, and Gawine Ramſey, Meſſen- 
pert, 0M Sheriffs in that part conjundly and ſeverally ſpecially conſtituted, 
Greeting. Foraſmuch as it is humbly meant and ſhewed uno us, by our 
fy and beloved Clerks and Counſellors, Mr, John Spens of Condie, 
1d Robert Creycghton of Chock, our Advocates : that whereas they 
jr: informed that our truſty Couſin and Connſellour, Matthew Earl of 
Lenox » Father to the King onr deareſt Spouſe, hath delated James Earl 
Bothwel, Lord Halis and Creycghton, &c. and certain others , of the 
Treoſonable, cruel , odious, and abominable ſlaughter and Murder of his 
Grace, committed upon the ninth day of February laſt paſt, under ſilence of 


| the night, within bis lodging, for the time, within our Bawer of Edenburgh, 


near the Church in the Field, upon proviſion, ſet purpoſe, and fore-thought 
Felony. And bath declared unto us the ſuſpicion had of the ſaid Earl and 
ahere, 45 committers of the ſaid odious, crnel and abominable deed. Whereto 
we being moſt earneſtly bent, minded, and willing to have trial taken therein, 
by order of Fuſtice, with all diligence and expedition poſſible, have with 
advice of the Lords of our ſecret Council, and alſo of the humble defire of the 
ſaid Earl Bothwel, made in our and their preſence, who offereth himſelf 
wiling to undergo the Trial of @ condign Aſſiſe, according to the Laws 
of our Realm for declaring of this part, have ordained a Court of Fuſtice, 
to be ſet and holden in the Tol-baoth of Edenburgh, the 12 day of. 
April next enſuing, for executing of Fuſtice npon the ſaid Earl, and other- 


| wiſe, for the cruel, odious, foul, and abominable crime and offence: as is 


more at large contained in an Ad made in the Books of our ſecret Council 
therenpon. 

Our will therefore 15,and we Charge you ſtriQly, and command, that immedi - 
attly,at the fight of theſe our letters, ye go,and in our name and Authority,warn 


| the ſaid Matthew Earl of Lenox, perſonally,or at his dwelling place, and all 


her our liege People having or pretending to have intereſt in the ſaid matter 
by open Proclamation at the Market-croſſes of our Burrows of Edcnburgh, 


| Dunbarton, Glaſcow, Lanerk, and «ther places needful, to appear be- 


fore our Fuſtice, or þis deputies, in our Tol-booth of Edenburgh, the ſail 
12, day of April next enſuing, to purſue and concur with us in the ſaid 
ation: with certification to them, that if they fail, that our Fultice or his 
Deputies, will proceed and do Juſtice in the ſaid matter the ſaid day, conforma- 
be to the Laws and Conſtitutions of our Realm, without any longer delay 
i continuation : and that ye ſummon an Aſſiſe to this end, every perſon under 
the pain of forty Pounds , as ye will anſwer to us thereupon. The which 

| 20. 
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to do, we commit to you, jointly and ſeverally, eur full power | 
Letters, delivering them by you duly 0 'be Loos : Y eſe 
agaiu to the bearer. | "ſed 


Given under our Signet at Edenburgh, the 27 of March, in th 
25 year of our Reign. 1567. bo 


Ex dcliberatione Dominorum Concilii Reg, 


Sic ſubſcribitur, MARY. 


Indorſments of the ſaid Letters. 


Pon the 29 day of March, in the year of God 1567. I Willi 

Purwes meſſenger, one of the Sheriffs in that part within con- 
fituted, paſt at command of theſe our Sovereign Ladies Letters, and 
in her Graces Name and Authority, warned Matthew Earl of Ly. 
nox, and all other her Majeſtics lieges having or pretending to hav: 
intereſs in the matter within ſpecified, by open Proclamation at the 
Market-croſs of the Burrough of Edenburgh, to appear before the Ju. 
fiice or his Deputics in the Tol-booth of Edenburgh the 1 2 day: of Ari 


next enſuing, to purſue and concur with our faid Sovereign Lag i 
in the ation within mentioned, with certification as is within expreſ. 


ſed, after the form and tenour of theſe Letters, whereof I affix'd one 
copy upon the ſaid Market-croſs. This I did before theſe witneſle, 
Fohn Anderſon and David Lant, with divers otkers. And for mor: 
witncſling to this my execution and indorſment, my Signet is af 


hxed. 
[I Pon the laſt day of March, the firft and ſecond days of 4jri 


in the year of God above written 3 I Gowine Ramſy Mcſſenger, 


one of the Sheriffs in that part within conſtituted, paſt at command- 
ment of theſe our Sovereign Ladies Letters, and in her Graces Name 


and Authority , warned the faid Matthew Earl of Zennox, at hi 


dwclling places in Glaſcow and Dunbarton eſpeRtively, becaulce I ſearch 
cd, and ſought, and could not apprehend him perſonally, and all c 


ther her Majeſiics lieges, having and pretending to have Intereſt to 


purſue in the matter herein exprefſed, by Proclamation at the Market 
Crofles of the Burroughs'of Glaſcow, Dunbarton, and: Lanerk, for toap 
pear before the Juſtice or his Deputies in the ſaid Tol-booth of E 
denburgh, the ſaid twelfth day of. April next. to come, to purſue and 


concur with otir ſaid Sovereign Lady in the action within _ 
wit 
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with certification, as is within mentioned, after the form and tenor of theſc 
Letters, whereof affixed one copy upon every one of the ſaid Market-Crofes. 
This 1 did before theſe Witneſſes, George Herbeſaun, Nicholas Audro, Robert Le- 
it, Meſſenger, William Smollet, David Robertſon, Fames Smollet, John Hammel- 
yon, Fames Bannatine, and Robert Hammelton, with divers others. And for more 
witneſſing hereof, my lignet is affixed 3 Subſcribed with my hand, Gawin 
Ramſy, Meſlenger. 


Pon the firſt day of April. The year of God 1567. I William Lawſon, 
IU! Mcſſenger, Sheriff in that part within conſtituted, paſt at command 
of theſe our Sovereign Ladies Letters, to the Market-Crofs of Perth, 

and there by open Proclamation lawfully warned Matthew Earl of Lennox, 
and all others our Sovereign Ladies Leiges, having, or pretending to have in- 
tereſs to purſue Fames Earl Bothwel, Lord Halis, and Creyghton, &c. and cer- 
tain others, for the cruel ſlaughter and murther of the King's Grace, and af- 


| fixed one Copy upon the ſaid Crofles, after the form and tenor of theſe Ler. 


ters. And this I did before theſe Witneſſes, Fames Marſchel, Alex. Borthuike, 
and Fobn Anderſon, Meſſengers, with divers others, And for the more wit- 
ncſing of this my Execution and Indorſment, I have ſubſcribed this with 
ny hand, Will. Lawfon, Mcflenger. 


The Indictment. 


Ames Earl Bothwell, Lord Halis, and Creyghton, &c. You are Indifted for 
aling part of the cruel, odious, treaſonable and abominable Slaughter and Mur- 
ther of the late, the right Excellent, right high and mighty Prince, the King's Grace, 
deareſt Spauſe, for the time, to our Sovereign Lady the Dueens Majeſty, under ſilence 
of Night, in his own Lodging, beſides the Church in the Field within this Burrows, 
be being taking the Nights reſt, treaſonably raifing fire within the ſame, with a great 
quantity of Powder 3 through force of the wh ich, the ſuid whole Lodging was raiſed, 
and blown in the Air, and the ſaid late King was murthered treaſonably and 


| moſt cruelly flain and deſtroyed by you tberein upon ſit purpoſe, proviſion, and fore- 


thought Felony. And this you did upon the Ninth day of February laſt paſt, wsder 
Rlence of the Night, as aboveſaid; as is wotoriouſly known, the which you cannot deny, 


Upon the which Production of the aforeſaid Letters executed, indorſcd 
and InciCted, the faid Advocate asked an Ad of Court and Inftruments, and 
deſired of the Juſtice Proceſs agrecable thereto. 

The ſaid Letters being openly read in Judgment, with the Indorſments 
thereof, the Juſtice by vertue of the ſame, cauſed to be calkd the ſaid Fames 


| Exrl Bothwell, as Defendant on the one part, and Matthew Earl of Lenox, and 


all others our Sovereign Ladics Liege People, having or pretending to purſue 
in the ſaid mattcr, to appear before him in this Court of Juſtice, to purſue 
and defend according to the Law. | 

H 7m. 
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Immediately after there appeared in Judgment, the ſaid Fames Earl Byy. 
well, and entered perſooally, and then made choice of Mr. David Bortbuik of 
Luchthil, and Mr, Edmund Hay to be Pielocators for him, who alſo appeared 
perſonally in Judgment, and were admitted by the Jultice to that ef, 

There allo appzared Mr. Henry Kinrof, alledging to be Proctor for 4y. 
drew Maſter of Errole, and produced in Judgment the Writing and Protetiz. 
tion under written, defiring the ſame to be regiſtred and inſerted in the 
Books of Adjourna!, the tenor whereof followeth., 

The ſame day appeared Mr, Henry Kizrof Proftor for Andrew Maſter of 
Errole, Contiable of Scotland, and alledged that the Conſtables for the time, 
of this Realm, hath been at all times by paſt only Judges competent to al 
{uch Perſons as have been accuſed criminally, for committing of Slaughter, 
Marther, or of Blood drawing near to the Princes Chamber, or within four 
Miles of the ſame. And therefore the ſaid Maſter now being Conſtable of this 
Realm, ought and ſhould be the competent Judge to Fames Earl Bothwel, 
and others his alledged Complices called this day,and to be accuſed for aRing 
any part of the'alledged Cruelty, treaſonable ſlaughter of the late Henry King 
of Scots, And in caſe Archibald Earl of Argyle, as Chiet Juſtice of this Realm, 
or his Dzputics proceed in the (aid Cauſe, the aid Maſter Henry Proctor afore- 
ſaid protcſteth ſolemnly, that the ſame proceeding therein, thall in no wiſe 
hurt, nor prejudice the ſaid Conſtable in his Office, Rights, title of Rights,[n- 
terefts, Juriſdiction, or Inveſtment thereof in any fort, but that he may uſe 
and exercile his ſaid Juriſdiction in all ſach Caſes in times coming, conform 
to his Inveliment of the {aid Office, and uſe of Cognoſcing uſed by his Prede. 
ccfſors, and before him in like Cauſes. All which time he makes it known, 
cicher by Inveſtment or other ways ſufficiently him to have Juriſdiction tn ſuch 
Cauſes. And dcfires the ſame Proteſtation to be inferted in the Book of Ad- 
journal, and admit it under Protcſtation, that heafhirm not the Lord Juſtice 
Furildition in any fort in proceeding in the ſaid matter. 

The Jukice, being adviſed with the ſaid Alledgeance and Protcſtation, 
found by Interlocutor, and ordained that Proceſs ſhould be laid by him inthis 


matter, notwithſtanding the ſame, in reſpect that nothing was ſhewn by the Þ 


ſaid Mr. Henry, to veritie the Contents of the ſaid Alledgeance and Prote- 
ſtation, Whercupon the ſaid Eatl Brothwell asked a Note of Court and [n- 
firument. 

The ſaid Matthew Earl of Lenox, and others our Sovereign Ladies Liege 
having or pretending to have Intereſt to purſue in the ſaid matter, being of 
tentimes called, to have appeared and concurred with the ſaid Advocates, in 
purſuing of the ſaid Action, Robert Cunningham appeared, alledging him Nr 
vant to the ſaid Matthew Earl of Lexox, arid produced the Writing uvder 
written, which he ſubſcribed! with his hand in Judgment as he that hal 
power to uſe the ſame, and proteſted it, and defircd to conform thereto in al 
points. Of the which Writing the tenor follows. 
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AY Lords, Tam come here, ſent by my Maſter my Lord of Lenox, to declare 
the cauſe of his abſence this day, and with his power as the ſame bears. The 

cauſe of bis abſence is the ſhortneſs of time and that be is denied of bi Friends and 
Servants, who ſhould have accompanied him to bis honor and ſecurity of his life, 41: 
refjedt of the greatneſs of his Party, and be having aſſiſtance of no Friends but only 
bimſelf. And therefore his L. commanded me to deſire a ſufficient Day, according 
to the weight of the Cauſe, therefore he may keep the ſame. And if your L. will pro- 
11d at this preſent, I proteſt that I may without any diſpleaſure of any man.uſe theſe 
things committed to my Charge by my Lord my Maſter: Whereof 1 tabe a Document. 
Item, I proteſt, that if the Perſons who paſs upon Aſſize and Inqueſt of theſe 
Perſons that (hall enter on pannal this day, clear the ſaid Perſons of the Murther of 
the King, tbat it ſhall be wilful Error and not Ignorance, by reaſon that it is notort- 
ouſly known thoſe Perſons to be the Murtberers of the King, as my Lord my Maſter al- 
ledger, upon the which Proteſtation I require a Document, Sic Sublcribitur, 


ROBERT CUNNINGHAM. 


Upon the ProduQton of the which Writing and Protcſtation, the ſaid Ro- 
bert asked Acts and Inſtruments. 

The Juſtice, being adviſed with the aforeſaid Writing and Proteſtation 
produced, and uſed by the ſaid Robert Cunningham in relpedct of the Letters 
and Writings ſent to our Sovereign by the ſaid Matthew Earl of Lenox, produ- 
ced it, and read, it in a Court, whercof the Copies are under written. By 
the which Letters and Writings, the (aid Earl of Lexox delired a (hort and 
ſummary Proce(s to be deduced in the ſaid matter, and alſo of the Ac and 
Ordinance of the Lords of the ſecret Council granted thereupon, and ſuch 
like in reſpe& of the carneſt infifting of the Advocates, deſiring Proceſs and 
right Suit cf the ſaid Earl BothwePs carneft Petition and Dcfire of a Tryal to 
be had in the (aid matter, with the Advice of the Lords and Barons aſſeſſors 
preſent, and by an Interlocutor, that Proceſs [hould be deduced in the ſaid Aci- 
on this day, according to the Laws of this Realm, notwithſtanding the Wri- 
ting and Proteltation produced by the (aid Robert Cunningham, and likewiſe 
admit him to concur and afſliſt the {aid Advocates in the purſuance of the 
ſaid Action, it he plealcd. 


Here followeth the Copics of the Letters and Writings (ent to the 
Queens Majelly, by the faid Earl of Lexox. 


Render moſt humble thanks unto your Majeſty for your Gracious and Comfortable 
Letter, which I received the 24th day of this inſtant. And whereas T perceive by 
the ſame, that it is your Majefties pleaſure to remit the Tryal of this late odious 4 
40 the 12me of a Parliament, May it pleaſe your Majeſty, altho I am aſſured your 
Highneſs thinks the time as long as 1 do till the matter be rricd, and the Authors of 
the Deed condignly puniſhed; yet I ſhall bumbly crave your Majeſties pardon in 


troubling your Highneſs ſo oft therein as T do, for the matter toncheth me ſa near, T 
ws H 
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£2 - © A Deteltion of 
beſeech your Majeity, moſt humbly to accept this my ſimple Advice in good pan, y 
follows : Which #, that whereas the time is long to the Parliament, this matter not by. 
ing a Parliament matter, but of ſuch weight and validity, which ought rather 19; 
with all expedition and diligence ſought out and puniſhed, to the Example of thy 
whole World, as Thnow your Majeſties Wiſdom conſiders the ſame far more thay my 
Wits can comprebend, yet foraſmuch as T hear of certain Tickets that have been put 
08 the Tol-booth Door of Edenburgh, anſwering your Majeſties firſt and ſecond 
Proclamations, which mentions in ſpecial, the names of certain Perſons, deviſers of 
the cruel Murther, T ſhall therefore mojt humbly beſeech Your Majeſty, for the love of 
God, the Honor of your Majeſty, your Realm,and the IWeal and Tranquillity there 
that it would pleaſe your Majeſty forthwith, not only to apprebend and put in ſur 
keeping the Perſons named in the ſaid Tickets, but alſo with diligence, 10 aſſembl, 
your Majeſties Nobility, and thea by open Proclamation, to admaniſh and require th 
Writers of the faid Tickets to appear according to the effed thereof, at the which 
time, if they do not, your Majeſty, may by advice of your Nobility and Council, re. 
lieve and ſet at liberty the Perſons named in the Ticket aſoreſaid. So ſhall your Maje- 
ty do an bonorable and godly Ad in bringing the matter to ſuch a narrow þ1int a ei- 
ther the matter ſhall appear plainly before your Majeſty,to the puniſhment of thiſe why 
have been the Authors of this cruel Deed, or elſe the ſaid Tickets fond vain in their 
ſelves, and the Perſons which are ſlandered to be exonerated and ſet at liberty at yu 
Majeſties pleaſures $0 I commit your Majeſty to the PreteGtion of Almighy God, to 
preſerve you in Health, and moſt happy Reign. Of Howſtoun the 26th Day & 
February. 


Ay it pleaſe your Majeſty, where your Highneſs in your laſt Letter writer 
me, that if there be any Names in be Tickets,that were affixt upon the Tol- 
booth Door of Edinburgh, that Trthink worthy to ſuffer a Tryal for the Murther f 
the King your Majejties Husband, upon my Advertiſement, your Majeſty ſhoud pro 
ceed ty the Cognition taken, as may (tand with the Laws of this Realm, and being 


found eulpable, ſhall ſee the puniſhment as rigoronſly executed as the weight of the 


Crime deſerves. May it pleaſe your Majeſty, fince the receipt of your Highneſſes Let- 
ter, I have ſtill I»okt that ſome of the bloody Murtherers ſhould have been openly 
kuown ere now. And ſecing they are not yet, T cannot find in my beart to conceal the 
matter any longer. but let your Majeſty underſtand the names of them whom [ greate 
ly ſuſpe&, that is to ſay; tbe Earl Bothwel, Mr. James Balfor, and Gilbert Balfor 
bis Brother, Mr. David Chamer, Blackmaſter, John Spens, Senior Francis, Ba- 
fiian, John theBurdeavix, and Joſeph David's Brother. Which Perſons I moſt 
intirely and humbly beſ:ech yowr Majeſty, that according to my former Petition unto 
your Highaeſs, it will pleaſe, not only to apprebend and put in ſure keeping, but as 
with diligence to aſſemvle your Majeſties whole Nobility and Council, and then to 
the ſuch perfeft order of the afore-named Perſons, that they may be juſtly tryed, as 
I 45nbt not but in ſo doing the Spirit of God ſhall work in tbe ſaid matter, that the 
truth ſhall be kuona, So ſhall your Majeſty. do a moſt godly and honorable Ad, for 
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your ſelf being the Party as you are, a great Satisfaftion it ſhall be to all that belong? 
unto bim that is gone, who was ſo dear unto your Highneſs. Aud now, not doubting 
hat your Majeſty will take order in the matter according to the weight of the Cauſe, 
which I moſt humbly beſeech, I commit your Majeſty tothe ProteCtion of the Almigh- 
ty God, who preſerve you in Health, long Life, and moſt bappy Reign. Of 
Hftoun this Seventeenth of March. | 


| Aſſizes. 

[ Andro Earl of Rothes, Laurence Lord Oliphant, 
George Earl of Caithner, 7obhn Maſter of Forveſs, 
Gilbert Earl of Caſi/lis, Fohbn Gordon of Lothinware, 

; Lord Fobn Hamilton, Commander of | Robert Lord Boyd, 


\ Arbroycht, Son to the Lord Duke. < James Cokbourn of Launton, 


Yames Lord Roſſe, Fohn Somervile of Cambuſuethan, 
Robert Lord Sunple, Mowbray of Bern Buxal, . 
L ohn Maxwell Lord Hereif, LC Ogilby of Boyn. 


H: fo: e-named Perſons of Aiti.e being choſen, admitted and ſworn in 


| Judgment, as the uſe is. And therefore the ſaid Earl Bothwell being ac- 


cuſed by th- ſaid Dictate of the Crime aforeſaid, and the ſame being denied 
by him, and retcried to the deliverance of the ſaid Aflize, they removed out of 
the faid Court, and all together convened, and after long reaſoning had by 
them v m the ſame Dictate and Points thercof, they and eke one of them for 


tem +25 voted, dclivercd, and acquit the ſaid Fames Earl Bothwell of act. 


and. zrt of the (id ſlaughter of the King, and Points of the (aid Dictate. 

and tince the {aid George Earl of Caithnes, Chancellor of the ſaid Aiſizes in 
his and their Names asked Inſtruments, that neither the ſaid Advocates, nor 
the faid Robert Cunningham 3s have had Committion of my Lord of Lenox, nor 
no other brought into them any Writing, Token, or Verification, whereby 
the Dictate above written might be forfeit, nor the (31d Aſſize perſwaded to 
dliver any otherwiſe, than is above written, Nor yet was the ſaid Dictate 
lworn, nor no Party, cxcept the ſaid Advocates,competent to purſue the fame, 
and theretore in r:ſpe that they delivered according to their knowledge, 
roteſts that they ſhould incur no wilful Error in any wile hereafter. Which 
lnlcument and Protetiation immediately after the re-entry of the ſaid Earl 
oCaithnes Chancellor, and one part of the named of the (aid Perſons of Af- 
ize in the ſaid Court of Juſticiary, before the Pronunciation of their Delive- 
nnce aforeſaid at the defire of the ſaid Earl of Caithnes was openly read in 
Judgment. And thereupon he of new asked Acts. and Infiruments, and 
protelieth in manner above expreſſed. 


XraGlum de libro Aftorum Adjonrnalis S. D. N. Regina: Per me Foannem 

Bellencen de Auchnoule militem, clericum juſticiarie ejuſdem generalem, Sub 

my figno & ſubſcriptione mannalibus. | 
Joannes Bellenden Cleric Frfticiarie. 

Note, 
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Note, That at the ſame time Proteſiation was made by George Earl of Caitl. 
nes, Chancellor of the ſaid Afſze, that the ſaid Dictate or Inditment was ng: 
1n this point true, viz. in alledging the Murther to be committed the gth day 
of Febrxary, for that indeed the Murther was committed the next day being 
the roth Day in the Morning, at two hours after Mid-night, which in Lay 
was and ought to be truly accounted the 1oth Day,and fo the Acquittal that 
way but cavillingly defended. 

The Writings and Letters found in the ſaid Casket, which are avowed t 


be written with the Seoztiſh Queens own hand, 


Certain French Sonnets written by the Queen of Scots to Bothwell, befor: 

her marriage with him, and (as itis ſaid ) while her Husband lived; 
7 Wh but certainly.before his Divorce from his Wife, as the words themlſzlve; 
wa. it ſhew, before whom ſhe here preferreth her (elf in deſerving to be bele- 
-iþ- WH, ved of Bothwell. 


7 with; Dieux ayez, de moy compaſſion, 
'$ Et m' enſeignez, quelle preuve certain 
Fe puis donner qui ne Iny ſemble vain 
| Þ 'FR# De mon amonr &* ferme affeQion. 
[# TK Las! weft il pas ja en poſſeſſion 

# Du corps, du caur qui ne refuſe pain 
Ny diſhonnear, en la vie incertain, 
Offenſe de parents, ne pire afflidion ? 
[4 (BR Ponr luy tous mes ames j' eſtimemoins que rien, 
1 F L Et de mes ennemis je venx eſperer bien. 
\ bb P ay hazarde pour Iuy & nom & conſcience: 
* Fe veune pour Iny an monde renoncer : 
ll (id Fe venx mourir pour luy auancer. 

a: ' Ewe reſte #1 plus ponr prouver ma conſtance 2 

| Entre ſes mains & en ſon plein pouveir 
| Te metz, mon filz, mon honneur, & may vie, 
(; - Mon pai, mes ſubjetz, mon ame aſſubjetie 
w: :i!- Eſt tout & Iny, & ray autoe vanlloir 
WW! 1 Pour mon obje que ſans le decovoir 
al! f Sminre je veux malgre toute Þ envie 
"WE Ds" iſfir en peult, Car je n' autre e vie 
+ 0 Due de ma foy, Iny faire appercevoir 
T's! Due ponr tempefte ou bonnace qui face. 

* Jamai ne veux changer demenre ou place. 
| Brief je feray de ma foy telle prenve, 
Br il cegnoiſtra ſans fainte ma conſtance, 
Non parmes pleurs ou fainte obeyſſance, 
Comme autres ont fait, mais par divers eſpreuve. 
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.MARY Queer of Scots. 


Elle pour ſon bonneur vous dozbt obeyſſamce 

Moy vous obeyſſant i in puis recevoir blafme, 

N' eſtat, a mo regret, comme elle voſtre femme. 
Et fi i' aura pour tant an ce point preeminence, 
Pour ſon profit elle uſe de conftance, 

Carce neſt peu d honnexr d'eftre de voz biens dame 
Et moy pour vois aimer j' en puis recevoir blaſme 
Et ne Iuy veux beder en tote P obſervance 

Elke de voſtre mal n' a P apprehenſion 

Moy je ay nul repos tant je crains  apparence 
Par V aduis des parentz, elle ent veſtre accointance 
Moy maugre tous les mines vows porte affeion 

Et de ſa loyaute prenez ferme aſſearance. 


Pay vous mon caur & par veſtre alliance 
Elle a remis ſa maiſon en honseur 

Elle a jovy par vous la grandeur 

Dont tous les fiens n' ayent nul aſſeurance 
De vous mon bien elle 2 ex Ia conſtance, 
Et a gaigne pour un temps votre caur, 
Par vous elle 4 eu plaiſſren bon heur, 

Et pour vous a receu honneur @ reverence, 
Et wf a per Iu ſin on la joviſſance 

D” un faſcheux ſot qu' elle aymoit cherement, 
Fe ne la playns a aymer douc ardamment, 
Celuy qui n' a en ſens, ny en vaillance, 

En beante, ex bonte. ny en conſtance 

Point de ſeconde. Fe vis en ceſte foy. 
SPuant vous I amioz, elle wſoit de freideur. 
Sy vous ſouffriez, pour 5* amonr paſſion 
Qui vient d* aymer de trop d' affeiion, 
Sor doig monſtroit, Ia trifteſſe de caxr 

N' ayant plifir de veftre grand ardeur 
En ſes habitz, monſtroit ſans fiction 

©X' ellen? avoit paowr qu imperfeaion 
Peuſt I effacer hors de ce loyal car. 

De woſtre mort je ne vis la peanu 

Due meritiit tel Mary & ſeignenr. 

Comme de vous elle a ex tout ſon bien 

Et n' a priſe ny jamais eftime 

Un fi grand heur fi non puis qu” 1 i eſt ſien 
Et maintenant dit avoir tant ayme. 

Et maintenant elle commence @ voir 

<2 olle eftoit bien de maxvais jugement 
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Et voudroit bien-men amy decevoir 

Par les eſcriptz, tout ſardez, de ſcavoir 

Lui pourtant u' eſt ex ſon eſprit croiſſant 

Ains emprante de quelque autheur luiſſant, 
A faint tresbien.un envoy ſans Þ avoir 

Et toutesfois ſes parolles ſardez, 

Ses pleurs, ſes plains remplis de fidtions, 
Et ſes bants cris & lamentations, 

Ont tant gaigne qui par vous font gardez, 

Ser lettres eſcriptes auſquelles vous donnez; ſoy 


Er fi I aymez & croyez plus que moy. 


Vous la croyez, las ! trop je I appercoy 
Et vous doutez, de ma ferme conſtance, 

O mon ſenl bien & mon ſeul eſperience, 
Et ne vous puis je aſſeurer de ma foy 
Vous meſtimez leger que je voy, 

Et fi n' avez ex moy nul aſſeurance, 

Ez ſoupconnez, mon caur ſans apparence, 
Vous deffiant a trop grand tort de moy. 
Vous ignore F amour que je vous porte, 
Vous ſoupconnex qu antre amour me tranſporte, 
Vous eftimez mes parolles du went, 
Vous depeignez de cire mon las caur, 
Vous me penſez femme ſans jugement. 
Et tout cela augmente mou ardeur, 


Mon amour croiſt &* plus en plus croiſtra 
Tant que je viuray, & tiendray 4 grandbeur. 
Tant ſeulement d* avoir part en ce caur 
Vers qui en fin mon amour perſiſtra 
Si tres 2 clair que jamais n' en en dontra, 
Pour luy je venx rechercher la grandeur, 
Et feray tant qu" en vray cognoiſtra, 

we je n' ay bien, heur, ne contentement, 
Qu” a I obeyr & ſervir loyaument. 
Porr lay jattend toute bonne fortune. 
Por luy je venx garder ſante & vie. 
Porr luy tout wertu de ſuiure j ay envie, 
Ee ſans changer me trouvera tout une. 


Pour Iuy auſſi je jette maintes Iarmes. 


Premier quand il ſe fiſt de ce corps poſſeſſeur, : 


Du 
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Du quel alors il i avoit pas le camr. 

Pris me donna un autre dur alarme, 

Luand il verſa de ſon ſang mainte drigme, 
Dont de grief il me vint laiſſer-doleur; -. 

Qui mi en perſa ofter la vie, &* frayeny 

De perdre las ! le ſeul rempar qui m* arme, 
Pour Iuy depuis jay meſpriſe Þ bonnexr 

Ce qui nous penlt ſeul pourovir de bonheax. 
Pour luy j' ay hazards grandeur & conſcience. 
Pour Iny tous mes parents j ay quite, & amir, 
Et tous autres reſpedz; ſont apart mir, 
Brief de vous ſeul je cherche Þ alliance. 


De vous je dis ſeul ſouſtein de ma vie 

Tant ſeulement je cherche m afſeurer, 

Et fi ofe de moy tant preſumer 

De vous gaigner maugre toute Þ envie. 

Car c* eſt le ſeul defir de votre chere amie, 
De vous ſervir & loyaumeut aymer, 

Et tows malheurs moins que rien eſtimer, 

Et voſtre volonte de lamien ne ſujure. 

Vous cognoſtrez avecques obeyſſance 

De mon loyal devoir n' omittant laſcience 

A quoy je eſtudieray pour touſiours vous complaire 
Sans aymer rien que vous, ſoubz; la ſubjeion: 
De qui je veux ſans nulle:fition 

Viere & mourir & & ce j' obtempere. 


Mon caur, mon ſang, mon ame, &* mon ſoucy 
Las, vous m" avez promis qu” aurons ce plaiſir 
De deviſer avecques vous & loyfir; 

Toute la nui, ou je languis jey, 

Ayant le caur d' extreme paour tranſy, 
Pour voir abſent le but demon deſlr 
Crainte & oublier un coup me vient 4 ſaiſir : 
Et P autre fois je crains que rendurcie 
Soit contra moy voſtre amiable caur F 
Par quelque dit d' un meſchant ramportenr, - 
Un autre fois je crains. quelque aventure 


| Nui par chemin detourne mon ament, | 


Par un faſcheux & nouveau accident. 

Dieu detourne toute malheureux augure. 

Ne vous voyant ſelon qu' avez promis 

P ay' mis la main au papier pour eſcrire 
I 
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D'*un different que je voule tranſerire. 

Je ne ſeay pas qael ſera voftre aduis 
Mais Fe ſcay bien qui mieux aymer ſcaura, 
Vors diriez bien que plus y gaignera. 


O Goddeſs have of me Compaſſion, _ 

And ſhew what certain Pzoof ; 

J m-p give, which ſhall not feem to htm vam, 
Of my Love and fervent Aﬀection. 

He alas, is he not alrcadp in poſſeſſion _ 

Of mp Body, of Heart, that refuſes no pain ? 
No2 Diſhonour in this. life uncertain, 
Offence of Friends, ng2 wazſe affiaion, Ls 
Fo? him eſteem all mp Friends leſs than nothing, 
And F will have god hope of mp cnemics. 
}J have put in hazard fo2 him both Fame and Conſcience, 
£j will fo2 his ſake renounce the Wozld, 
J will die to fet him fozward. | : 
What remaineth to give p2oof of mp Conſcience ? 


Jn his hands and in his full power, 

JJ put mp Son, my Honour, and my Life, 

9p Countrp, mp Subjects, mp Soul, all ſubdued 

To him, and hag none other will 

Fo2 my ſcope, which without 'deceit, 

©] will follow in ſpite of a#l Envie i 

That may enſue : foz FHave-ns other deſire, 

Bur to make him perceive. mp faithfulneſs, 

Fo2 ſiozwm oz. fair. cx. that. map. come, 

Never will it change Pwelhing, 92 Place. 

Shoztly FJ ſhail give of mp truth. ſuch p2vf,. 

That he ſhall know mp, Can{quep. without fiction, 

Not by mp Weeping, 02.Fe Qbedienec, 

Xs other have done; but by gther experience. 

She fo2 her Honour oweth pon ' Obedience: 

*J in obeping pou may” receive: Diſhonour, - | 

Not being (to wy Ditple : pour Wile: 98 ſhe 

And pet in this pointe ſhall: havo np P2ehenunence, 
Fo? it is no little Honouy'robe -MWrſtris-of pour Goods, 
And 5 fo2 loving of pox map receive blame, _ 

2nd will not be overcome by yer-m loyal Obſervance, 
Shne has no app:ehenſion.af pgur Evil, cas 
<J fcar fo all oppearing- vil that; J can. ave nd ret, | An 
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had pour acquaintance by conſent of her Friends, 
againſt all thetrr Wil Have bozr pou Afection, - 

id not the leſs (mp Heart ) pou doyht of ,zzy Conſiaucy, 
11d of her Faithtuineſs. pou, have firm: aſſurance. - 
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Phen pou loved her ſhe uſed coldnefs, 

Jf pou luffcr foz her love paſſion. 

that cometh of too great Affection of life, 

her Sadneſs ſhews the Dolour of her Heart, 
caking no pleaſure of pour vehement Purning, 
Jn her cloathing ſhe ſhews unfeignedly, 

That ſhe Had no fear, that Jmperfection 

Could deface her out of that true heart. 

7 did not ſee in her the Fear of pour Death, 
That was wozthp of ſuch a Yugband and Lozd, 
Shoztlp ſhe hath of pou 'all her Wealth. 

And hath never weighed no2 eſteemed 

On ſo great hap, but ſince it was not hers, 
Ind now ſhe ſaith that ſhe loveth him ſo well, 


Ind now ſhe beginneth to ſee, ; 
That ſhe was of verp evil Judgment, |; 
To eſteem the Love of ſuch a Lover, . 
And would fain deceive mp Love. | W 
vy Wzitings and painted Learning, ; 
Which not the leſs did not breed in her brain, 
Put bozzowed fzom ſome feat Authoz, 
To feign one Sto2y and have none. 
< 3nd fo2 all that her painted ms 
. 2 
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To loſe the only Strength that armed me, 
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Her Tears, her Plaints full of diſimulation, 
And her high Cries and Lamentations | 
Vath -won that Point, that pou keep in ſfoze, | ; 
Yer Letters and Wzitings, to which pou give trulk, ; 
Bea, and loveſt and believeſt her moze than me, _ | 
Vou belteve her (alas) ÞJ perceibe it too well, | h 


And calleſt in doubt mp firm Conſfancy 
(O mine only Wealth, and mine only Hope) 
And 4 cannot aſſure you of mp truth. 
7 ſce that pou eſteem me light, 

And be no wap aſſured of me, 

And doeſt ſuſpect (mp Yeart)) without any appearing canſe 
Diſcrediting me wrongfully. | , 

Vou do not know the Love 5 bear to you, 

You ſuſpect that other Love tranſpozteth me. 

Pon think mp Wozds be but wind : 

You paint my very Yeart,. as it were of war, 

You imagine me a Woman Without Judgment. 

And all that increaſeth mp burning. 


Ip Love increaſecth, and moze and mo2e will increaſe, 


So long as A thall live, and A ſhall hold fo2 a great Felicity 


To have onlp part Mm that Heart, 

To which at length mp Love ſhall appear, 
So clearly, that he ſhall never doubf, 

F02 him | will firive againſt one Wozld, 
F02 him 4 will renounce greatneſs, 
And ſhall do fo- much that he ſhall know 
That ©J have no Wealth, Pap, no2 Contentation;, 
But to obey and ſerve him- truly. 

Fo2 him © attend all good Fo2tune. 
F802 him © will conferve Health and Life. 
#02 him | deſire to' enſue. Courage, 

And he ſhall ever find me unchangeable. 


Fo? hin alfo © powred. out many Tears, 

Firſt when he made himſelf Poſſeſſor of this: Body, 

Of the which then he Had not the Heart. 

Atter he did give me one other Hard Charge, 

When he bled of his Blood great quantity, | | 
Though the great So22ow of the which came to me 8hat doſour, 
That almoſt; carried awap mpy- Life, and the Fear 
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F02 him ſince | have deſpiſed Honour, 
The thing onlp that bzingeth Felicity. 
Fo: him 4 have hazarded Gzeatneſs -and Conſcience. . 
Foz him | have foztaken all Gindzed and Friends, 
And ſet aſide all other fieſpects, 

Shoztly, J ſeck the Alliance of pou onlp. 


Of pou © ſap the only upholder of mp Life, 

J onlp. ſcek to be aſſured; 

Pea, and dare pzeſume ſo much of mp ſelf, 

To win pou in ſpite of all Envie: 

Fo2 that is the onlp Defire of pour dear love, 
Co ſerve and love pou truly, 

And to eſteem all this Hap leſs than nothing, 
And to follow pour Will with mine, 

You ſhall know with Obedience, 

Not fo2getting the Tinowledge of mn lopal Duty, 


The w3zich 4 ſhall ſtudp to the end that J may ever pleaſe you, 


Loving nothing but pou, in the Subjection 
Of whom | will without any fiction, 
Live and dic, and this 4] conſent, 


Vp Heart, mp Blood, mp Soul, mp Care, 


Alas pou had p:2omiſed that J ſhould have that Pleaſure. 


To dcviſe with pou at letfure. 

All the Night where © lie and languiſh here, 
Mp Heart being overſet with cxtreme Fear 
Secing abſcnt the Sumumn of mp defire. 

Fear of fo2getting ſometime taketh me, 

And other Times þ fear that loving Heart, 
Be not hardened againſt me 

By ſome ſaping of ſome wicked Kepozter. 
Other Times 4J; fear ſome Adventure, 
That by the wap ſhould turn back mp Tove 
Bp ſome troubleſome and new Accident. 

O Hod turn back all unhappy Xugure. 


Not ſeeing pou as pou had p2omiled, 

J put mp Yand to the Paper to weite, | 

Of one difference that 4J have will it cope. 

J cannot tell what ſhall be pour Judgment, 
But J know well who can beſt love, 

You can tell who fhall win molt, 
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A Detection of 


Alctter written by her from Glaſcoe to Bothwell, proving her Hate to 
her Husband, and ſome ſuſpicions of practiſing his Death, which 
Letter was written in French, and here cnſueth, tranſlated word for 


word. 


is ſemble qu avecques voſtre abſence ſeit joynt I oubly, ven qu an partir you 
me promnſtes de vos novelles. Et toutes foys je n' en puis apprendre, &c, 


Þ appcars, that with your abſence there is allo joyned forgerfulneſs, ſee. \ 
ing that at your departing you promiſed to make me Advertifement 
of your News from time to time. The waiting upon them yelierday, 
cauſed me to be almoſt in ſach Joy as I will be at your returning, which 
you have delayed longer than your promiſe was. As to me, howbcit, | 
have no further News from you according to my Commiſſion, I bring 
the Man with me to Cragmiller upon Monday, where he will be all Jg- 
veſday, and I will go to Edenburgh to draw Blood of me, if, in the 
mean time, I get no News to the contrary from you. He is more Gay 
than ever you faw him, he puts me in remembrance of all things that 
may make me belicve he loves me. Perhaps you will ſay that he makes love 
to me: Of the which I take fo great pleaſure, that I enter never where 
he is, but inconiincent I take the ſickneſs of my fore Side, I am (o trou- 
bled with it. If Pareis brings me that which I ſend him for, I truſt 
it ſhall amend me. I pray you advertiſe me of your News at length, and 
what I ſhall do, in caſe you be not returned when 1 am come there, for 
in caſe you work not wiſely 1 {ce that the whole burden of this will fall 
upon my Shoulders. Provide for all things, and Diſcourſe upon it firſt 
with your ſelf. I ſend this by Betown, who goes to one day of Law cf 
the Lord of Belſours, I will fay no further, ſaving I pray you to fer:, 
me good News of your Voyage. From Glaſcoe this Saturday in the 


Mornivg, 


Another Letter to Bothwell concerning the Hate of hex Husband, 
and PraQtice of his Murther. 


Tf Stan party ds lieu ou j* avois laiſſe man caur il ſe peult ayſemente juger quelie e- 

ftoit ma contenance, veu ce qui peult un corps ſans caur, qui aeſte cauſe que juſ- 
ques 4 la diſnee je n* ay pas tenu grand propos, auſſi perſonne ne 5 ejt voulu advan: 
cer jugeant bien qu' il n' y faiſoit bon, &c. 


Betis departed. from the place where I left my heart, it is cafie to be judg- 
ed what was my countenance, ſeeing that I was even as much as one 
body without a heart, which was the occaſion that while dinner time I held 


purpoſe to no body, nor yet durſt any preſent themſelves unto me, judg- 
| ing 
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ing that it was not good fo to do. Four miles ere I came tothe Town, 


one Gentleman of the Earl of Lenox came and made his Commendations 


unto me, and excuſed him that he came not to meet me, by reaſon that 
he durſt not. enterpriſe the ſame, becauſe of the rude words that I had ſpoken 
to Cunningham, and he defired that he ſhould come to the Inquiſition of the 
matter that T ſuſpeGed him of: This latt ſpeaking was of his own head 
without any Commiſſion. I anſwercd to him that there was no receit could 
ſerve againſt fear, and that he would not be afraid in caſe he were not culpa- 
blez and that I anſwered but rudely to the doubts that were in his Letters. 
$o that I made him hold his Tongue. The reſt were too long to write» 
Sir Fames Hamilton met me, who ſhewed that the other time, when he 
heard of my coming, he departed away, and ſent Hoxton to ſhew him 
that he would never have believed that he would have purſued him, nor 
yet accompanied him with the Hamiltons, He anſwered, that he was only 
come but to fee me, and that he would neither accompany Stewart nor 
Hamilton, but by my Commandment. He defired that he would come 
arfAl ſpeak with him; he refuſed it, The Lord of Luſe, Hounſton and Canld- 


wellis his Son, with forty Horſe or thereabout came and met me. The | 
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Lord of Lyſe ſaid that he was charged to one day of Law, by the | 
King's Father, which ſhould be this day, againſt his own hand writing, {| 
which he has. And yet notwithſtanding, knowing of my coming it is de- | 
layed, he was inquired to come to him, which he refuſed, aud {wears that | 
he will endure nothing of him. Never one of that Town came to ſpeak | 
to me, which cauſes me to think that they are his, and nevertheleſs he ſpeaks | 


good, at the leali his Son, I fee no other Gentleman but they of my com- 


pany. The King ſent for Foachin: yelternight, and asked of him, why TE | 


lodged not b-lide him, and that he would riſe the ſooner it that were, 
and wherefore 1 come, if it was for good Appointment, and it you were 
there in particular, and if I had made my Eſtate, if I had ta- 


ken Pareis and Gilbert to write to me, and that I would fend This bzarer wil | 


tell you {omvehac 


Foſeph away. I am abaſhed who hath ſhewn him ſo far, yea, yur ths. 
he ſpake even of the Marriage of Baſtzan. I inquired him of 


his Letters, whereunto he complained of the Cruelty of ſome, an{wered -! 
that he was aſtoviſhed, and that he was ſo glad to ſee me, that he believ- | 
ed to die for gladnets, he found great fault that I was penlſive, I depart= - 
ed to: Supper, this Bearer will tcll you of my arriving, he prayed me to + 
return, the which I did; hc declared unto' me his fickneſs, and that he 
would make no Teſtament but only leave all things to me, and that I was | 
the cauſe of his Malady, becaufc of the regret that he had that I was fo - 


ftravge unto him. And thus he ſaid, you ask me what 1 mean by the 


Cruelty contained in my Letter, it is of you alone that will not accept of 


my offcrs and repentance. I confeſs that 4 have failed, but not into that 


which 


which I ever denied, and ſuch like has fallen to ſundry of your Subj<&s | 
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 caufes me to try my Wit for; vexy anger. 


[Life cre he did any diſpleaſure to me. 


64 5 A Deteflion. of 
which you have: forgiven. I am. young. You will ſay, that you have for. 


given me oftentimes, and yet that I xeturn to my faults. May not any 
Man of my Age for lack of Counſel fall twice or thrice, or in lack of his 


+ Promiſe, and at laſt repent himſelf, and be chaſtiſed by experience ? If | 
| may obtain pardon, I proteſt I ſhall never wake fault again. And I crave 
' no other thing, but that we may be at Bed and Board together as Husband 
4: and Wife: and if you will not conſent hereunto, I will never riſe out of 
| this b:d. I pray you tell me your Reſolution. God knows how I am py- 
' Diſhed for 'making my God of you, and for having no other thought but 
' on you; and if at any time I offend you, you are the cauſe, becaule when 
/ any offends me, if for my Refuge I might complain unto you, I would 
' Fpeak-it-unto no other body 3 but when I hear any thing, not being fami- 


Har with you, neceſſity confliains me to keep it in my Breaſt; and that 
I an{wercd firajght unto him, 


But that would be over-long to write at length, I asked why he would 


/. paſs away in the Ergliſh Ship? He denies it, and ſwears thereunto but 
| he grants that he ſpake with the Mcn., After this, I inquired of the In- 
' 14%, <quiſation of Highgates ; he denied the fame, while I ſhewed him the vcry 
''1; Words were fpoken. At which time he ſaid, that Minto had advertiſed him 
1, that it was ſaid that ſyme of the Council had brought one Letter to rne to 
' be ſubſcribed to put him in Prifon, and to ſlay him it he made reſiſtance. 


And he asked the fame of Minto himfelt, who anſwered, That he believed 
the ſame to be truc. In the Morning I will ſpeak to him upon this point, 
-As to the reli, William Highgates he contfled it; but it was the Morning 
after my coming ere he did it. He would very fain that I ſhould lodge 
in-his Lodging) I rcftuſcd it, and (aid to him, that he bchoved to be pur- 
ged, and that could not be done here: he ſaid to me, I hear ſay you 
have brought one Letter with you, but I had rather have paſſed with you, 
I think he believed that I would have ſent him away Priſoner; I anſwered, 
That I would take him with me to Cragmillar, where the Phyſician and I 
might help him, and not be far from my Son: he anſwered, that he was 
ready when I pleaſed, ſo I would aſſure him of his Requeſt; he deſires no 
body to ſce him he is angry when I ſpeak of Walcar, and ſays, that he 
ſhall pluck the cars from oft bis Head, and that he lies; for I inquired him 
upon thar, and that he was angry with ſome of the Lords, and would 
threaten them 3 he denies that, and ſays, he loves them all, and prays me 
to give truſt to-nothing againſt him, as to me. he would rather give his 
Ard after this he ſhewed me of 


. Jo many little flateeries, ſo coldly, and fo wiſely, that you will be aſhamed 
thereat, I had almoſt forgot that he faid he could not doubt of me in 
| this purpole of Highgates, tor he would never believe that I who was his 
proper Fleſh would do him any evil, as well it was ſhewn that I refuſed 
to ſubſcribe the ſame; but as to any others that would purſue him, at 
DS leaſt 
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aft he ſhould ſell his Life dear enough; but he ſuſpected no body nor yet 
would not, but would love all that 1 loved; he would not let mc depart 
fom him, but defired that I ſhould wake with him: I make it ſeem that 
| believe that all is true, and takes heed thereto, and excuſed my ſelf for 
this night that I could not wake: he ſays he ſleeps not wellz you ſaw 
him never better, nor ſpeak more humble; and it 1 had not a proof of his 
heart of Wax; and that mine were not::of a Dizmond, whereinto'no ſhit 
can make breach, but that which comes forth of. your hand, I would have 
almoſt had pity of him. But fcar not, the place thall-hold unto the deat}: 
Remember in recompence thereof, that ye ſuffer not yours to be won by 
that falſe Race that will travel no lefs with you for:theſ:me. I believe they 
have.becn at School together 3 he has ever the tear in his Eye ; he ſalutes 
every body, yea.udto the l.aft, and makes piteous moan unto them to make 
them have pity on ham. This day his. Father bled at the mouth and noſe 3 
pheſs what Preſage that is : I have not yet ſeen him, he kecps his Chamber. 
The King detires that I ſhould give him Meat with mine own hands : but 
pive no more truſt where you are than I ſhall do here. This is my firſt Jour- 
rey 3 I, (hall ſend the. ſame to morrow, I write all things 3. howbeit they 
be of little weipht, to the end that.ye- may take the beſt of. all ro judge 
upon. 1 am in, doing of a, work. here'that 1 hate greatly. Haveyou not a de- 
fire to laugh to {ce me lie {o, well, at the: Icafi to difſemble ſo well, and to 
tell him truth betwixt hands; He ſhewed me almoſt all that: is in che Name 
of the Biſhop and: Sznderland, 'and yetT have never touched one word of 
that you ſhewed me, but 'only by force flattering, ;and to:pray him 'to aſ- 


ſure him(clt of me3 and by complaining on the Biſhop I have drawn it all | 


out of him ; you havc heard the relt, We arc coupled with two falſe Ra- 
«s, the Devil ſfundcr us, and God Kkoit us together for the moſt faithful 
couple that ever he united,, This is my Faith, .L will die init. Excuſe it; 
| write evil, you may -ghels the half of it, but F cannot mend it, b:cauſe 
Iam not well at caſe, and very glad to write unto you when the reſt are 
aflecp, tith I cannot fleep as they do, and as ] would dctire, that is, in vour 
Arms my dear Love, whom I pray God to preſerve tom all evil, and fcnd 
you repoſe, 1 am going io ſeck mine till the Morning, when I (hail cnd 
My Bible 3 but I am vexed that it liops tne to write news of, my. (elt unto 
you, becauſe it is ſo lopg. | Advertiſe me what you have deliberated to do 
m the matter, you 'know upon this point, to the end that. we may under- 
liand each other well, that nothing thereof be ſpilt. I am. weary, and go- 
ing to Mlcep, and yet I ceale not to fcribble all this Paper in 10 much as 
remains thereof, ' Wearied might this pocky. man be, that cauſes me to 
have ſo much pain, fgx without him 1 ſhould have a far pleaſanter Sub- 
ka to diſcourſe upon. He is not overmuch deformed, yet he has received 
vexy much, ' He has almoſi flain me with his breath, it is worſe than,your 
Uncles, and yet I came no nearer unto him but in a Chair at the beds tcet, 
and being at the othcr cnd thereot, K The 
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The meſſage of the Father in the Gate, 
The pu zpole of Sir fames Hamitton. 
Of that the L. of Zxſſ? ſhewed me of the delay, þ 
Of the demands that he asked of Foachim. j 
Of my cliate, of my company, of the occation of my coming, and of Foſeph, 
Hem, the purpoſe. that he and I had together, 
Of the deſire he has to pleaſe me, and of his repentance. 
Of the interpretation of his Letter. 
Of William Highgates matter of his departing, 
Of Monſeaur de Leving ſton. j 
I had almoſt forgot that Monſeur de Leving(ton ſaid in the Lady Reres ear 
at Supper, that he would drink to the folk I wiſt of, if I would pledge F ; 
them. - And after Supper he ſaid to me when I was leaning upon him | 
warming me-at the fire; you thave fair going to ſee ſuch folk, yet you 
cannot be fo welcomne unto them, as you left ſome body rhis day in ſadnes,  ,, 
that will never be merry while he fee you again. I aſked of him, who ff » 
that was? with that he thruſt my. body and faid, that ſome of his folks t 
had ſeen you in ſafchery, you may gheſs at the reſt, I wrought this day 
while it was two hours upon this bracelet, for to put the key of it within F | 
the lock thereof, which is coupled underneath with two cordwins. I have 
had 1o little time that it is evil made but I ſhall make one fairer in the Þ c 
mean time. Take heed that none that is here ſce it, for all the world (o 
will know it becauſe for: haſt it was made in their preſence. I am now 


paſling to my intcaded purpoſe. You make me difſcmble fo far that I hay « 
_ horrour thereat 3 and you canſe me to do almoſt the office of a Traitour, F | 
Remember how if it were not to obey you, I had rather be dead erel , 


did it; \my heart bleeds at it. So that, he will not come with me except 
upon condition that I will promilſc to him that I ſhall be at Bed and Board with 
him as before, and that I thall leave him not afterz and doing this upon 
my word he will do all things that I pleafe, and come with me but h: 
prayed me to remain with him while another morning. He ſpake vey  (; 
bravely at the beginning, as this Bearer will (ſhew you, upon the purpole Þ |, 
of the Engliſh-men, and of his departing 3 but in the end he returned + 
gain to his humitity. He ſhewed amongft other purpofes that he knev B |, 
well enough, that my Brother had thewed'mme that thing which he had ip 
ken in Scriveling z of the which he denies the one half, and above al, | 1, 
that ever he came- in his Chamber. For to make him truft me, it be- 
hoved me to fcign in ſome things with him; therefore when he requeſt ſÞ |, 
me to promiſe unto him, that when he wes whole we ſhould hat y 
| both one Bed, 1faid to him, feigningly and making me believe his pre-Þ ;, 
miſes, [that if he changed not purpoſes betwixt this and that thne, I wolf p 
1 | be content therewith ; but in the mean time 1 bad him take heed thif | 
| "1% . he Tet mo body know thereof; becavte to fprak amongſt our ſclve; - , 
Wh 1 f" - Lor6h 
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lords could not be offended, nor will evil therefore, But they would fear iN 
pet of the boaſting he made of them, that if ever we agreed together» 
te ſhould make them know the little account they took of himz and 
tit he counſelled me not to purchaſe ſome of them by bim they for this 
auſe would be in jealoufie, if attains without theix knowledge, I ſhould 
wreak the play (ct up in tke contrary in their preſence, He ſaid very 
wytully : And think you they will eſteem you the more for that ? But [ 
im very glad that you ſpeak to mz of the Lords, for I bclicve at this 
ime you delixe that we ſhould live together in quietneſs3 for if it were 
utherways, greater inconvenience might come to us both than we are a- 
ware of > but now I will do whatever you will do, and will love all 
that you love, and delire you to make them love in like manners for 
ince they ſeek not my life, I love them all equally. Upon this point 
the Bearer will thew you many ſmall things. Becauſe I have over-much 
to write, and it is late, I give truſt unto him upon your word. So that 
ke will g9 upon my word to all places. Alas, I never deceived any body 3 
But | xemit me altogether to your will. Send me Advertifement what L 
hall do, and whatſoever thing ſhall come thereof I (hall obey you. Adviſe 
too with your (elf it you can hd any more ſecret invention by medicine - tor 
he ſhould take medicine and the beth at Cragmillar. He may not come forth 
cf the houſe this long time. So that by all that 1 can learo, he is in great 
uſpition 3 and yet notwithſtanding he gives credit to my word 3 but yet not 
{o tar as that he will ſhew any thing to me. But neverthelcfs 1 (hall draw it 
out of him, if you will that I avow all unto him. But I will never rejoyce 
to dckame any body that truſis in me; yet notwithttanding you may com- 
mand mc in all things. Have noevil opinion of me for that cauſe,by reaſon 
you are the occafion of it your {.1t, becauſe for mine own particular revenge l 
would not do it to him. He gives me ſome checks of that which I fcared, yea 
even in the quick, he ſays thus far, that his faults were publiſh*d, but there 
1s that commits faults that believe they will never be ſpoken of, and yet they 
will ſpeak ct great ard ſmall. As towards the Lady Reres he ſaid, I pray 
Ged that (ſhe may ferve ycu for your Honour. And {aid, it is thought, and 
he believes it to be tive, that T have not the Power of my ſelf over my ſelf, 
and that becauſe of the refuſe I made of his offers. So that, for certainty he 


ww *c 


luſpe&s of the thing you know, and of his life. But as to the laſt, how foon 


that | ſpeke two or three good words unto him, ke rejoyces, and is out of 
doubt, I ſaw him not this evening to end your braceler,to the which I can get 


| noJocks, it is ready for them, and yet I fear it will bring ſome evil, and may 
| be ſeen if you chance to be hurt. Advertiſe me if you will have it, and if you 
{ Will have more filver, and when I ſhall rctary, ard how far I may ſpeak. Hz: 
| liragts when he hears of Lethington, or of you, or of my Brother. Of your 
| Brother he ſpeaks nothing, he ſpeaks of the Earl of Argyle. I amin fear when 


hear him fpeak 3 for he aflures himfelf that he has not one evil opinion of 
K 2 ' him. 
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68 5 A Deteftion ___ | 
him. He ſpeaks nothing of them that is ought neither good or evi}, but flies 
that point, His Father keeps his Chamber, I have not ſeen him. All the g4,. 
miltozs are here, that accompanies me very honorably. All the Friends gf 
the other conveys me when I. go to ſee him. He difires me to come, and 
him riſe the Morn'betime. For to make (ſhort, this Bearcr will tell you the 
reſt. And if learn any thing here, I will make you a Memorial at Even, He 
will tell you the occaltion of my remaining. Burn this Letter, for it is over 
dangerous, and nothing well ſaid in it; for I am thinking upon nothing 
but fraud, If you be in Edenburgh at the receipt of it, fend me word ſoon, Be 
not offended, for I give not over-great credit. Now ſeeing to obey you, my 
dear Love, | ſpare neither Honour, Conſcience, Hazard, nor Greatneſ 
whatſoever, take it 'I pray you in good part; end not after the Interpret. 
Huntley, ©0D of your falſe good Brother 3 to whom I pray yon give no cre- 
dit, againſt the moſt faithful Lover that ever you had, or ever (hal 

have. See not her whoſe faint Tears ſhould not be ſo much praiſed nor eſteemed, x 
the true and faithful Travels, which T ſuſtain for to merit her plac, 

Bothwel's own For obtaining of the which againſt my Nature, I betray them that 
Wife. may impeach me. God forgive me, and God give you, my only 
Love, the Hap and Proſperity, which your humble and faithful Love defires 
of you, who hopes to be ſhortly another thing to you for the reward of my 
irkſom Travels, It is late, I defire never toceafſe from writing unto you, yet 
now after the kiſſing -of your Hands, I will end my Letter. Excuſe my eyil 
Writing, and Read it twice over. Excuſe that thing that is ſcribled, for 1 
had no Paper yeſterday when I writ that of the Memorial. Remember your 
Love, and write unto her, and that very oft. Love me as T thall do you. Re- 
member you of the purpoſe of the Lady Reres, of the Engizſ--men, of hi; 
Mother,of the Earl of Argile, of the Earl Bythwell,of the Lodging in Edenburgh, 


Another Letter to Bothwell, concerning certain Tokens that ſhe ſent him, 


Monſzeur, 
I Penvy de voltre abſence, celuy de votre oubly, Ia crainte du danger, tait 


prouve d' un chacun a voſtre tant amee perſunne, GC, 


My -Lord, | 
I che diſpleaſure of your Abſence, of your Forgetfulncſs , the fear of 
danger fo promiſed by every one to your fo loved Perſon, may give me 
Conſolation, I leave it to you to judge, ſeeing the miſhap that my crus] lot 
and continual miſadventure, has hitherto promiſed me following the misfor- 
tunes and fears as well of late as of a long time by-palt, the which you do 
know. But for all that I will in no wiſe accuſe you, neither of your littk 
- xemembrance, neither of your little care, and leaſt of all your Promiſe bro- 


"ken, or of the coldneſs of your Writing, lince Iam elſe fo far made mw_ 
tnat 
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that that which pleaſes you is acceptable to me, and my thoughts are ſo 
willingly ſubdued unto yours, that I ſuppoſe that all that cometh of you, 
roceeds not of any of the Cauſes aforeſaid, but rather for ſuch as be juſt 
and reaſonable, and ſuch as I defire my ſelf, Which is the tinal Order that 
you promiſed to take, for the (ſurety and honourable Service of the only 
Supporter of my life: for which alone I will preſerve the ſame, and with- 
out the which I defire not but ſudden Death. And to teltifie unto you 
how lowly I ſubmic me under your Commandments, I have ſent you in 
fign of homage by Pareir, the Ornament of the Head, which is A Head 
the chief guide of the other Mcmbers ; inf:rring thereby, that : 
by the- ſeiling of you in the poſſetion of the ſpoil of that which is princi- 
pal, the remnant cannot be but ſubje& unto you, and with conſenting of 
the heart. In place whereof, ſince I have elſe left it unto you, I ſend unto 
you one Sepulture of hard ſtone coloured with black, ſawin with tears 
and bones. The (tone I compare to my Heart, that as it is carved in one 
ſure Sepulture or harbour of your Commandments, and above 

all of your Name and Memory, that are therein incloſed, as is TON 
my Heart in this Ring, never to come forth while Death grant 4 
unto you one Trophy of Victory of my Bones, as the Ring is filled, in 
fign yoa have made one tull Conqueſt of me, of mine Heart, and unto that 
my Bones are left unto you, in remembrance of your Victory , and my 
acceptable love and willingnels, for to be better beſtowed than I merit. 
The ameling that is about is black, which fignities the ſtcdfaiineſs oft her 
that ſendeth the ſame, The tears are without number, ſo are the fears to 
dilpleaſe you 3 the tears for your Abſence, the diſdain that I cannot be m 
outward effe& yours, as I am without faintne(s of Heart and Spirit, and 
of good reaſon, though my Merits were much greater than that of the molt 


* RF 140 t 3095 


. profit that ever was, and ſuch as I defire to be, and (hall take pains in Condi» 


tions to imitate, for to be beſtowed worthily under your Regiment My on- 
ly Wealth, receive therefore in as good part the ſame, as I have received your 
Marriage with cxtream Joy, that which ſhall not part forth of my botom 
while that Marriage of our Bodies be made in publick, as ſign of all that I 
cither hope or delire of Bliſs in this World. Yet, my Heart, fearivg to dil- 
pleaſe you, as much in the reading hereof, as it delights me in the writing, I 
will make an end, after that T have kiſſed your Hand, with as great affection 
as I pray God ( O the only ſupporter of my Life) to give you long and 
bleſſed Life, and to me your good Favor, as the only good thar I defire, and 
tothe which T pretend: T have ſhewn unto this Bearer that which Thavelcarn- 


. ed, to whom T remit me, knowing the Credit that you give him, as ſhe doth, 


that will be for ever unto you an humble and obedient lawful Wite, that for 
ever dedicates unto you her Heart, her Body, without any Change as unto 
him that 7have made Poſſeffor of my Heart, of which you may hold you al- 
tured, that unto the Dcath ſhall no ways be changed for z evil nor good (hall 
never make ine go from it, An 
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Another Letter to Bothwell of her Love to him. 


J? vetlie plus tard la haut que je i euſſe fait, i ce neuſt eſte pour tirer ce que 
portenr vous dira, que je treuve la plus belle commodite pour excuſer voſtre affaire 
qui ce pomrroit preſenter, &c. 


Have waked Jater thare upthen I would have done, it it had nctbeen to 
draw ſomething outof him, which this Bearer will (hewyou, which is the 
fairclt Commodity, that can be offered to excuſe your Aﬀairs. I have pro. 
miſled to bring him to him in the Morn, Put order to it if you tind it good, 
Now Sir, I have broken my Promiſe, becauſe you commanded me neither 
to write nor ſend unto you 3 yet I have not done this to offend you. And if 
you knew the fear that I have preſently, you would not have ſo many con- 
trary ſuſpitions in your thought, which notwithſtanding I treat and cheriſh 
as proceeding from the thing in the World that I moſt detire and feck faft- 
eſt to have, which is your good Grace. Of the which my Behaviour (hall 
aſſure me; as to me | ſhall never deſpair of it. And prays you according 
to your Promiſe to diſcharge your Heart unto me 3 otherwiſe I will think 
that my evil and the good handling of her that has not the-third part of the 
Faithful, nor willing Obedience unto you that I bear, has won againſtmy 
will that advantage over me, which the ſccond Love of Faſon won. Not 
that I will compare you to one ſo unhappy as he was, nor yct my {lf 
to oneſo unpitiful a Woman as ſhe. Howbeit you cauſe me to be ſomewhat 
like unto her in any thing that touches you, or that may preſerve and keep 
you unto her, to whom only you appertain 3 if it be ſo that © may appropri- 
ate that which is won through faithful, yea only loving of you, as I do and 
 thall do all the days of my life, for pain or evil that can come thereof. In 
recompenle of the which, and of all the cvils which you have been cauſe of 
to me, remember you.upon the place here belide. 7 crave with that you keep 
Promiſe to me in the Morn, but that we may meet together, and that yu 
give no faith to ſuſpicions without the certainty of them, And [I crave no 
other thing of God, but that you may know that thing that is in my Heart, 
which is yours, and that he may preſerve you from all evil, at leaſt fo long 
as T have life, which I repute not precious unto me, except in ſo far as it and 
T both are agrecable unto you: T am going to bed, and will bid you good 
Night. Advertiſe me timely in the Morning how you have fared, for I will 
be in pain until T get word. Make good watch, it. the Bird get out of the 
Cage, or without her Mate, as the Turtle, I ſhall r.main alone to lament 
your abſence how ſhort that ſoever it be. This Letter will do with a good 
Hcart that thing, which T cannot do my (elf, if it be not that T have fear 
that you are in ſleeping. I durft not write this before Foſeph, Baſtian, and 
Foachim, that did but depart even when I began to write, : 
ne 
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Another Letter to Bothwel conceming the departure of Margaret Carwoods | 
who was privie and a helper of all their love, | 


On canr bel as ! faul li que la follie d* une femme, dont vous copnoiſſez, aſſez 
P in gratitude vers moy, ſoit cauſe de vous donner deplafir, &c, 


Y heart, alas, muſt the folly of a woman whoſe thankfulncſs toward me 
M you do ſufficiently know, be occaſion of diſpleaſure unto you? con- 
fidering that I could not have remedied thereunto without knowing it? And 
fince that I perceive it, I could not tell ic you, for that I knew not how 
togovern my ſelf therein. For neither in that, nor in any other thing, will 
I take upon me to doany thing without knowledge of your will. .Which I 
belecch you let me underſtand, for I will follow it all my life, more wil- 
lingly than you ſha!l declare it to me. And if you do not ſend me word this 
night what you will that I (hall do, I will rid my elf of it, and hazard to 
cauſe it to be enterpriſed and taken in hand z which might be hurtful unto 
that whereunto both we do tend, And when (he (hall be rnarried, 1 befeech 
you give me one, or elſc | will take fuch as (hall content you, for their con- 
ditions, but as for their tongues or faithfulneſs roward you, I will not an- 
ſwer. I befeech you that an opinion of another perſon be not hurtful in 
your mind to my conſtancy. Miſtruſt me, but then I will put you out of 
doubt and clear my felf, Refuſe it not, my dear life, and ſuffer me to make 
you ſome proof by my obedience, my faithfulneſs, conſtancy, and voluntary 
ſubje&ion, which I take for the pleaſanteſt good that I might receive, if 
you will accept it, and make no ceremony at it, for you could do me no great- 
er outrage, nor give more mortal grict. 
z 


Another Letter ſent from Sterling to Bothwell, concerning the practice for 
her Raviſhmenr, | 


Onficur helas pourquoy eſt voſtre fiance miſe en peſſonne ſi indigne, pour ſo 
up conner ce qui eſt entierement voſtre. 7* enrage, vous m”" aviez pro- 


miſe, &c. 


Las, my Lord, why is your truſt put in a perſon fo unworthy, to 

. miſtrutt that which is wholly yours? I am mad. You had pro- 
mifed me that you would reſolve all, and that you would ſend me 
word every day what | {hould do, you have done nothing thereof, I 
advertiſed you well to take heed of your falſe Brother in law; he came. 
to me, and without ſhewing me any thing from you, told me that you 
had willed him to write to you that that I ſhould ſay, and where and 
when you ſhonld come to we, and that that you ſhould do touching him, 


ar:d thereupon hath preached unto me that it was a fooliſh enterpriſe, and 
that 
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that with mine honour T could never marry you, ſeeing that being mx. 
ried you did carry me away, and that his folks would not ſuffer it, ang 
that the Lords would unlay themſelves, and would deny that they had (aid. 
To be ſhort, he is all contrary. .I told him, that ſeeing I was come { 
far, if yoa not withdraw your ſelf of your (elf, that no perſwzlion nor death jt 
ſt ſhould make me fail of my promiſe. As touching the place, yOu are too 
negligent (pardon mc) to remit your ſelt thereof unto me, Chulc it your 
ſcif, and ſend mc word of it. And in the mean time am ſick, I will differ, 
as touching, the matter It is too late. It was not long of me that you havenot 
thought thereupon in time, And it you had not more changed your mind 
fince mine abſence than I have, you ſhould not be now to aſk ſuch reſolving, 
Wcll there wanteth nothing of my part, and (ceing that your neglipence 
doth put us both in the danger of a falſe Brother, if it ſucceed not well, 
I will never riſe again. 1 ſcnd this Bearer unto you, for I dare not truſt your 
Brother with theſc Letters nor with the buſineſs. He ſhall tell you in what 
{tate I am,and judg you what amendment theſe new ceremonies have brought 
unot me. I would I weredead,tor I ſeeall gocth ill. You promiſed other man- 
ner of matter of your forcſceing, but abſence hath power over You, Another wite 
who have twoltrings to your bow, Diſpatch the Anſwer, that I fil not, 
and put no truſt in your Brother tor his entcrpriſe, for he hath told it, andis 
alſo quite againfi it. God give you good night. 


Another Letter to Bothwell for the Practice and Device to exculc 
the Raviſhing. 


U licu & de Phenre je mw en rap porte a viſtre frere & & vous, je le ſuinray & 
ne fauldray en rien de ma part. Il trouve beauc oup de difficultez, &c, 


ENF the Place and Time, I remit my felf to your Brother and to you. I 
will follow him, and will fail in nothing of my part, He tindeth ma- 

ny Ditfcultiesz I think he doth advertiſe you thercof: and what he doth 
2dvertiſe you for the handling of himſelf. As for the handling of my {If 
T heard it once well deviſed. Methinks that your Services, and the long 
A mity, having the good will of the Lords, do well deſerve a Pardon, it 
above the duty of a Subject you advance your feif, not to conſtrain me, but 
to aſſure your ſelf of ſuch place nigh unto me, that other Admonitions or 
forcign Perſwalions may not lett me from couſenting to that that you hope 
your Service ſhall make you one day to attain; and to be thort, to make 
your {elf (ure of the Lords, and free to Marry : and that you are conſtrained 
for your ſurety, and to be able to ſerve me faithfully, to uſe an humble Re- 
queli, joyned to an importune Action. And to be lhort, excuſe your ſelf, 
and perſwade them the moſt you can, that you are confirained to make 
purſuit agaivit your Enemies, You (hall ſay enough, if the Matter or 
Ground 
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FOwund do'like you, 'and many fair'words to Ledinton: If you like not the 
Jad ſend me word, andleave not the blame'of all unto'me. | 


| Another Letter to Bothwell of the PraQtice for her Raviſhment, and to 
2dviſe him to be (firange to do it. 
0 b 

t Onfieur depuis ma lettre eſcrit voſtre beau frere qui fuſt, eſt venu a moy 
d fort triſte, &* m' a demande mon conyſeil de ce qu” "ul feroit apres de- + 
r main, Oc. | | 

t Y Lord, fince my Letter written, your Brother-in-Jaw that was, 
d V4 came to me very fad, and both asked me my counſe], what he ſhould 
# do after to worrow, becauſe there be many Folks here, and among others 
c the Earl of Soxtherland, who would rather dic, conſidering the. good they 
|, have-ſo lately received of me, than ſuffer me to be carried away, they con- 
I ducing mez3 and that he feared there ſhould ſome trouble happen of it: of 
t the other fide, that it ſhould be ſaid that he werz anthankful to have betray- 
It dme. I to'd him that he ſhould have reſolved with ycu upon all that : 
|- and that he ſhould- avoid, if he could, thoſe that were moſt miſtruſted. 
c He hath reſolved to write thereof to you of my opinion 3 for he hath abalh- 
t ed me to fee him fo unreſolved at the red. I aſſure my ſe'f, he will 
is play the part of an honeſt Man, But I have thought good to advertiſe you 


ofthe fear he hath, that he ſhould be charged and accuſed of Treaſon, to 
the end, that without miſiruſting him, you may be the more circumſpect, 
and-that you may have the more power; For we had yeſterday more than 
three hundred Horſe of Kis, and of Leniftoyn, For the Honor of God be 
accompanied rather with more than leſs; for that is the principal of my 
& Care. I go to write my diſpatch, and -pray God to ſend us an happy 
interview ſhortly. I write in haſte, to the end you may be adviſed in 


time, | 
1a Of the Bills of Proclamation ad Combat, ſit up by Bothwell, and 
th the Anſwers. | 3H 


ng TROY after the Death of the RKing,who was Murthered,and his Houſe 
4 blown up with Gun-powder, the Ninth'Day of February in the Night, 
ut F 1567, Proclamation was made, That whoſoever could bewray the cruel 
or } Murtherers of the King (ſhould have two thouſand Pounds. Unto the which 
pe Þ| Proclamation, reply was made, and ſet up privily up6n the To!-Booth Door 
ike of of Edinburgh, the Sixteenth of Zebrxary in this manner. | 


cd y Wes ” 

Res Ecauſe Proclamation is made, That whoſoever will reveal the Murthe- 

«lf, rers of the King ſhall have-two thouſand Pounds, 7 who have made-in- 

ake L  Quiſt- 
Or 


1 quiſition by them that were the doers thereof, affiim that the Cammitters of® 
If this be not it were. the Earl Bothwell, Maſter James Ba/foure,. the Parſon of. 
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true. ſpere at Flick, Mr. David Chambers, Black Mr. Fobu Spence, who was 


Gilbert principal deviſer of the Murther, and the Queen affentins” 


Bawfoord. thereto through the perſwaſion of the Earl Bothwell, and the 
Witchcraft of the Lady Bucklough, 


[J*- this, new Proclamation was made the ſame Day, debiring the ſet 


ter up of the ſaid Bill to come and avow and ſubſcribe the ſame, ang. 


he ſhould have the Sum promiſed in the firſi Proclamation, and further ac. 
cording to his Ability, and light of the Queen, and her Counſel, 

The anſwer thereunto was let up in the place aforelaid, the morrow after, 
being the Ninetecnth of the ſame Month. 


raſmuch as Proclamation hath been made fince the ſetting up of my 

tr Letter, defixing me to ſubſcribe, and avow the ſame; for anſwer, 1 
defire the Money to be conligned intoan evenly Man's hand, and I (hall ap- 
pcar on Sunday next with ſome four with me, and ſubſcribe my firit Letter, 
and abide thercat. And further T deſire that Senior Francis Baſtian, and 
Joſeph the Queens Goldſmith be Raid, and I ſhall declare what every Man 
did in particular, with their Coryplices. 


| To which Bill vo Anſwer was made. 


[jp E Thixtcenth Day of 4pril the Earl Bothwell coming to the Seſſwns 
at Edenhurgh, with an Enfign diſplaid, and the Streets full of. armed 
Men of his Faction, was arraigned for Murther of the King, and acquit df 
the ſame by a perjured Jury: whereupon he {et up a Challenge to tight hand 
to hand with any Man, (being no. Pexfan defamed ) that would avow the 
matter. 
Hcreunto anſwer was made by another Bill ſet up in the ſame place anon 
after, . | Th | 
That foraſmuch as the ſaid Earl Bethwel had (et up a Writing, ſubſcribed 
with his own band, whereby he did Challenge any Man C not defamed ) 
that would or durft ſay he was, guilty of the King's Death, avd therewithyl 
did give: the Lye ig bis Threat to bim that would avouch the Quarrel: 1 
Gentleman, anda Man of good, Fare, did by thoſe Preſents accept the of 
fer and offers, 3nd; would prove by the Law of Arms, that he was the chief 
Authar of thet foul and horzible Murther, alocit an ing ek for fear of Death 
had Nightly quit him. And becauſe the King of Frayce, and the Queen of 
Ezeland had by their Ambaſſadors defired that Tryal and Puniſhment might 
be kad fox the fame, he moſt heartily therefore craved- of: their Majeſtis, 
that: they would. defire of. the Queew. his, Sovereign, that by her Gorley 
cl they 


Mey might appoint thelr day and place within the Dominions for the tryal+ 
thereof according to the Law of Arms,in their preſences, orin their Deputies. 


f | 

$ Which day and place he promiſed by the faith of a Gentleman to appear at, 

p and to his devoir, provided always that their Majefties by open Procla- 

F mation ſhall give aſſurance to him and to his company, to paſs and re- 
paſs through their Countiies, without hurt or imp-diment, What juſt cauſe 
he had to deſire the King of France.and the Queen of England to be Judges - 

t in the Cafe, he remitted to the Judgment of the Readers and the hearers, 

d. warning by thoſe preſcnts the reft of the murtherers to prepare themſelves, 

6 fox they (ſhould have the like offer made unto them, and their names given 
io writing, that they might be known unto all men, 

t, 


The Confeſſion of John Habroun, young Talla, Dagtciſh and Pourie, upon whows : 
was juſtice executed, the third of Januaxy, the year of God 1567. 


by | 
I Obn Bewtou confeſſed, that nine was at the deed doing, my Lord Bothwell, 
p- the Lord of Ormiſten, Hob Ormiſton, himſelf, Talla, Dagliſh, Vilſan, Pourie, 
af aod French Paris, and that he ſaw no more, nor knew of no other companies. 
hem, he knows no other but that that he was blown in the Air, for he 
an was handled with no mens hands as he ſaw, and if it was, -it was with 
others, and not with them. iN 
- er, as touching Sir Fames Balfour, he ſaw not his Subſcription, but. 
| warrant you he was the principal Counſellour and devifer-. +=: 
Items, he faid, } confels that it is the very providence of God that has - 
20s brought me to his Judgment, for I am cd to it as an horle to the ſtall;: 
ned for 1 had fhips provided to flie but could not eſcape. | 
of lem, he ſaid, let no man &do evit for counfel of great men, or thar-- 
nd | Maſters, thinking they ſhall ſave them, for furely I thought that vight 
the that the deed was done, that although knowledge ſhould be got, no man- 
Qrft have faid it was cvil done, feeing the hand writ, and acknow- 
non | kdging -the Queens mivd thereto. is {7 
Item, Speaking of the Queen in the Tof-booth, he (aid, God make all well, 
bed & but the longer dirt is hidden it is the ſtronger. Who Lives, our Deaths . 
cd) | will be thought nonews. 
hg] Item, In the Conclufion he confeſſed, he was one of the principal doers- 
1:4 } ofthe Death, and thercfore is juſtly worthy of Death, but he was affured of - 
of | the Mercy of God, who called him. to, repentance. 


cha | 
eath Tem, Talla confeſſed wt ſupra, agreeing in all Points as concerning the Per- - 
en o ſons, number, and blowing up into the Air. © 


light Item, He atfirmed, that in Seton my Lord Bothwell called on him, and ſaid; . 
ſus, | What thought you when you ſaw him blown in the Air ? Who anſwered, 

yr Alas, my Lord, why ſpeak you that? for when ever I hear ſuch a —_ 
they "þ 


Ley 


— —— _ 
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the words -wound me to death, as they:ought to doyou, i, ;7 


 fiem, That ſame time he faw Sir ' Fames Balfour pit in his'own'niame 468] 
his Brother's unto' ry Lord Bathwel's Remiſſion,: © 1 + © 11 14 Wh 
Item, He knew of the Deed doing three or four days cre it was done, wy#: 
thereabvur. ' * hb Y an 
- Zrem, 'He (aid, after that T came to the Court, I left the reading of God'gq: 
Word, and embraced Vanity, 'and therefore has :God juſtly brought this! 
ON.me; * | | [rfl : /. 7 Fa 
| Wherefore let all Men ſhun evil Company, and to truſt not in Men, ' fg 
ready are we to embrace evil, as ready as Tinder to receive fire. And furthe#l; 
in the Tol-booth he required Fobx Brand, Miniſter of the Congregation; +6 
paſs to my Lord Lixdſey, and fay, My Lord, heartily I forgive your Lord-* 
ſhip, 'and alſo my Lord 'Regent and all others; but ſpecially chem that be: 
trayed me to'you; for know if you could have ſaved me:you would, 'de- © 
firing as ye will anſwer before God at the later Day to do your diligence to% 
bring the reſt who were the beginners of this Work to Juſtice, as ye have dond® 
tome; for ye know it was not begun in my head, but yet. he praifcs God's 
thathis Juttice has begun at me,by the which he has called me to-repentane/®? 
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FF: em, Dagleiſh (aid, as. God (hall be my Judge, 1knew nothing of the King 
Death before it was done, for my Lord Bothwell going to his Bed, aftet®* 
the taking off of his Hoſe, which was ſtocked with Velvet, French. Part 
came and ſpake. with -him, and after that he tarried on me for other: Hoſe 
and' Cloaths, and his riding Cloak and Sword, which I gave him,. and afler® 
that came up to the Gate to the Lord of Ormiſtou's Lodging, and tarried foj® 
him, and thereafter that he-paſſed to a-Place beſide the Black Friars, anifi 

came to the flope of the Dike, where he bid me ſtand Kill ; and as God ſhall 
beimy Judge, 1-knew nothing: while L heard the Blaſt of Powder ; and aſter 

this he came home, lay down in his Bed, while Mr. George Hacket came an 
knocked at the Door; and it I die-forithis, the which God Judge me ifÞ 
knew more, what ſhall be done to the Deviſers, Counſcllers,' Subſcribe 
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andFortifiers of it? DE 
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